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FRIDAY UPDATE: 05.16.25 

 
Scams 
05.09 The victim was surfing the web and he had a pop-up appear on his computer that stated his 
computer was compromised and showed a number for Microsoft support (1-800-627-5954). He called 
and spoke with "Steve," who claimed he was from Microsoft. The victim gave remote access of his 
computer to Steve. Steve then gave him a "secure number" for someone from the corporate office of 
his bank. He told the victim that his information was being used on the dark web to distribute or 
make child pornography. The victim then spoke with “Nate Reed" who claimed to be from the victim’s 
bank. Nate told him to go and purchase $24,000 worth of bitcoin. The victim withdrew money and 
went to a bitcoin kiosk in Ham Lake and bought the maximum amount it allowed him to, which was 
$1900. The victim stated that he became suspicious and began asking the scammer why he wanted 
him to do this. The scammer said he would call him back later when he could purchase more bitcoin. 
The victim informed the deputy he had received an email with a request to change the password for 
his intuit account, and this was another point of concern.  
 
05.10 The victim was contacted by someone claiming to be US Bank. They informed her that her 
account was hacked and they needed information from her. She said she fell for it and gave her 
username and account information. She became suspicious of the phone call after giving her 
information. Once she realized she was being scammed, she called her bank and had her accounts 
frozen. She did not have any unauthorized transactions at this time. 
 
05.12 The victims stated they were scammed for $18K by someone posing to be from their bank. On 
5/5/25 they received a call from a person posing as an employee from Blaze Credit Union. The caller 
already had their account information and was able to list transaction history without them giving 
that information first. The caller stated that there were fraudulent charges on the account and that 
they needed to move $5K into an account that the person posing as a Blaze employee had just 
created. They completed this action by using the card information through their Apple Wallet. The 
person on the phone asked if they had any other accounts and she said she had a Wells Fargo. The 
person on the phone transferred them to someone claiming to be with Wells Fargo and he made the 
same claims and had them transfer $4K from that account the the same account the Blaze employee 
had created. Later that day, they received a call from another person posing as a Wells Fargo 
employee. This person told them that there was fraudulent activity on the account and instructed 
them to transfer money from the account into the same new account created by the original Blaze 
employee. This amount was $9K. In total they transferred $18K into the fictitious account.  
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
05.09 152xx Hanson Blvd NW – a sweatshirt and keys stolen from the Y 
05.10 34xx 139 Ave NW – caller witnessed three juvenile males stealing a bike from the neighbors; 
the kids were caught, they lied, parents were contacted 
05.14 144xx Xeon St NW – theft of a wallet from an unsecured vehicle 



Arrests 
05.10 Bunker Lake/Martin St NW – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a vehicle because the 
registered owner did not have a license. The deputy identified the male and it was him. The male 
appeared impaired. When asked how much he had to drink, the driver stated “I don’t have to answer 
that.” Field sobriety tests were not completed due to a lack of cooperation. The male urinated in the 
back of the squad. He was arrested. .13 
 
05.12 139XX Quinn St NW – Burglary; the homeowner who was out-of-state called and was 
concerned about a male that was in his home yelling – he could see it on video. Deputies arrived the 
male appeared to be on drugs and a woman was yelling to remove him. The situation was sorted out 
and the male was arrested. The woman did know the male, he was unwanted at the location.  
 
Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week. 
 
Columbus 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
05.15 152xx Zurich St NE – vandalism; back vehicle window smashed 
 
Arrests 
05.12 Lexington/185 Ave NE – DWI 3rd degree; a deputy responded to a vehicle in the ditch. He 
made contact with the driver who appeared impaired. Field sobriety tests were failed. Open 
“airplane” bottles of alcohol were in the vehicle. He was arrested. .178 
 
05.13 94xx Lake Dr NE – Warrant, No DL; a deputy made contact with a driver at a gas station due 
to reckless driving. The woman stated she did not have a driver’s license. The deputy ran her and 
she had a warrant out of Carlton County. She was arrested.  
 
