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FRIDAY UPDATE: 03.21.25 

 
Scams 
03.17 The victim reported using a gambling website called Bovada. When he attempted to redeem 
the $3000 he had on the site it was declined. He immediately received a phone call from a male 
identifying himself as Bovada support. The victim thought this was legitimate considering the timing 
and the personal information the suspect recited. The suspect had the victim send the $3000 in his 
account as Crypto then it would get returned to him as cash. The victim complied but never received 
the money. 
 
03.18 The victim reported having issues with the email on his home computer. When attempting to 
find help on the internet, he started communications with a male named, "Ronnie Willams." This 
male indicated he could fix the issue after receiving $399.99 as payment. He demanded payment by 
bank and routing number which the victim initially refused. After further discussions, he gave the 
bank account number. He immediately realized the scam and responded to U.S. Bank. He canceled 
his bank account and did not suffer a monetary loss. He was advised to monitor his accounts and 
block the suspect on his phone. 
 
03.20 A family member called stating they were concerned their father was being scammed. A 
deputy responded to the location and spoke to the male. The victim believed that he needed to get 
$20K out of the bank or he would be arrested by the Anoka Police Department. The victim explained 
he received a phone call from “Brandon Paul” from the Federal Trade Commission. Brandon told him 
that he would need to pay $5,500 to keep him out of jail. Some unknown person from the "Anoka 
Police Department" called and said he needed to comply with Brandon or he would be arrested. The 
victim called Brandon and he was told he would need that payment in gift cards. The victim drove 
around town and purchased $5,500 in gift cards. He gave the account numbers for each gift card to 
Brandon. Brandon told the victim that two people would be here on Tuesday to grab those gift cards 
and he would need to get $20K more. The victim went to his bank but they denied him the money. 
The deputy explained to the victim how this is a scam. The deputy called the law enforcement 
division of the Federal Trade Commission to prove that Brandon Paul was not an employee there. 
After proving to the victim that there was no money in the gift cards and telling him the legal process 
of the federal government taking funds, he understood that Brandon was a fraud. 
 
03.20 The victim stated that she was looking for a Sugar Daddy on X/Twitter. She stated that she 
commented on a post from a male who was looking for a Sugar Baby. She gave the male her phone 
number and he sent her a check via photos. She stated that she went to her bank, and they told her 
that it was a fake check. She stated that she then stopped communicating with the male. She stated 
that the male continued to message her and threatened that he would kill her if he didn't get his 
money back. The male sent photos of what appeared to be a deceased male and a AK style rifle. The 
male continued to threaten her and her family. She stated that she then blocked the male. 
 



03.20 The victim stated he was at home on his computer and an ad popped up that told him to 
contact 702-291-1264 immediately because someone was trying to hack into his Wells Fargo 
account. He stated he called the number, and a male identified himself as Rob Thompson with 
employee ID RT0391 told him he needed to protect his identity after he allegedly clicked onto a porn 
website and could do so by transferring $22,500 from his Wells Fargo account to another ATM that 
was unrelated to Wells Fargo. The victim stated he withdrew the money but didn't know how to 
process the transaction using the ATM machine. While he was at Wells Fargo, the spam number 702-
291-1264 called him 6 times and the banker told him not to answer and that he was being scammed.  
 
03.20 While on patrol, Deputy Berggren was waved down by the complainant who asked if she had a 
warrant. She stated that she was on the phone with a female who stated that she had a warrant and 
that she needed to bring $3,500 to the courthouse or she would be arrested. She asked if the deputy 
would speak with the female on the phone and handed me the phone. The female hung up as soon 
as I asked who I was speaking with. The number that called was blocked. The victim stated she was 
on the way to the ATM when she saw me and pulled over. 
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
03.20 46xx 166 Ave NW – theft from construction site; suspect identified and cited   
 
Arrests 
03.17 1800 Block Bunker Lake Blvd NW – No Driver’s License, Warrant; a deputy observed a male 
inside a store and knew he did not have a driver’s license and did have a warrant. The deputy waited 
for the male to leave the location the deputy stopped him. His identity was confirmed, and he was 
arrested.  
 
03.18 13300 Block Round Lake Blvd NW – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a vehicle for speeding. 
The driver smelled of alcohol and stated she had 3 Dirty Shirley’s. Field sobriety tests were failed. She 
was arrested. .139 
 
03.20 161 Ave/Hanson Blvd NW – Obstruct Legal Process; a deputy pulled a driver over for poor 
driving conduct. The driver was being followed by his mother. When she saw her son being pulled 
over she stopped. The deputy advised he to leave and she became combative. She was arrested.  
 
Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week. 
 
Columbus 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Columbus this week. 
 
East Bethel 
Arrests 
03.14 208xx Eveleth St NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned a male was at the location and he had 
a warrant for his arrest out of Wright County. He saw the male on the deck, and he was arrested.  
 
03.16 12xx 185 Ave NE – DWI Refusal; a deputy stopped a driver for reckless driving and speeding 
63/30. The driver smelled like alcohol and had slurred speech. Field sobriety tests were failed. There 



was an open beer in the vehicle. He was arrested. .26 He refused the official test. Charges were 
elevated due to a prior DWI in 2021. 
 
03.16 Hwy 65/237 Ave NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy observed a male driving and knew he had a 
warrant out of Isanti County. He was stopped and arrested.  
 
03.18 229xx Sunset Rd NE – DWI Refusal; a caller reported a suspicious male in her driveway in a 
vehicle. A deputy arrived and observed the male who was identified and very intoxicated. He was 
unable to stand. He refused field sobriety tests. He was arrested and his vehicle was towed off the 
homeowner’s property. 
 
03.17 11xx 231 Lane NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy had a warrant confirmed on a woman he saw 
standing outside her home. It was confirmed and she was arrested.  
 
03.18 189 Av/Buchannan St NE – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for poor driving conduct 
and traveling way under the posted speed. The driver appeared impaired but denied drinking. Field 
sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .14 
 
03.20 229 Ave/East Bethel Blvd NE – Drugs, Warrant; a deputy stopped a vehicle because the driver 
had a warrant thorough the US Marshal Service with full extradition for dangerous drugs. Other 
deputies got into the area, the driver was stopped, his identity confirmed and he was arrested. While 
being searched prior to being placed into the squad car, meth was found on his person.  
 
Ham Lake 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
03.17 90xx Birchview Lane NE – vandalism to a window on a home 
 
Arrests 
03.16 176xx Central Ave NE – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for expired tabs. When the 
deputy made contact, the male lit a cigarette. The driver appeared impaired and stated he had one 
drink. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .124 
 
03.17 10xx 173 Lane NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy knew there was a male at the location with a 
warrant. He went an observed the male standing outside. He was arrested.  
 
03.19 14900 Block Radisson Rd NE – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for poor driving 
conduct. The vehicle was slow to stop. When the deputy made contact, he smelled alcohol. Field 
sobriety tests were failed. A male was arrested. .10 
 
Linwood 
Arrests 
03.16 86xx 241 Ave NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy observed a male working in the yard and new he 
had an extraditable felony warrant out of WI. The deputy stopped and the male tried to evade 
deputies and he had an ax in his possession. Eventually he was captured and arrested.  
 
Nowthen 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week. 
 



Oak Grove 
Arrests 
03.16 21400 Block Rum River Blvd NW – DWI 3rd degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 
66/55. The driver appeared impaired and was wearing beads often given away during St. Patrick’s 
celebrations. The driver had a hard time handing the deputy his insurance card. When asked, the 
driver stated he had two beers. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .22 Cocaine was 
found on the driver while being searched before being put in the squad car.  
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


