ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FRIDAY UPDATE: 10.03.25

Scams

09.26 The victim was contacted by the phone number 267-819-1700 with a caller ID of Bank of
America. This caller stated that his account had been hacked and that he needed to send them
money on Zelle to get around this "hack". He sent approximately $2,000 to the spoofed Zelle
account. The number called him back and stated that it did not work, and he needed to send
additional cash totaling $4,000. A short time later the caller called back and stated that this did not
work, and he needed to send $4,000 in Visa Gift Cards which he did. A total amount of approximately
$10,000 was sent to the above listed humber.

09.27 The victim stated she has an account with Asurion, which is an insurance company. She was
having trouble reaching them for an issue she was having. She looked them up on Facebook and
messaged them to call her. They called using WhatsApp and was put in touch with a representative.
This Facebook account was false and not Asurion. While dealing with this false representative she
was instructed to download an application called LemFi. She followed the representatives'
instructions, but once she was in this application she was given a pass code, which she entered, and
the representative, unknown to her, had access to her Wells Fargo Bank account. The unknown male
on the other line then instructed her to enter different dollar amounts but she did not do this because
this would have added around $1,800 to the account and she now believed this was a scam. She
hung up but was then called by Wells Fargo regarding suspicious transactions. She informed Wells
Fargo that none of the transactions were approved, and she explained the incident to them. Wells
Fargo closed her accounts but, before Wells Fargo could complete this, $1,700 dollars was
transferred to LemFi and then it was routed to an unknown destination.

09.27 The victim was on his computer when a pop-up appeared on screen and loud alarms played
on the speakers. The message that displayed on the screen claimed the computer's Windows
Defender software had found his computer had been hacked. The victim then searched the web for
"Windows Defender" and called an unknown number. The person representing themselves as
Microsoft Windows Defender claimed they found his computer and his US Bank credit card had been
used on pornographic websites and used to access CSAM. The person he spoke with "patched" him in
with someone purporting to from US Bank and a person purporting to be from the FDIC. The victim
was told to go to US Bank in Andover and withdraw $20,000. The Andover location refused to give
him that money as they suspected fraud. He then went to US Bank in Anoka where they did give him
the money after he changed his story that he was using the money to buy a car from a neighbor. The
perpetrator stayed on the phone with him the entire time from approximately 10:00 hours to 16:00
hours. The victim went to a Bitcoin ATM at the Holiday Gas Station on Main St in Anoka and
deposited $2000 using a QR code that was sent to him. The perpetrator then sent him to Wells Fargo
in Coon Rapids to deposit the rest of the money into an account. Wells Fargo refused to accept the
cash as he was not the account holder, and it appears they suspected fraud was being conducted
using the account. After that didn't work, the perpetrator tried to send him to another bank in Blaine.
The victim began to suspect that something funny was going on and he redeposited the remaining



$18,000 back into his US Bank account. At some point he was told they weren't allowed to
communicate with anyone for 24 hours. One of their daughters requested a welfare check on her
parents after they called and got unusual responses from her. Deputies went and checked on them at
that time and discovered the fraud.

Andover
Thefts & Damage to Property
09.26 4xx 144 Lane NW — vehicle tampered with overnight; caught on camera @4:49 am

Arrests

09.26 8x 143 Ave NW — Warrant Arrest; deputies were at the location settling a dispute between
occupants. When the complainant was identified, she had seven warrants out of Wright County. She
was arrested.

09.29 15xx 147 Ave NW — Obstruct Legal Process; deputies were called to a custody dispute. While
they were there, a parent showed up saying he was taking his kids. Deputies tried to explain that
wasn't going to happen and the male got belligerent and fought with deputies. He was arrested.

10.02 140 Ln/Round Lake Blvd NW — DWI Refusal; a deputy responded to a call of a wrong-way
driver. He located the vehicle and stopped it. The driver appeared impaired. When asked about
drinking, she stated she went to a lot of “shops.” Field sobriety tests were failed. She was arrested.
.302

Bethel
Thefts & Damage to Property
10.01 10x Main St — a stolen vehicle from Ham Lake was located at the address

Arrests
09.29 11x Broadway St NW — Warrant Arrest; a deputy went to the location looking for a male with a
warrant out of Hennepin County. He was located and arrested.

Columbus

Arrests

09.27 152xx Zurich St NE — Trespassing; deputies responded to an intoxicated woman at the location
who was refusing to leave. She was located and uncooperative. She refused to leave and kept yelling
at deputies "I am an ICU nurse” and swearing. She was arrested.

East Bethel

Thefts & Damage to Property

09.26 19xx Klondike Dr NE — window broken on business; audible alarm sounded, suspect fled
09.29 243xx Hwy 65 NE — a fired bullet went through a wall and found in the house

Ham Lake

Thefts & Damage to Property

09.26 20xx 141 Ave NE - theft from an unsecured vehicle overnight; backpack, phone, hard drive
09.26 8xx 158 Ave NE — unsecured vehicle rummaged through overnight; caught on camera 4:20 am



09.30 176xx Hwy 65 NE — vandalism; spray painted skylight on bank
10.02 41xx Wildwood Dr NE — theft of mail; checks stolen and “washed”
10.02 177xx Johnson St NE — theft of mail

Arrests

09.28 16200 Block Hwy 65 NE — Drugs; a deputy stopped a driver for not having a license. The male
lied about his identity; he stated he was his brother. Truth prevailed. He had no driver’s license but
plenty of warrants. He was arrested. Before towing the vehicle, it was inventoried and meth, a lot of
cash, and packaging materials were found.

09.29 164xx Aberdeen St NE — Trespassing; a deputy was called to a habitual trespassing female at
the location. There had been three calls about her in one day. The deputy located her and she was
arrested.

10.01 Hwy 65/Crosstown Blvd NE — DWI 31 degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 106/65.
The driver pulled into a gas station. The deputy ordered the driver to shut off the vehicle and get
out. While patting the suspect down for weapons the deputy smelled alcohol and he appeared
impaired. He stated he had not drank and was heading home from work. He refused to test. He was
arrested. .13

Linwood
Thefts & Damage to Property
10.01 68xx 226 Ave NE — theft from an unsecured vehicle; coins

Nowthen
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week.

Oak Grove

Thefts & Damage to Property

09.29 22xx 214 Ave NEW - theft of a utility trailer from the property

10.01 Xenia/221 Lane NW - vandalism; damage being caused by ATV on undeveloped lots

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




