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Scams 
07.25 A fraudster was posing as the City of Columbus. A family had applied for an interim use permit 
from the city of Columbus to host small weddings in their backyard. They had paid $200 by check in 
person to the city, and it was going through the city's processes, such as a planning department 
meeting. The victims stated that they had received an email that requested that they wire $4,903 to 
pay a fee to the city for the permit. The victims stated that it seemed to have come from the city, 
used their logo, and had a city employee's name attached. They wired the money from their US Bank 
account to the suspect's Wells Fargo account. They discovered the fraud when they were denied the 
interim permit by the city, and asked the city for a refund, which led to the city notifying them that 
they had been swindled, as the city only charges an initial $200 fee. The fraudster email was sent by 
"planning.ci.columbus.mn.us@usa.com." The suspect requested that the victims reply to settle the 
invoice by wire. The email was signed by Robin Wood, who is the current planning commission chair 
for the city. Loss: $4903 
 
07.28 The victim was speaking with someone on Facebook using the Facebook Page name 
"Dachshund puppies for adoption and rehoming" about adopting a dachshund puppy over the last 
few days. The person running the page agreed to adopt a puppy out to her and requested she pay 
with gift cards. She was supposed to get two gift cards; one for $250 and another for $200. She did 
buy those gift cards. Her daughter learned about this and believed it to be a scam. The deputy read 
through many of the messages and observed the person running the page to be very pushy and 
wanted to get this done quick, which is consistent with scammers. The victim gave the person her 
full name and address and the person was supposed to come here to drop off the dog and collect the 
gift cards. They were supposed to come around 1200 hours, but it was around 1245 hours and they 
had not arrived yet. The deputy looked through the rest of the Facebook page and could not see any 
information to identify the person running the page. He also observed that the page appeared to 
have been created recently on 07-18-2025. The victim was advised again not to transfer any money 
and to call back if someone showed up. 
 
07.30 The victim received a voicemail claiming to be from AT&T, stating there was a new offer 
available for her to upgrade her phone. She called the number back provided them her credit card 
and social security number. She said she was charged a $120.00 tax and received her brand new 
iPhone from an address in TX. Barbera brought the phone to AT&T to get activated and the 
employees said that something wasn't right. AT&T told her to get a police report and case number, 
and then they'd be able to refer her to their fraud department. At this time, no monetary value has 
been lost, and her main concern was her identity would be stolen. The deputy advised her to call the 
social security fraud hotline and advised her to change her passwords if she was able.  
 
07.30 The caller stated he received a text message regarding his Apple account from an unknown 
number. He claimed he responded to all the requested information, including his bank account 
details. Shortly thereafter, he noticed an attempt to withdraw $4,000 from his bank account. He then 



received a call from his bank and confirmed that no funds were lost. He stated the total amount 
attempted was $4,404. Due to the prompt response by US Bank, he did not lose any money and was 
advised by his bank to file a police report. 
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
07.25 16xx Crosstown Blvd NW – illegal dumping at recycling center; suspect identified 
07.27 7xx 159 Ave NW – theft of e-bike from the side of the garage 
07.28 18xx Crosstown Blvd NW - illegal dumping at recycling center; suspect identified 
 
Arrests 
07.29 144xx Flintwood St NW – Disorderly Conduct; deputies responded to mother/son domestic. 
When they arrived the situation subsided. Once they left, it flared up again and deputies went back 
and arrested the son. 
 
07.30 20xx 139 Ave NW – Warrant Arrest; deputies received a tip that a female was at the location 
and she had a felony warrant. A deputy located her in the driveway and she was arrested.  
 
08.01Hanson/154 Ave NW – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for poor driving conduct. 
When he make contact with the driver, he appeared impaired. He stated he had six drinks. Field 
sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .14 
 
Bethel 
Arrests 
07.27 Railroad/Main – Warrant Arrest; a deputy was in the area looking for a male with a warrant. 
He observed him walking down the street. He was stopped and arrested.  
 
Columbus 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
92xx Lake Dr NE – vandalism; security footage shows a vehicle attempting to pull down a tree – 
suspects identified 
151xx W Freeway Dr NE – theft from a job site; electrical equipment, taper supplies 
 
East Bethel 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
07.30 209 Ave/Johnson St NE – illegal dumping of trash 
 
Arrests 
07.27 Hwy 65/187 Lane NE – DWI 3rd degree; a deputy stopped a driver for poor driving conduct. 
When he made contact, the male said he did not know he was swerving. The male had a difficult 
time pulling out his wallet and looking through it. He stated he had two beers. Field sobriety tests 
were failed and he was arrested. .264 
 
07.30 Viking Blvd/North Coon Lake Dr NE – Controlled Substance Possession; a deputy ran a plate 
and the registered owner had a warrant. He stopped the vehicle. When he made contact, the owner 
of the vehicle was in the passenger seat and her identity was confirmed. While investigating, a K9 
was called to sniff the vehicle due to the owner’s suspicious behavior. Drugs were found on the 
female – meth and fentanyl. She was arrested. 



 
07.31 Hwy 65/237 Ave NE – DWI 2nd degree; multiple callers reported a female slumped over in a 
vehicle and requested a welfare check. A deputy located her with an open alcohol container between 
her legs, the vehicle running, and her foot on the break. She appeared impaired but stated she was 
just tired. She did not have a driver’s license. When getting out of the vehicle, she took a swig of 
Captain Morgan. Field sobriety tests were ended for safety reasons. She was arrested. .241 
 
Ham Lake 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Ham Lake this week. 
 
Linwood 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
07.31 242xx W Typo Dr NE- theft of rowboat from the property 
 
Nowthen 
Arrests 
07.25 94xx Viking Blvd NW – Disorderly Conduct; deputies responded to an argument between to 
males who were strangers. They were threatening each other, and one threatened a gun. When the 
deputies spoke to the male, he appeared impaired and would not cooperate. He was arrested. His 
wife came and picked up the kids.  
 
Oak Grove 
Arrests 
07.25 Zion Pkwy/221 Ave NW – Warrant Arrest; a deputy observed a male driving a vehicle and 
knew he had a warrant. He stopped the car and the male was arrested. 
 
07.30 Sims Rd/Cedar Dr NW – No DL; a deputy observed a male driving and knew he didn’t have a 
driver’s license. He was stopped and arrested. His wife picked up the vehicle from the scene.  
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


