
 
 
ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
SHERIFF BRAD WISE 
 
FRIDAY UPDATE: 12.26.25 

 
Scams 
12.19 The victim was scammed out of $2,800 using the Wise App. She stated that she is moving to 
Spain in May 2026 and was looking for a place to rent. She stated that she located a place online and 
was originally communicating with Richard Emanuel. She has been using Facebook Messenger to 
connect with Richard but later switched to WhatsApp. She stated that Richard provided them with his 
Passport as well as legal contracts to rent while in Spain. On November 25, 2025, she transferred 
$1,400 to Richard via the Wise App for a security deposit. On December 1, 2025, she then sent him 
the first month's rent, which was also $1,400. December 2, Richard then stated that laws changed in 
Spain and that he would need more money and requested $700. The victim did research online 
regarding Spain and the location and found no such law changes. She stated that they communicated 
with Richard regarding the extra fees, and then he responded that he only needed $350 instead.  
 
12.21 The victim stated that she received a phone call from Lt. Jake Saunders with the Anoka County 
Pretrial Release Program. She stated that if they pay $700 via Zelle or Cash App, her son would be 
able to be released on a DWI charge for which he was arrested yesterday. She stated that he called 
at 1320 hours from phone number 651-477-5884. The victim called him back about 10 minutes after 
the original phone call, and Jake answered the phone. She stated that she had a speaker phone call 
with him for about 2 minutes and became suspicious and stated that she was going to call the Anoka 
County Sheriff's Office to verify. He became silent, and they ended up disconnecting the phone call. 
The victim had no financial loss but wanted to report the incident. 
 
12.23 The victim wanted to report that he almost was the victim of a "Gold Scam". He stated a few 
weeks ago he was on his home computer and received a message, he forgets how, from Microsoft. 
They informed him that his computer was compromised, and he could see they had access to his 
computer. They informed him that his bank account with Affinity Plus had been compromised. They 
instructed him to go to his bank and wire transfer the money to APMEX and buy gold coins and have 
it shipped to his residence. APMEX is a precious metals distributor. They told him this would protect 
his assets. He went to his bank, and he had $182,000 in his account. He told the bank to wire 
transfer the funds to AMPEX and he was going to invest in gold coins. The wire transfer was 
completed, and he was contacted by a representative with APMEX, and they inquired why he was 
doing this, and he explained the situation. APMEX told him this was a "Gold Scam" and if they 
shipped the coins to him that his house would potentially be robbed in the near future, after he 
received the delivery. The funds were then sent back to his bank, and they have started an 
investigation. He was told he needed to make a police report for this investigation. He is also going to 
report this to the FBI and Department of Commerce. He does not know how they got into his 
computer, and he is going to have that looked into as well. 
 
12.23 The victim reported that today an unknown number called her and reported that she had two 
warrants out for her arrest. The male on the phone provided her with his name, badge number, etc. 
and advised that she had a $8,000 bond that needed to be taken care of. The male on the phone 



stated that they sent a summons to her previous address and someone signed the summons for her. 
They advised she needed to pay in cash, which she advised she did not have. The male on the phone 
advised debit card would work as well. She provided them with a debit card number to her credit 
union. The scammers reached back out and advised that the card was not working, and they were 
unable to pull funds. The deputy advised her to contact Minco and tell them of the issue, as well as 
request a new debit card. 
 
Andover 
Burglaries 
34xx 135 Ave NW – family was home, it happened overnight; suspect entered an unlocked garage 
service door – tools, toolbox, auger stolen 
 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
12.19 137xx Hanson Blvd NW – lock cut on propane tank cage, 5 tanks stolen 
12.20 137xx Round Lake Blvd NW – vandalism; a paver was thrown through a window 
12.20 152xx Hanson Blvd NW – theft from a locker; wallet – credit cards being used 
12.20 13xx 148 Lane NW – theft of a pellet grill from the driveway 
 
Arrests 
12.19 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Drugs; deputies responded to a call of two shoplifters – a male 
and female. The male fled. When speaking with the female, she appeared not to know what the male 
was doing. The male was located in the parking lot. While being arrested for shoplifting, fentanyl was 
found.  
 
12.19 172xx Partridge St NW – Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned a male with a felony drug warrant 
out of Scott County was at the location. He went and knocked on the door, the male answered. He 
was arrested.  
 
