ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FRIDAY UPDATE: 12.19.25

Scams

12.12 The victim reported that someone posed as his former friend on Instagram and scammed him
into giving them money. The suspect was posing as one of his old friends from the military. The
“friend” asked for money to buy boots, and the victim said no. The victim was then messaged by who
he thought was his friend's sister. She asked several times for his bank account login. Thinking that
he was helping a friend and doing the right thing, he gave the sister his bank account login in. The
victim’s bank account was emptied and now has a negative $10,000 balance. His account only had
$400 in it, so he actually lost a total of $400.

12.13 The victim observed an email from Webroot Security stating that they needed to renew her
subscription and provided a phone number. The victim called the number and spoke with a male who
gained remote access to her computer and accessed her US Bank account information. The male
stated they were going to renew for 2 computers, and the victim stated she only needed 1
subscription for 1 computer. The male then claimed that when he refunded $250, it was mistakenly
entered as $25,000, and that the victim needed to wire back the overage. She then realized this was
a scam, and she went to her bank. The victim stated that the bank showed that the scammer had
accessed their bank account and moved $25,000 from one of her accounts to another one. The bank
closed her accounts and opened new ones.

12.14 The victim said he was going to look at a rental property in Andover. He found an ad on
Facebook and was talking over the phone with someone identified as Jonathan Stepto about the
property and he was interested in it as a rent to own situation. The victim and his girlfriend sent $210
via Zelle to a Benjamin Carlson. The victim said he was told to go to the house to look at it and the
back door would be open. The victim went to the house, the rear door was open, and he toured the
home as instructed. While there, he realized he was scammed and was attempting to stop the Zelle
payment that his girlfriend sent. The deputy contacted with suspect from the number the victim
called and he ended up hanging up on the deputy after confronting him about scamming.

12.16 The victim stated she found the listing on Facebook Marketplace and believed the home rent
was too good to be true but wanted to look at it anyway. The person she spoke with told her to go to
the home and the backdoor is unlocked. She stated when they got to the home, the back door was
not unlocked so she had to contact the person again. The victim stated the person gave specific
instructions on how to get access to the home through Invitation Homes. She toured the home and
was given instructions to leave the back door open again. She was also advised that he needed an
immediate payment of $75 for an application fee. The victim stated she was then hounded by the
person for a $900 deposit, or they would not be able to hold the home for her. She stated the rent
was such a good deal, but after being hounded for the deposit, she decided to hold on making the
deposit but she did pay for the application fee. It ended up being a fake listing.



12.16 The victim stated that she is Facebook friends with her father's cousin. His Facebook had a
post that stated her father was moving to a nursing home and they had items listed for sale. A new
washer and dryer caught her eye, and she inquired about it. She was told she needed to put down a
$300 down payment to hold them. She was first asked for payment over Zelle, but she doesn't use
that. They then asked her to send money through Apple Pay. The transaction said pending but her
daughter figured out what she was doing before it finished. The victim’s daughter informed her this
was a scam, and the victim cancelled the transaction.

Andover
Thefts & Damage to Property
12.16 145xx Yellow Pine St NW — theft of a chainsaw from a construction site

Arrests
12.12 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW — Shoplifting x2; deputies responded to the location for two
shoplifters in the asset protection office. Both were arrested.

Bethel
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week.

Columbus

Arrests

15xxx Lake Dr NE — Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a physical domestic between and ex-
boyfriend/girlfriend. The girlfriend had fled the location. After investigating, it was decided the
girlfriend would be arrested. Deputies searched the area and located her hiding in a neighbor’s shed.
She was arrested.

93xx Howard Lake Dr NE — No Contact Order Violation; a woman reported a male she had a no-
contact order against was texting her. After investigating, it was determined that the order was
violated and a pick-up order was put out for the male.

12.15 Lake Dr/W Freeway Dr NE — No DL; a deputy ran a plate and the registered owner came back
with no driver’s license and a trespass at the location. He stopped the vehicle and the driver’s identity
was confirmed. He was arrested.

East Bethel

Arrests

12.14 Viking/Hwy 65 NE — DWI 2" degree; a deputy responded to a call of a vehicle in the ditch.
When he arrived, he located the driver who replied when asked what happened, “I'm drunk and
missed the turn.” Field sobriety could not be conducted due to intoxication. He was arrested. .20
Charges were elevated due to alcohol content and a prior DWI.

Ham Lake

Thefts & Damage to Property

12.12 151xx Lever St NE — stolen mail; check washed and cashed at a bank in Blaine
12.12 154xx Hwy 65 NE — theft of a license plate

12.13 144xx University Ave NE — snowblower stolen from the driveway

Arrests



12.16 176xx Central Ave NE — Assist Other Agency; Lino Lakes PD was looking for a male involved in
a domestic assault that fled. A Ham Lake deputy located the suspect in a vehicle and stopped the
driver. His identity was confirmed and he was arrested. Custody was handed over to a Lino Lakes
officer.

Linwood
Thefts & Damage to Property
12.13 52xx 229 Ave NE — mailbox was hit by a vehicle destroying it

Nowthen

Arrests

12.13 St Francis Blvd/215 Ave NW — DWI 3" degree; a deputy was called to two suspicious vehicles
and 4 males attempting to flag down passing vehicles. The deputy arrived and recognized the 18-
year-old driver from a previous DWI arrest. He smelled alcohol on him. When asked, he stated he
had a few drinks. He was arrested. .14

12.14 224xx St Francis Blvd NW — Assault; deputies responded to a fight between residents. One
was arrested.

12.18 188xx Jasper St NW — Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned a male was at the location and he had
multiple warrants out of Hennepin and Anoka Counties, and he had a pick-up order from Minneapolis
PD for a domestic assault. He was located and threatened to shoot deputies. SWAT was called and
the stand-off continues at the time I am writing this report.

Oak Grove

Arrests

12.12 198xx Rum River Blvd NW — Warrant Arrest; a deputy went to the location looking for a
woman with a warrant. She was located and taken into custody.

12.13 20xxx Walden Blvd NW — DWI 3" degree; a deputy was responding to a call of a male who
was intoxicated and threatening suicide. Before the deputy arrived, the male left in a vehicle. The
deputy located the vehicle as he was on the way to the call and stopped the driver. He did appear
impaired. The driver stated he had a few drinks. Field sobriety tests were failed. .23 Charges were
elevated due to the blood alcohol content.

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




