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City of Columbus 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Alternative Meeting Format 
MN Statute, Section 13D.021 

06.28.2023 

The 06.28.23 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 6 p.m. by Mayor Jesse 
Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland and Sue 
Wagamon; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Bill Griffith (via teleconference), Public 
Communication Coordinator Connor Keith and Public Works Director Jim Windingstad. 

Also in attendance: Cindy Angel, Myron Angel, Joe Bazey (via teleconference), Andrew Fossey, Taylor 
Fossey, Natalie Ryder (via teleconference) and +1 651-353-7482 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
1. Call to Order Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance

B. CONSENT AGENDA
3. Agenda Approval with Additions
4. Approval of the 04-18-2023 Columbus Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting Minutes
5. Approval of the 05-10-2023 City Council Meeting Minutes
6. Pay Bills as Posted

Motion by Hegland to approve Consent Agenda items Nos. 3 through 6 with an edit to the 05-10-2023 
City Council Meeting Minutes. Seconded by Wagamon. 

Hegland recommended that the first paragraph on Page No. 7 of 9 be edited to say that individual 
lessees at Brown Beagle would receive “Zoning Compliance Certificates” instead of PUDs. 

Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion 
carries. 

C. PRESENTATION
7. Public Open Forum

M. Angel asked what has happened to the previously installed speed limit signage. Hegland said that
some signs in the Angels’ area were ripped out of the ground, but that Public Works will begin
cementing those signs back into place.

8. Planning Commission Report

Reporting on the June 21, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting, Hegland shared that a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) amendment to build a new 15-unit garage condo building for Construction Technologies 
Inc. was discussed, with the Commission unanimously recommending the amendment to the City 
Council for approval. 
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Mursko asked Bazey for clarification regarding the address for the CUP. Bazey said the entire property is 
listed under the 13405 Lake Drive address since that is the access point. Hegland asked Mursko if the 
City had received any noise complaints from nearby neighbors on Humber Street. Mursko said there had 
been no recent noise complaints, which Bazey confirmed. 

Motion by Hegland to approve Construction Technology, Inc. Conditional Use Permit Amendment 
(PC23-105) at 13405 Lake Drive expanding the use to include the addition of one (1) additional garage 
condo building in CIC No. 320 based on the Findings of Fact 1-13 with the correction to Finding No. 3 
correcting the address, subject to Conditions 1-22. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – 
aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

13405 Lake Drive Construction Technology Inc. CUP Amendment Findings of Fact: 

1. The City received a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) amendment and Common Interest Community 
(CIC) plat application from Construction Technologies, Inc. (“CTI”) on March 8, 2023. The 
application was found to be incomplete. Upon receipt of additional information, the application 
was found complete on June 5, 2023. 

2. The 60-day review period ends on August 4, 2023, and the 120-day review period, if necessary, 
ends on October 3, 2023. 

3. The proposed development is located at 13405 Lake Drive on property legally described as part 
of Lot 2, Block 1, Humber Estates (“Property”). 

4. Common Interest Community (CIC) platting is established for legal descriptions of ownership 
properties, including condominiums, cooperatives and time shares. The plat is created after a 
building is constructed and defines individual units of property and common areas. An 
association declaration includes the rules for governing an association and a budget for the 
maintenance of common areas. 

5. CTI established Garage Solution Condominiums in 2008 with CUP approval for the construction 
for the construction of three separate garage buildings and 69 individual garage units (CIC No. 
292 Garage Solution Condominiums). In 2017, CTI received a CUP amendment to add four new 
garage buildings with 27 individual garage units (CIC No. 320 Garage Solution Condominiums 2 – 
1st supplement). In 2019, CTI received a CUP amendment to add four new garage buildings with 
25 individual garage units (CIC No. 320 Garage Solution Condominiums 2 – 2nd and 3rd 
supplement). The existing development includes a total of 199,000 square feet of garage condos 
with 121 individual garage units. 

6. The current CUP amendment is an application to allow one new building with approximately 
15,438 square feet and 15 additional garage units. The proposed site is located to the east and 
south of the existing garage condos. The ultimate legal description of this development is 
intended to be CIC No. 320 Garage Solution Condominiums 2 – 4th supplement. 

7. The proposed new building will be designed to match the appearance and character of the 
existing buildings. 

8. The proposed 31-foot by 498-foot building will be accessed by permeable pavers and a concrete 
apron adjacent to the garage units. 

9. The building will have rough-in sewer and water access within each unit for toilets and wash 
basins. An existing community well and drainfield are proposed to provide sewer and water 
capacity for this addition. 
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10. An existing trash enclosure and dumpsters, serving the entire development, are located 
immediately to the west of the proposed building. 

11. Proposed landscaping includes 18 Japanese Lilac trees, located on the northside of the four 
buildings located immediately to the north, and 10 Japanese Lilac trees, located between those 
four buildings and the proposed building. 

12. The Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) issued a Conditionally Approved Pending Receipt of 
Changes (CAPROC) review of the proposed development on May 18, 2023. This is an 
amendment to RCWD Permit 19-031. 

13. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed development on June 21, 2023. 

13405 Lake Drive Construction Technology Inc. CUP Amendment Conditions: 

1. The City approved a CUP for CTI for the Garage Solution Condominiums, CIC No. 292, containing 
three garage buildings with approximately 103,000 square feet and 69 individual garage units on 
June 25, 2008. 

2. The City approved a CUP amendment for CTI on October 12, 2026, for a common outdoor 
gathering area. 

3. The City approved a CUP amendment for CTI for the CIC No. 320 Garage Solutions 
Condominiums 2 – 1st supplement, on June 28, 2017, for four additional garage buildings 
containing approximately 48,000 square feet and 27 individual garage units. 

