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FRIDAY UPDATE: 03.14.25 

 
Scams 
03.07 The victim stated that some unknown person he met online and became friends with was now 
trying to get him to pay $5000. He said that he had told this person some personal things about 
himself that he didn't want his family to know and now this person wanted money from him or they 
were going to tell his family. The deputy advised him that maybe he just needed to speak with his 
family first or hope that the person does not tell anyone. But most of all, the deputy advised him not 
to pay the money because no matter what they do you can never trust what they say. The deputy 
told him not to answer the phone when he doesn't know the numbers or reply to any text messages 
of any unknown numbers. 
 
03.07 A deputy was dispatched to a check fraud case in Nowthen. He spoke to the victim who stated 
she placed her 2023 Suburban on Facebook Marketplace for $53,400. A man named Robert Thomas 
Bey messaged her and agreed to buy the vehicle. He told the victim that he is driving from 
Moorhead, MN. The suspect arrived and looked over the vehicle and agreed to buy it. He signed the 
bill of sale and title documents. He paid with a cashier's check and left. The victim cashed the check 
the next day but then received a letter from her bank which labeled the cashier check as 
"altered/fictitious". The suspect’s Facebook account has been deactivated and the phone number did 
not work when the deputy called it. There are no state records of Thomas. The victim did not ask for 
a driver's license to verify his information. At this time, there is no evidence that Thomas is a real 
name. The deputy called dispatch and asked them to tag the vehicle as stolen. 
 
03.07 The victim reported that she was scammed out of $41,000.00. She stated that on 03/05/25 at 
noon, she opened an email and the screen alerted that her computer had been hacked and to call 
Microsoft. She said the she doesn't remember the number she called but it prompted a call back from 
Microsoft and a female named Jessica Watson. Jessica told the victim someone from Wells Fargo 
would be calling her. She received a phone call from Wells Fargo employee Brian Finch. The victim 
stated that Wells Fargo showed on her caller ID so she figured it was legit. On 03/03/35 she was 
directed to go to a Wells Fargo branch near her and wire $27,800.00 to Connect Online LLC. She 
wired the money. On 03/06/25, she was directed to go to another Wells Fargo branch and wire 
$13,300.00 to Amariz Inc. She wired the money. She told a family member about the situation and 
that is when she figured out it was a scam and called us. 
 
03.07 The deputy spoke to the victim who told him that in the last few weeks she has been 
scammed into send $1500 worth of pre-paid gift cards. Someone with the profile of General Stephen 
J. Townsend on Facebook messaged her and asked for money so that he could get out of Brazil. She 
unfortunately fell for the scam and sent him the numbers of off pre-paid visa gift cards that she 
purchased. She sent him photos of the numbers off the cards over Facebook messenger so that he 
could redeem them. 
 



03.09 The victim advised that she was looking through her Facebook account when a message came 
up to accept or deny terms. She stated that she clicked deny and then her computer began to flicker 
and she was unable to control it. She stated that she was then contacted by a female that stated she 
worked for Microsoft and that her computer had been hacked, but she could fix it. The victim stated 
that the female then told her that she would install updates on her computer to fix the issue but it 
would take 2 days. She was told not to call the police or use her devices. The female then told the 
victim to contact a male (Brandon Morgan) with "Wells Fargo" because her accounts had been 
compromised and this would ensure her money was safe. She contacted “Brandon” and was advised 
to remove $22,700 dollars in cash from her account bring it to a woman in Shafer, MN. She was told 
to tell Wells Fargo that she needed the money to buy a used vehicle. At this time, the victim’s 
husband noticed her and advised her this was a scam. They both went back to their bank and closed 
their accounts and opened new ones. 
 
03.10 The victim had received a call from someone named Roderick Hudson claiming to be a 
customs enforcement agent who stated that they had intercepted a package of hers with drugs in it 
and that there was a warrant out for her arrest. Roderick gave her the badge number 2836 and the 
warrant number AW600082. The victim stated that Roderick was attempting to get or confirm her 
information, such as phone number and address, and all she told them was that she lived in 
Minnesota. The victim stated that he did not ask for any money, and she did not disclose any 
sensitive information such as her Social Security Number. 
 
03.10 The victim stated his daughter received a call from an unknown person, claiming their 
youngest daughter was kidnapped. He stated the caller put a young female on the phone which 
sounded like her daughter yelling for help. The daughter checked her Life360 app on her phone and 
saw that the younger daughter was still at home, so she became suspicious. She was able to send a 
text message to her and learned that she was just fine at home.  
 