05.16 163xx Kettle River Blvd NE – DWI 4th degree; on routine patrol a deputy observed a vehicle at 
the park after it was closed. He made contact with the occupant who was difficult to wake up and he 
appeared impaired. He stated he did not have a driver’s license. Field sobriety tests were failed. He 
was arrested. .173 
 
East Bethel 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
05.10 24xx 224 Ave NE – exterior lights on detached garage broken 
05.15 243xx Hwy 65 NE – theft of a bike 
 
Arrests 
05.10 237xx Hwy 65 NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy got a hit on a warrant. The male driving the 
vehicle had stopped and went into a store. The deputy waited for him to come out and he was 
identified. He did have a Chisago County warrant and was arrested.  
 
05.11 Hwy 65/221 Ave NE – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 78/65. The 
driver appeared impaired but stated she only had one drink. Field sobriety tests were conducted and 
failed. She was arrested. .178 
 



05.12 229 Ave/Durant St NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy stopped a driver for driving with a broken 
windshield. The driver was identified and had a MN DOC warrant. He was arrested.  
 
05.14 9xx 189 Ave NE – Assault; deputies responded to a physical altercation between two female 
clients. One was arrested.  
 
05.14 233 Ave/Gopher Dr NE – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 82/65. The 
driver was identified and he had driving restriction and was driving outside his allotted times (work 
permit). He appeared impaired and the deputy smelled marijuana and alcohol. Field sobriety tests 
were failed. He was arrested. .09  
 
05.15 24xxx Skylark Dr NE – DANCO Violation; deputies responded to a call of a male at the location 
in violation of a no contact order. He was located and arrested.  
 
Ham Lake 
Burglaries 
05.09 5xx 138 Ave NE – golf clubs stolen from an unsecured detached garage 
05.12 179xx Staples St NE – forced entry; new construction, squatting behavior 
 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
05.14 176xx Ulysses St NE – business; 4 juveniles seen on video going through customer’s cars 
 
Arrests 
05.09 137xx Johnson St NE – Vehicle – Recovered Stolen; a deputy located a vehicle at a gas station 
that was stolen out of Maplewood. He waited for the driver to return. When she did, she drove away 
and deputies conducted a high risk stop. She was arrested. She also had checks in her possession 
that were fraudulent.  
 
05.11 175xx Concord Dr NE – Domestic Assault; a physical altercation was happening between a 
man and woman. Deputies arrived and the victim has locked herself inside the bathroom. The male 
was located and interviewed. He was arrested.  
 
Linwood 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
05.12 228xx W Martin Lake Dr NE – theft of a utility trailer overnight, unsecured on property 
 
Arrests 
05.09 217xx Viking Blvd NE – Warrant; a deputy went to the home looking for a woman who had 
two warrants. She was located and arrested.  
 
05.10 68xx 227 Place NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy was on a call where a dog owner stated his 
neighbor said he was going to shoot his dog. While investigating, the male who made that comment 
was found to have a warrant. Deputies arrested the male.  
 
Nowthen 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
05.13 81xx Viking Blvd NW – windows on business shot at and shattered 
05.14 83xx 181 Ave NW – theft of an ATV from pole barn; dug under door to enter 



 
Arrests 
05.10 224xx St Francis Blvd NW – Assault; deputies responded to a client assaulting staff. The client 
was detained and arrested.  
 
05.14 76xx Old Viking Blvd NW – Domestic Assault; deputies were called to physical fight where a 
woman sprayed a male with pepper spray and left the scene. She was located and arrested.  
 
Oak Grove 
Arrests 
05.10 18200 Block Lake George Blvd NW – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for not having 
taillights. The deputy smelled alcohol and the driver stated he had one or two drinks. Field sobriety 
tests were failed. He also had a “no use of alcohol” restriction on his license that was suspended. He 
was arrested. .117 
 
05.12 University/222nd Lane NW – No DL; a deputy stopped a UTV for not displaying any form of 
registration. The driver was identified. He did not have a license. He was arrested. A friend was able 
to drive the vehicle back home. 
 
05.15 Viking/Yucca St NW – Assault, 2nd degree DWI Refusal, 3rd Degree DWI; a Lt. on his way to 
work observed a vehicle traveling 40 in a 55 and poor driving conduct and stopped the driver. He 
called a deputy to assist. The driver was visibly intoxicated and very combative. She refused to 
comply with any orders and was arrested. When she got to jail, she fought with staff.  
 
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


