
 
 
ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
SHERIFF BRAD WISE 
 
FRIDAY UPDATE: 01.03.25 

 
Scams 
12.30 The caller received a phone call from 612-491-2311. He could hear a female crying and a male 
said that his 7-year-old was involved in a car crash and he needed to hurry. He knew his daughter by 
name, and he said the female did not sound like his daughter. His daughter was also in daycare in 
East Bethel. He was able to confirm with the school that his daughter was there and fine. He was 
concerned the person knew his daughter’s name and why they were trying to get him to go 
somewhere. 
 
12.30 The victim received a text that appeared to be from Huntington Bank asking if a specific 
transaction had been made by the victim and to reply with yes or no. She replied with no and 
moments later the phone number called her. The victim said the male identified himself as Steven 
with Huntington Bank Fraud department and told her that her online account had an unauthorized 
access attempt. Steven asked her to verify different pieces of information. She said she wanted to be 
safe and call the bank directly herself. This upset the male caller and he began to yell and swear at 
her, telling her he was going to come to her house and rape her and that she is a white “hoe.” She 
confirmed there was no fraudulent activity with any of her bank accounts. 
 
12.30 The victim received a phone call from a male stating they were Lt Mendoza from our office. 
The caller told the victim he had a warrant put out for his arrest because he missed jury duty on 
December 18th. The victim stated he never had jury duty. The caller told the victim he could pay off 
the warrant if he went to Walmart and used GO2bank. He stated he used GO2bank and gave them 
$1,000. I advised the victim that he does not have a warrant, and we do not pay warrants off at 
Walmart. 
 
12.31 The victim received a letter and a check from Publisher's Clearing House telling him he won a 
substantial amount of money. The letter said there were fees and taxes associated to the winnings. 
The check was provided to cover the expenses. He advised he deposited the check in his bank and 
they put a hold on it for the time being. The letter instructed the “winner” to call a number on the 
letter which he did not do. The bank advised James the check did not clear. He was advised these 
scams are typical and if he has any questions about letters or calls he can call ACSO and inquire the 
validity. 
 
12.31 The victim stated that around 1600 hours, she received a phone call from the suspect claiming 
to be Lt. Mendoza (real person) from the Sheriff's "Department". The suspect told her that she had a 
warrant for her arrest for missing jury duty and could pay for her warrant over the phone. She called 
back and the suspect claimed that she could take care of her warrant in Walmart gift cards. She went 
to Walmart an bought $750.00 worth of gift cards and provided the suspect the access codes on the 
back. Shortly after this, she realized she was scammed and came to make a report. 
 
 



Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
12.30 138xx Round Lake Blvd NW – abandoned trailer 
12.31 151xx Yellow Pine St NW – theft of packages from front step 
 
Arrests 
12.27 13xxx Ibis St NW – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a father son domestic. The son 
was arrested. 
 
12.28 135xx Crooked Lake Blvd NW – Warrant Arrest; a deputy stopped a driver for having a 
headlight out. When he was identified, he was found to have a warrant. He was arrested. He also 
didn’t have a driver’s license or insurance.  
 
12.28 13700 Block Round Lake Blvd NW – Warrant Arrest, Drugs; a deputy stopped a driver for a 
defective passenger side headlight. The driver was identified, and he had a warrant. He did not have 
a driver’s license or insurance. He was arrested. During the arrest, meth was found. 
 
12.30 Bunker/Jay St NW – DWI 2nd degree; a caller reported a driver drinking alcohol and almost 
hitting him on the roadway. A deputy located the vehicle and stopped it for running a stop sign. The 
driver appeared impaired, and her vehicle was filled with garbage. The woman stated she had 
consumed a half pint of liquor. Field sobriety tests were failed. She was arrested. .225 Charges were 
elevated due to two prior DWIs. 
 
01.02 Bunker/7th Ave NW – No Driver’s License; a deputy stopped a driver for making an illegal turn. 
She was identified and she did not have a driver’s license. She had failed to appear in court six times 
so she was arrested.  
 
Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week. 
 
Columbus 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
12.27 Camp 3/Zodiac St NE – illegal dumping; deer carcass 
 
East Bethel 
Arrests 
12.30 4xx 196 Lane NE – Trespassing, Warrant; deputies were called to a male breaking in through 
a window in the garage. They arrived and located the male stuck in the window. The suspect freed 
himself and the deputies ordered him to open the garage door. The male was identified. He appeared 
to may be having some mental health issues. He also had a warrant. The homeowner’s were not 
home at the time of the incident. He was arrested.  
 
12.31 243xx Hwy 65 NE – Warrant Arrest; deputies responded to the location looking for a male with 
a felony warrant. They saw him through a window. The homeowner stated the male wasn’t there. 
Deputies searched the house and located him hiding in a closet. He was arrested.  
 
12.31 22xxx East Bethel Blvd NE – No Contact Order Violation; a wife reported her husband showed 
up at the home against the no contact order. Deputies reviewed the video and acknowledged the 
violation. They went to his home and he was arrested.  



 
01.01 Hwy 65/237 Ave NE – Fleeing in Motor Vehicle; a deputy attempted to stop a driver for erratic 
driving, and he fled. Eventually he stopped. The deputy ordered the driver to throw they keys out the 
window. The man complied but stated he was a paraplegic and could not exit the vehicle. Deputies 
assembled his wheelchair and put him in it. After investigating, the male had a $100K warrant for 
Prohibited Person with a Firearm out of Hennepin County. He was arrested.  
 
01.01 1600 Block Briarwood Lane NE – Weapons; a deputy stopped a driver because he knew he 
had a warrant out of Sherburne County. The deputy asked the male if he had any weapons on him 
and he stated a loaded gun in his pocket. It was removed. The male did not have a conceal carry 
permit. He was arrested.  
 
01.01 194xx East Bethel Blvd NE – Warrant Arrest; deputies went to look for a male with a warrant. 
The man could be seen crawling on the floor trying to hide. Deputies made a call and got the garage 
door code from the homeowner and let themselves in with permission. The male was located in the 
basement with a bunch of possible weapons around him and a fighting attitude. A K9 and drone were 
called in. He was arrested. 
 
01.02 243xx Hwy 65 NE – Warrant Arrest; deputies went to the home to look for a male with a 
warrant. They observed a male and female inside and knocked. They female finally answered the 
door and when deputies asked for the male, she called his name. He was advised he had a warrant 
and was under arrest. He refused to come out and they would not let deputies in. Eventually he was 
taken into custody.   
 
Ham Lake 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
12.27 144xx Opal St NE – unlocked vehicle rummaged through; cash 
12.31 149xx Central Ave NE – business; vehicle stolen, driven through woods, key in it 
01.01 178xx Fillmore St NE – theft of trailer hitch from a vehicle parked outside 
 
Arrests 
01.02 35xx Interlachen Dr NE – DANCO Violation; a male was at the location and there was a no 
contact order stating he could not be there. Deputies arrived and he was arrested.  
 
Linwood 
Arrests 
12.31 23xxx Macenzie St NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a home on a delayed assault 
report between a husband and wife. The husband was arrested.  
 
Nowthen 
Arrests 
12.30 224xx St Francis Blvd NW – Assault; deputies responded to a fight between clients. One client 
was arrested.  
 
Oak Grove 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Oak Grove this week. 
 
 



*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


