ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FRIDAY UPDATE: 04.18.25

Scams

04.12 The victim reported she had been swindled out of approx. $1700 in a fake rental house scam.
She was looking at available rentals on Zillow and found a property in Andover. Clicking on the listing
brought her to Turbo Tenant where the property was listed and she entered her contact information.
She was contacted via text and email from a person identifying themselves as Ashok Meyyappan. He
gave a story that the house was empty as he and his wife would be out of state for a number of
years. She agreed to pay a $1700 down payment without seeing the property in person or meeting
the landlord. She sent the payment via Zelle. Shortly thereafter she realized she may have been
scammed and drove past the address. She saw cars in the driveway and then called the state to get
property tax records about who owned the property. She has reported the fraudulent listing to Turbo
Tenet who informed her that the listing had been taken down.

04.14 The victim said his home internet stopped working so he googled Comcast's phone number
and called the number he found online. This phone number turned out to be a spoofed humber and
led to a scammer. He was told by the person posing as a Comcast employee that someone named
Thomas Green was using his Wi-Fi to look at child porn and other illegal gambling sites. The person
then transferred him to speak with someone from Wells Fargo. This also turned out to be a fake
employee. The victim was told to close his bank accounts. He was also told to purchase a prepaid gift
card from Target. The victim did not lose any money but wanted to report the incident.

04.16 The victim was selling a vehicle and received a cashier’s check from US Bank for $19,860 on
Monday. She stated that she thought the check looked funny and brought it to her bank and they
advised it was a fake cashier's check. When the check was mailed, it had a return address to a
construction company in Alabama. The deputy was unable to make contact with the company due to
them stating they didn't have a live operator. The deputy Googled the address it came back to a
senior home, so it is unknown if the company is legit. At this time, the victim isn't out her vehicle and
US bank is aware of the incident and told her they would be investigating.

04.17 The victim stated that she got a bill from North Memorial Ambulance services for $2,956 for an
ambulance ride on 3/7/2025. She stated that she didn't get a ride in any ambulance, but a pregnant
women used her name and insurance information with United Health Group. They advised her that
the ambulance went to Methodist hospital in St. Louis Park. She stated she needed to make a police
report and that North Memorial will look into the incident.

04.17 The victim reported he was given a check by Austin Connor so that he would do lawn care for
Austin for the rest of the summer. He quoted Austin approximately $3400 for the services and Austin
sent him a check for $5400 and asked him to send him back the $2K. The victim did. The victim
withdrew cash from his own bank account before cashing the check. Later, when the victim cashed
the check, it bounced. He can no longer reach the suspect.



Andover

Thefts & Damage to Property

04.11 16xx Crosstown Blvd NW — illegal dumping at recycling center; suspect identified
04.11 33xx 140 Ave NW - theft of package from mailbox

04.11 152xx Hanson Blvd NW — theft from an unlocked locker at the location

04.11 175/Roanoke St NW — recovered stolen vehicle from Columbia Heights

04.13 153xx Linnet St NW — vandalism; juveniles caught on tape damaging fence
04.14 7xx 142 Lane NW - vandalism; juveniles walking around kicking garage doors

Arrests

04.12 Round Lake/135 Ave NW — DWI 4" degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 55/45. The
deputy smelled alcohol, and the driver stated he had 3 beers. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was
arrested. .112

04.12 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW — Shoplifting; a deputy responded to arrest a shoplifter Walmart
had in custody. She was under-scanning items at self check-out.

04.12 155xx Dakota St NW — Disorderly Conduct; deputies responded to a call of a client attempting
to assault staff. The situation was brought under control and the client was arrested.

04.13 14xx 148 Lane NW — Domestic; deputies responded to a son assaulting his father and
damaging property. The situation was brought under control and the suspect was taken to the
hospital. He will be charge via citation.

04.14 Round Lake/Bunker Lak Blvd NW — DWI 4t degree; a deputy stopped a driver for poor driving
conduct. The driver stated she was visiting from Missouri and was at the casino and was lost. The
deputy smelled alcohol and the driver stated she had 2 shots. Field sobriety tests were failed. She
was arrested. .105 The passenger was allowed to take the vehicle because he was sober.

04.15 36xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW — DWI 3" degree; a deputy observed a vehicle running, sitting in a
parking lot outside of a closed business for an extended period of time. He eventually stopped to see
if he could assist. The driver appeared to be sleeping and the vehicle was still in drive. She appeared
impaired and stated she had 3 beers. Field sobriety tests were failed. She was arrested. .223

04.17 33xx 138 Ave NW — HRO Violation; deputies were called to a violation of a restraining order
due to contact via text. The order was violated and a female was arrested.