12.20 29xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – DWI 4th degree; a community service officer was out doing a 
motorist assist. He noticed there was an open alcohol container in the cup holder and called a 
deputy. The deputy located the vehicle and stopped it. The driver appeared impaired and field 
sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .132 
 
12.21 Round Lake/Sunny Way Court – DWI 4th degree; a deputy stopped a driver for having a 
headlight out. While speaking with the driver he smelled alcohol, and the driver stated he had a beer. 
Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .138 
 
12.22 24xx 136 Lane NW – Domestic Assault; deputies were called to an out-of-control juvenile male 
destroying the house and physically fighting with family members. Deputies arrived and the male 
continued his behavior; he was arrested.  
 
Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week. 
 
Columbus 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
12.19 147xx Lake Dr NE – a vehicle was stolen via fraud; suspect identified  
 



East Bethel 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
12.25 224xx Bucanan St NE – tools stolen from the location 
 
Arrests 
12.23 40xx Viking Blvd NE – DWI Refusal; a deputy responded to a single vehicle crash. He located a 
male that crawled out of the vehicle. He appeared impaired and smelled of alcohol. He said others 
were with him, but footprints did not prove so and a witness stated he was alone. Field sobriety tests 
were failed. He was arrested. .22 
 
12.26 187xx Sandhill Pkwy NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy pulled into a parking lot, and the vehicle 
next to him abruptly pulled out. He ran the plate and the registered owner had a warrant. He 
stopped the vehicle. The male’s identity was confirmed and he was arrested.  
 
Ham Lake 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
12.24 160xx Central Ave NE – business; theft of a vehicle from the sales lot 
 
Arrests 
12.20 Hwy 65/181 Ave NE – DWI 3rd degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 108/65. When 
asked why he was driving so fast, he stated “I’m just trying to get home.” He was having a hard time 
finding his license and insurance and the deputy smelled alcohol. The driver stated he hadn’t been 
drinking but then admitted to having one. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .18 
 
12.20 176xx Central Ave NE – Trespassing; two males were at the bar causing problems and 
refusing to leave. A deputy arrived and the men were combative and refused to identify themselves. 
They stated they had a ride coming. While waiting for their ride, the men kept telling the deputy to 
arrest them, calling him radical slurs, and basically being jerks. They did not have a ride coming, the 
bouncer wanted them out of there, so both men were arrested.  
 
12.21 Xylite/174 Ave NE – DWI 3rd degree; while writing reports, a deputy observed a vehicle speed 
past on Xylie and then a ways down the road, the brake lights came on and then the emergency 
lights. He went to see if he could assist. The vehicle was in the ditch. The driver smelled like alcohol 
and an uncooperative female walked away from the scene. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was 
arrested. .13 Charges were elevated due to a prior DWI.  
 
12.23 139 Ave/Hwy 65 NE – Drugs; a deputy was called to a suspicious vehicle with its door open 
and garbage around it. When the deputy arrived, he made contact with a male who was spray 
painting the vehicle. When asked about it, he appeared high. A K9 was called; meth, a meth pipe and 
paraphernalia were located. He also did not have a driver’s license. He was arrested.  
 
Linwood 
Arrests 
12.22 226xx Martin Lake Rd NE – Warrant Arrest; at the request of juvenile probation, a deputy went 
to the location to arrest a male who violated his probation. The deputy located the male in his room 
and male attempted to pull a knife on the deputy. He was arrested.  
 



12.23 85xx 239 Lane NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a husband/wife domestic. 
Things were negotiated and deputies left. They were called back shortly after they left because it 
turned physical. The husband was arrested.  
 
Nowthen 
Arrests 
12.19 Viking/Bought St NW – DWI 3rd degree; on routine patrol, a deputy observed a vehicle driving 
in northbound in southbound lanes. He stopped the driver who had stopped in the middle of an 
intersection. The deputy immediately smelled alcohol. The driver stated he had a couple beers. Field 
sobriety test were failed. The man’s girlfriend showed up at the stop to “pick him up.” He was 
arrested. .22 
 
12.20 224xx Garnet St NW – Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned there was a juvenile at the location 
with a warrant. The deputy arrived and the juvenile was attempting to leave. He was taken out of the 
vehicle and arrested.  
 
Oak Grove 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
12.21 Viking/Flamingo St NW – recovered a stolen vehicle out of St. Paul at the location 
 
Arrests 
12.20 Lake George/Viking Blvd NW – DWI Refusal; a deputy was called to a vehicle in a snowbank. 
He arrived and located a female in the driver seat and a male outside the vehicle. The male stated 
the female was drunk. The deputy spoke to her and smelled alcohol. She began the field sobriety 
tests but just quit participating and got combative. Deputies allowed her to call her attorney; she did 
and they just fought. She was arrested.  
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