03.11 The victim advised that she received a phone call at 1535 hours from 612-496-2044. She 
explained that she answered the phone and heard a foreign-speaking male on the line saying he had 
her daughter and could hear a female crying in the background stating she messed up and needed 
her help. The victim believed the voice was her daughter and said it sounded just like her. The male 
then began to tell her not to get anyone else involved and then disconnected the call after hearing 
the victim’s other daughter in the background. The victim spoke with her daughter after the call and 
verified that she was okay. 
 
03.13 The victim reported he met a person named Sotello Mia online and sent some pictures of his 
privates to her in January 2025. The suspect sent a check to the victim in February in the amount of 
$9,850 requesting he cash it. The victim stated the bank said the check wasn't valid, and he advised 
the suspect. She then threatened to release the photos of the victim if he didn't pay the $9,850. He 
stated that he has paid $800.00 over multiple transactions to a cash app/bitcoin account. I advised 
Zachary to block all electronic communication and to call back if the pictures get disseminated. 
 
Andover 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Andover this week. 
 
Bethel 
Arrests 
03.08 237 Ave/Dewey St NW – Warrant Arrest; a deputy stopped a vehicle for suspicious activity. 
When he made contact with the driver, she stated she knew her DL was revoked. While checking into 



the situation, the vehicle owner came to the scene. The male in the vehicle was not known to the 
owner and he was identified. He had a warrant and he was arrested.   
 
Columbus 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Columbus this week. 
 
East Bethel 
Burglaries 
03.09 242xx London St NE – vacant property; tool box, boat, copper from house 
 
Arrests 
03.07 Hwy 65/Sims Rd NE – Traffic; a deputy stopped a vehicle for no license plates. While speaking 
with the driver, he stated he just bought the vehicle but couldn’t remember from who and he gave 
the deputy a false name. After investigating his real identity was revealed and he didn’t have a 
license. He was arrested.  
 
03.09 43xx E Viking Blvd NW – DANCO Violation; a deputy observed a male at the location and knew 
he had a no-contact order against him. The male was arrested.  
 
03.13 243xx Hwy 65 NE – Warrant Arrest; deputies went to the location looking for a person with a 
warrant. He was located in a shed and arrested.  
 
Ham Lake 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
03.08 160xx Lexington Ave NE – attempted theft of a dog 
03.09 15xx 140 Ave NE – illegal dumping 
03.10 Constance/Davenport St NE – theft of a vehicle from the side of the road, it had run out of gas 
and the keys were left in it 
03.12 19xx 162 Lane NE – damage to mailbox cause by an ATV caught on camera 
03.13 172xx Eveleth St NE – “bullet” holes from what looks like a pellet gun damaged siding 
 
Arrests 
03.08 Hwy 65/Bunker Lake Blvd NE – DWI 3rd degree; callers reported a possible drunk driver who 
was swerving all over the road and went into the ditch and was back out going about 90 mph. A 
deputy located the vehicle and stopped it. The driver denied drinking and said he was just tired. Field 
sobriety tests failed. He was arrested. .32 
 
03.12 134xx Hwy 65 NE – Order for Protection Violation; deputies located a male and female 
together at the location and the female had an order for protection against the male. The male was 
arrested.  
 
03.12 Hwy 65/153 Ave NE – DWI 2nd degree; callers reporting a vehicle driving recklessly. A deputy 
got to the area and observed poor driving conduct and stopped it. The driver appeared impaired and 
there was a 4 year old in the backseat, not in a car seat. The woman stated she had not had 
anything to drink in 5 years. Field sobriety tests were failed. She was arrested. The father came and 
picked up the child. An open bottle of whiskey was found in the vehicle. She refused to blow.  
 
 



Linwood 
Arrests 
03.09 201xx Viking Blvd NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a physical domestic in 
progress. After investigating, the male was arrested.  
 
Nowthen 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
03.10 224xx St Francis Blvd NW – theft of a vehicle from the business; keys stolen by clients 
 
Arrests 
03.13 7000 Viking Blvd NW – DWI 2nd degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 69/55. The 
driver appeared impaired and kept stating he was only 2 miles from home. He stated he had nothing 
to drink. Field sobriety tests were failed and he was arrested. .242 Charges were elevated due to a 
prior DWI and the BAC being above .20. 
 
Oak Grove 
Arrests 
03.12 228xx Lake George Blvd NW – Warrant Arrest; a Probation Officer requested we go to the 
location and arrest a male whose ankle monitor was pinging there. The deputy arrived and located 
the male who was hired to do work on the property. He was arrested.  
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