04.17 25xx S Coon Creek Dr NW — No Contact Order Violation; a deputy was called to a violation
order where an ex-girlfriend contacted the victim via text. It was investigated and an arrest warrant
was issued for the girlfriend.

Bethel
Thefts & Damage to Property
04.12 100 Block Main St — abandoned RV at the location

Columbus
Thefts & Damage to Property
04.17 144xx Lake Dr NE — license plate stolen off a vehicle parked in the driveway



Arrests

04.13 15300 block W Freeway Dr NE — DWI 31 degree; a deputy observed a vehicle in the ditch with
minor bumper damage. He stopped to assist the two males in the vehicle. They appeared impaired
and stated they had been drinking. The driver failed field sobriety tests. He was arrested. .20

East Bethel
Thefts & Damage to Property
04.12 11xx 231 St Ln NE — guns stolen out of an RV; padlock cut

Arrests

04.12 11xx 231 Lane NE — No Contact Order Violation; deputies were on scene investigating a call
where a cat was injured. While investigating, they observed a male with a no contact order at a
nearby location. He was arrested.

04.12 Viking/Hwy 65 NE — Warrant Arrest; a deputy observed a vehicle driving poorly. He caught up
and noticed a male he knew to have a warrant in the passenger seat. He stopped the vehicle. The
male’s identity was confirmed, and he was arrested.

04.15 12xx 219 Ave NE — No Contact Order Violation; a female reported her ex BF violated a no
contact order by texting her. The deputy investigated and found the ex in violation. He spoke with
the BF who admitted his wrong. He will turn himself in after he gets off work.

Ham Lake

Thefts & Damage to Property

04.17 146xx Hwy 65 NE — theft of a bearcat parked outside from a business
04.17 47xx 146 Ave NE — home tp’d; suspects located and made to clean it up

Arrests

04.12 129/Central — Fleeing in Motor Vehicle; a deputy attempted to stop a driver. He was on a
service road, speeding, with his hazard lights on. The driver fled at a high level of speed and poor
driving conduct, driving in ditches and wrong traffic lanes. Traffic was light and being the driver was
a risk to others safety, stop sticks were laid and successful but the driver kept going. The deputy
decided to PIT the vehicle. It was successful. The driver was arrested. He appeared to be having a
mental breakdown.

04.13 Hwy 65/157 Ave NE — DWI 2" degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding in a
construction zone 80/55. The driver appeared impaired and stated he had 1 to 2 cocktails. Field
sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .224 Another deputy transported the passenger home
because she was drunk too.

04.15 138xx Shenandoah St NE — Assault; deputies were called to investigate and assault that
occurred on the bus between two male students. The students (with their parents) were interviewed.
The case was referred to the Criminal Investigation Division.

04.15 Pierce/133" Lane NE — No Driver’s License; a deputy was sitting doing paperwork when he
observed a vehicle coming up on him and then make a U-turn. The deputy recognized the driver and
assumed he made a U-turn when he saw the squad because the driver did not have a license. The
deputy stopped him and he was arrested.



Linwood

Thefts & Damage to Property

04.14 68xx 227 PI NE — a male dropped a skid steer in the driveway; the homeowner did not know
who dropped it off - it was stolen out of Hennepin County

Nowthen

Arrests

04.14 224xx St Francis Blvd NW — Assault; deputies responded to a call of multiple clients fighting
with each other and attacking staff. Two were transported to the hospital and will be charged after
their release from the medical facility.

04.16 193xx Rhinestone St NW — Warrant Arrest; a corrections case manager requested a deputy go
to the location to look for a male with a warrant who may be there. The male was located and
arrested.

Oak Grove

Thefts & Damage to Property

04.11 9xx 206 Ave NE — vandalism; juveniles kicking and damaging a garage door, tipping a porta-
potty, ding-dong-ditch — suspects identified and parents contacted

04.16 42xx 210 Ave NW - theft of rear license plate from a vehicle

04.16 19xx 215 Lane NW — delayed report; 5 vehicles in driveway keyed about 2 weeks ago

Arrests

04.13 Zion/Bridge St NW — DWI 4t degree; a deputy stopped a driver because the rear hatch of the
vehicle was completely open. The vehicle was slow to stop. When contact was made the driver stated
he had been at a bar and had 6 to 7 drinks. Field sobriety test were failed. He was arrested. .14

04.14 30xx 207 Ave NW — Assault; deputies responded to a fight between residents. After
investigation, one of the juvenile males was arrested.

04.16 19200 Block Cedar Dr NW — Drugs; a deputy stopped a vehicle for having inoperable break
lights. While speaking with the driver, the deputy observed a knife near his seat. When asked if there
were additional knives, the driver stated he had one on him. He was asked to step out of the car for
the officer’s safety and a pat search was conducted. Meth was found. The female passenger also had
meth on her. They were both arrested.

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




