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City of Columbus 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Alternative Meeting Format 
MN Statute, Section 13D.021 

02.08.2023 

The 02.08.23 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by Mayor 
Jesse Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Robert Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland 
and Sue Wagamon; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Bill Griffith, City Engineer Kevin 
Bittner, Public Communication Coordinator Connor Keith and Public Works Director Jim Windingstad. 

Also in attendance: Planning Commissioner Lynn Carver-Quinn 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
1. Call to Order Regular Meeting – 6:03 p.m. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 
3. Agenda Approval with Additions 
4. Approval of the 11-09-2022 City Council Meeting Minutes 
5. Approval of the 11-21-2022 City Council Meeting Minutes 
6. Approval of the 12-14-2022 City Council Meeting Minutes 
7. Pay Bills as Posted 

Motion by Hegland to approve Consent Agenda Items Nos. 3-7. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: 
Hanegraaf – aye (on Items 3 and 7); Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. 
Motion carries. 

C. PRESENTATION 
8. Public Open Forum 

No participation. 

9. Planning Commission Report 

Hanegraaf provided a report from the February 1, 2023, Planning Commission meeting, sharing that the 
discussion was about Resolution 21-22, a moratorium study regarding pet boarding and grooming.  

Hegland repeated what she had shared at the Planning Commission meeting, sharing that the City is 
responsible for animal business licensing because the state and Anoka County have delegated that work 
to the municipal level. Hegland felt that the City needs to determine its plan for licensing and 
enforcement before having discussions about performance standards and permitted districts, which has 
been made difficult by the City’s Animal Control contractor being unable to assist with enforcement and 
the sparsity of other animal control agencies in the area. 

Hanegraaf asked Mursko how many districts permit dog day care or other animal business uses. Mursko 
did not know the exact number of districts that currently permit animal businesses, but that the only 
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known animal business in the City is a doggy daycare in the Community Commercial District. Hegland 
said she felt the next step would be for City Staff to prepare answers to the questions listed in the 
moratorium to begin the process of closing it out. 

Motion by Hegland to direct City Staff to prepare a Findings of Fact for the questions posed in the 
moratorium for discussion at the next Joint Planning Commission and City Council meeting on March 
1, 2023. Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; 
Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Hanegraaf continued, sharing that Associate Planning Frank Koenen had told him that he’d made 
contact with Clear Channel regarding the digital billboards along the interstates to enforce the 
conditions in their permit. 

10. Columbus PTO RES 23-01 Gambling Premise Request 17245 Notre Dame St. 

Mursko explained that this resolution is regarding an application by the Columbus Parent Teacher 
Organization (CPTO) to conduct excluded Bingo and raffles to fundraise on May 5, 2023, at 17345 Notre 
Dame St. as they’ve done in the past. Mursko shared that the paperwork is in order and Staff is 
recommending approval. 

Motion by Preiner to approve Resolution 23-01 authorizing the Columbus Parent Teacher 
Organization (CPTO) to conduct excluded Bingo and raffle at the premise located at 17345 Notre 
Dame St. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – 
aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Mursko continued, sharing that Pheasants Forever has submitted a similar request, as they’ve asked to 
conduct an excluded raffle for charitable gambling at 15201 Running Aces Blvd. on July 27, 2023. Mursko 
said all paperwork has been submitted and is in order. 

Busch asked if that is Pheasants Forever’s Anoka County chapter. Mursko said the application listed 
Pheasants Forever’s Wright County chapter. 

Motion by Preiner to approve Resolution 23-02 authorizing Pheasants Forever to conduct an excluded 
raffle at the premise located at 15201 Running Aces Blvd. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf 
– aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

11. Minnesota Revolving Loan Program Policy 

Mursko shared that the City participated in a Business Subsidy Program sponsored by the Minnesota 
Department of Economic and Employment Development (DEED) in 2018, which allowed Bare Homes to 
receive a loan for $964,500 at 0 percent interest pending the company production of 60 jobs, among 
other criteria, within two years – a deadline that was extended to December 2022 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The City is now charged with adopting a policy to manage the Business Revolving Fund that 
stipulates Bare Homes repays the loan to the state through the City and the City may retain $100,000. 
DEED has drafted a policy for the City to adopt that meets the minimum requirements set by the state, 
and the City may include further stipulations within its policy at its discretion. 
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Busch asked if the policy was for how the $100,000 is to be spent. Mursko said that is one of the 
stipulations. Hegland asked if the $100,000 is what is being referenced as revolving. Mursko confirmed 
that is the case, as the some or all of the same money is loaned to businesses in Columbus perpetually. 

Motion by Preiner to approve the City of Columbus’ Minnesota Revolving Loan Program Policy 23-01 
as presented in the general purposes and guidelines from the State of Minnesota memo and delegate 
any future operational guideline definement to City Staff. Seconded by Busch. 

Hegland asked if a further motion was necessary at this meeting to develop additional policy. Griffith 
said the minimum policy as drafted by the State needed to be passed at this meeting and that further 
policy additions could be discussed at a workshop meeting. 

Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion 
carries. 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 
12. Engineer Report 

No report. 

13. Attorney Report 

Griffith provided an update from work at the state capital, sharing that the City’s effort to establish 
permanent transportation funding has been drafted in both chambers. In the state senate, the bill is 
titled “SB795” and in the State House it is titled “HB1012.” A meeting with both chambers’ 
Transportation Chairs has been scheduled for the upcoming week to ensure bicameral support. 

14. Mayor & City Councilmembers’ Report 

Hegland shared that the Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Joint Powers 
Agreement (JPA) is still at a stalemate, but that a stakeholders meeting has been scheduled for the 
afternoon of March 1 at Ham Lake City Hall and will be attended by the Minnesota Board of Water & 
Soil Resources (BWSR). 

Busch shared that he’d had the opportunity to talk with Governor Tim Walz and that he’d brought up 
the small cities transportation bill and the City’s broadband efforts.  

15. Public Works Report 

No report. 

16. Public Communications Coordinator Report 

No report. 

17. City Administrator’s Report 
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Mursko shared that Anoka County has scheduled the City’s Local Board of Appeal and Equalization 
meeting for April 18, 2023, at 6 p.m. 

Hegland asked about the League of Minnesota Cities’ “City Day on the Hill” event and if it was a good 
opportunity to lobby for permanent transportation funding. Griffith said he would talk with City 
Attorney Margaret Vesel to determine if that was a good idea or if she knew of a better opportunity. 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 EDA & City Council Workshop Meeting 02-14-2023 at 5:30 p.m. 
 Planning Commission Meeting 02-15-2023 at 6 p.m. 
 City Council Meeting 02-22-2023 at 6 p.m. 
 Calendar of Meetings 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Hegland to adjourn. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; 
Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner - aye. Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

Respectively submitted: 

 

 

 

Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator 
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