ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FRIDAY UPDATE: 08.22.25

Scams

08.17 A daughter called looking for assistance in getting her mother's lost cat back. Her mother had
recently lost her Siamese cat. She posted a picture of the lost cat on social media. The mother was
sent an email from rileysmith9569@icloud.com and a text message from 309-459-5441 with a picture
of a female holding a Siamese cat. The email said, "I think I found your cat.” The person claiming to
have the cat wanted money via a cash app for taking care of the cat and buying food. The daughter
said her mother was willing to pay but wanted to pay using cash. Both were advised this was a scam.

08.18 The victim stated that on July 21 she provided her social security number and a copy of her
passport to a company she was going to do photography work for. She stated the company sold
Levi's brand jeans and the name of the company started with a K. They sent a check to the victim
and told her to deposit it, and then asked for a check in return. She thought this was weird and froze
all of her accounts. She saw that the company accepted payment through Bitcoin and thought it
might be a scam. She stated she did not send any money to the company, only her SSN and
passport. She stated she went to freeze her passport and was told she needed a police report that
detailed why she needed her passport frozen. She was worried someone would use her passport
illegally.

08.18 The victim stated she received a phone call this morning from Deputy Mathisen from the
Anoka County Sheriff's Office, saying she needed to appear in court and a judge had issued a
warrant for her arrest. She was told by the scammers to keep them on the phone while she went to
the bank to withdraw money, and to not tell anyone who she is talking to. The victim went to the
bank but was advised by the bank to not give the individual on the phone any money. She hung up
the phone and called to report the incident. The deputy informed her we do have a Deputy Mathisen
at the Anoka County Sheriff's Office; however, he did not call her, and it was a scammer posing as a
deputy. She stated she did not give the individual any money or any of her information, however, she
stated they knew several pieces of her personal information such as her full name, date of birth, and
address.

08.19 The victim requested a deputy go to his house as an unidentified male was on the phone with
him and threatening to come to the house and kill his family if he did not pay them money. The
victim began receiving threatening text messages today that showed a picture of his house and
stated that they had people on the way to the address to kill his family if he did not send them
money. The victim stated he sent them $1000 over Zelle through his bank. He stated that he was
about ten minutes away from his house and that he had the suspect on mute on his other phone.
The deputy advised him to keep the suspect on mute until he arrived home. Once he was home, he
unmuted the phone, the male refused to identify himself and the deputy identified myself as law
enforcement and the male began to make claims that the victim bought guns and then drugs from
him and owed him money. The scammer eventually hung up.



08.20 The victim received an invoice emailed to her and it stated that if the listed charge was not
hers, to call the number at the bottom. She called the number and the person that picked up gave
her elaborate instructions to follow. In the end she ended up giving them her name, address, and
banking information. The person then transferred $10,000 from her savings to her checking account
to make it look like they deposited her a large sum of money. They then told her it was a mistake
and that she needed to withdraw the money in cash to go to a gas station in Blaine and deposit the
money into an ATM and transfer it back to them. She caught onto the scam and then went to her
bank and changed all of her banking info. At this time, she has lost no money.

Andover
Burglaries
08.19 152xx Hanson Blvd NW — YMCA; glass door shattered, ATM forced open

Thefts & Damage to Property

08.15 145xx Yellow Pine St NW — fire in a shed spreading to the home

08.19 139xx Norway St NW — theft from unlocked vehicle overnight; cash, disc golf bag
08.19 18xx Crosstown Blvd NW — illegal dumping at the recycling center; suspect identified

Arrests

08.15 42xx 141 Lane NW — Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a male at the location “tearing”
up the home and the woman at the home has a no contact order against the male. Deputies arrived
and were let in by a child. They located the male upstairs and he had locked himself in and refused
to come out. Many non-lethal scenarios were set up to remove the male peacefully. He was
shattering the windows stating deputies will have to kill him. Deputies continued to talk him down
and eventually he exited the room on his own. He was arrested.

08.16 153xx Linnet St NW — Assault; deputies responded to Mercy because hospital staff reported an
assault that occurred at a party that happened in Andover where a male was beaten with a bat. The
case is still being investigated, and a suspect is being identified.

08.17 13300 Block Round Lake Blvd NW — Underage Drink and Drive; a deputy stopped a driver for
speeding 58/45. The driver stated he did not know he was speeding, and he appeared impaired.
When asked he stated he had one drink. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .079

08.19 133xx Martin St NW — Fleeing in Motor Vehicle; a deputy was responding to a suspicious male
with his hood up pulling on door handles of vehicles. While driving into the neighborhood, the deputy
saw a suspicious vehicle and attempted to stop it. The driver fled. The vehicle ended up being newly
stolen. The suspect dumped the vehicle and ran. A K9 was called in and located the suspect hiding in
a swamp. He was a juvenile. He was arrested.

08.20 Hanson/140 Lane NW — Warrant Arrest; a deputy ran a plate and the registered owner came
back with no driver’s license, but he did have warrants. The deputy stopped the driver and waited for
back-up. The male’s identity and warrant were confirmed. He was arrested. He also had a warrant
out from the US Marshalls wanted for a bank robbery.

Bethel
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week.



Columbus
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Columbus this week.

East Bethel
Thefts & Damage to Property
08.19 13xx 209 Ave NE - illegal dumping of trash on private property

Arrests

08.17 13xx 187 Lane NE — No DL; a deputy observed a male with a cracked windshield pull into a
gas station and stopped to talk to him about it. The male was identified and his license was canceled
inimical to public safety. He was arrested.

08.21 Hwy 65/Viking Blvd NE — DWI 2" degree; a caller reported a possible drunk driver. A deputy
located the driver and stopped them after observing poor driving conduct. The driver had a large
knife and was removed from the vehicle. Deputies smelled alcohol. The driver claimed to not speak
English even though he was answering deputy’s questions in English. He stated he had 2 beers
fishing. An interrupter was called. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .23. The witness
said she is willing to testifying. Charges were elevated due to a previous DWI and the driver not
having an interlock system installed as required by the state.

Ham Lake
Burglaries
08.18 161xx Cord St NE — construction site; lock cut open, multiple tools stolen

Arrests

08.16 30xx 144 Ave NE — Disorderly House; deputies responded to an underage drinking party where
fights were breaking out. Everyone was uncooperative and two instigators were put in handcuffs.
Other party-goers were verbally gotten in order. All juvenile’s parents were contacted and two were
cited with disorderly conduct. The homeowner appeared impaired and was uncooperative; she
apparently did not think underage drinking and fighting as a big deal. She was issued a disorderly
house citation.

08.17 Hwy 65/153 Ave NE — DWI, Underage Drinking and Driving; a deputy stopped a driver for
poor driving conduct. The driver appeared impaired and repeated herself multiple times while
speaking with the deputy. Field sobriety test was failed. She is a juvenile. She was arrested. .14

08.21 21xx 176 Ave NE — Domestic; deputies responded to a physical altercation between brothers.
One brother was arrested.

Linwood

Thefts & Damage to Property

08.18 240xx Taurus St NE — shingles stolen from a work site

08.21 224xx E Martin Lake NE — theft of a scooter from the boat launch

Nowthen
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week.



Oak Grove

Arrests

08.16 Cedar Dr/229 Lane NW — Warrant Arrest; a deputy was called to a female in the woods curled
up in a ball. He located her and she was identified. She had warrant out of Ramsey County. She was
arrested.

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