4. The City approved a CUP amendment for CTI for the CIC No. 320 Garage Solution Condominiums 
2 – 2nd and 3rd supplement, on May 8, 2019, for four additional garage buildings with 
approximately 48,000 square feet and 25 individual garage units. [The westerly two garage 
buildings were built first and recorded as the CIC No. 320 Garage Solution Condominiums 2 – 2nd 
supplement, and the easterly two garage buildings were built and recorded as the CIC No. 320 
Garage Solution Condominiums 2 – 3rd supplement]. 

5. The proposed 2023 CUP amendment for CTI for the CIC No. 320 Garage Solutions 
Condominiums 2 – 4th supplement (formal name pending) contains one new garage building 
with approximately 15,438 square feet and 15 individual garage units. 

6. “Property” herein includes CIC No. 292 and CIC No. 320. The CUP for CTI Garage Solution 
Condominiums includes the above original CUP and subsequent amendments. The total 
development, including the 2023 CUP amendment, consists of 12 garage buildings with 
approximately 214,438 square feet and 136 individual garage units. 

7. The 2023 CUP amendment is contingent upon the recommendations of the City Engineer. 
8. The 2023 CUP amendment is contingent upon the recommendations of the City Attorney. 
9. The 2023 CUP amendment is contingent upon the detailed building permit review and permit 

issuance by City Building Official. 
10. The 2023 CUP amendment is contingent upon the recommendations of the Forest Lake Fire 

Department. 
11. The 2023 CUP amendment is contingent upon the permitting requirements of Rice Creek 

Watershed District. 
12. The 2023 CUP amendment is contingent upon the requirements of the Anoka County Highway 

Department and Anoka County Surveyor. 
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13. Improvements allowed in the 2023 CUP amendment shall be completed according to all 
application materials found complete on June 5, 2023, as may be amended by the City. 

14. Any and all uses allowed in the CUP amendment shall be constructed, maintained and practiced 
consistent with all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations, including but not 
limited to air quality, water quality, noise standard and odor regulations. 

15. Approval of the CUP amendment does not eliminate the requirement for obtaining any other 
permits and approvals as may be required by City, watershed, county or state laws, rules, 
ordinances and policies, including but not limited to grading permits, building permits, plumbing 
permits, electrical permits, stormwater permits, sign permits and driveway permits. 

16. Approved landscaping in CIC No. 292 and CIC No. 320 shall be maintained and replaced as 
needed throughout the duration of the CUP. All buildings in CIC No. 292 and CIC No. 320 shall be 
maintained in good condition throughout the duration of the CUP. 

17. No hazardous wastes, explosives or noxious materials shall be kept on the Property. 
18. No units in CIC No. 292 and CIC No. 320 shall be used as residential dwellings. 
19. In the event the City Council determines, in its sole discretion, that the use of the Property is not 

being operated in accordance with any term or condition contained herein, the CUP may be 
revoked by the City upon proper notice and a hearing. The City shall notify regulatory authorities 
that have issued licenses or permits in connection with the CUP of any such revocation. 

20. Any expansion or intensification or change in the approved use of the Property requires an 
amendment to the CUP. 

21. CTI shall be obligated to pay all costs and expenses incurred by the City in connection with any 
proceeding to revoke the CUP, including reasonable attorneys’ fees and consultant fees. 

22. CTI shall be responsible to reimburse the City fore its out of pocket expenses incurred in the 
review and approval of the CUP, including any subsequent inspection and enforcement actions. 

Hegland continued, sharing a significant discussion took place regarding pools and pool fencing. The 
Planning Commission intends to readdress definitions regarding pools and their different varieties, how 
high fencing should be around different types of pools and if the height of an above-ground pool should 
count towards fence heights. 

The Council reached a consensus that an above-ground pool does not require a fence so long that the 
ladder is removed when the pool is not in use and that the height of the sidewalls is at least 4 feet tall, 
and in-ground pools should have a 5-foot fence with a gate. Above-ground pools with a deck around 
them should have a 36-inch hand rail. 

9. 2023 Lions Club of Forest Lake Tipboards Request 

Hegland explained that a tipboard will be used to conduct a meat raffle at the Fall Fest and asked if using 
the City Hall address for the premise permit is acceptable as long as the Lions Club stays on City 
property. Mursko said the address for Columbus City Park is the same as City Hall, so the club would be 
able to operate in either area. 

Motion by Preiner to approve Resolution 23-08 authorizing the Lions Club of Forest Lake to conduct 
the sale of tipboard tickets at the premise located at 16319 Kettle River Blvd. Seconded by Busch. 
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Preiner asked if the tipboard is a specific type of raffle, which Hegland and Mursko clarified that it is the 
technique by which the winning raffle ticket will be selected. 

Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion 
carries. 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS
10. Engineer Report

Hegland said she and Mursko had received an email from Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) 
regarding Anoka Ditch No. 10-22-32 and an upcoming meeting. Hegland asked that in addition to the 
City Attorney being kept informed of actions regarding the ditch, either Hegland as the City’s liaison or 
Preiner the mayor also be invited to these meetings and be copied on email correspondence. Hegland 
was directed to communicate these directions to RCWD. 

11. Attorney Report

Griffith shared that the City’s letter to RCWD Board regarding the previously presented Memo of 
Understanding and request for wetland credits has been mailed and the City is awaiting their response. 

12. Mayor & City Councilmembers’ Report

Hegland updated the Council on the Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization, sharing that 
three municipalities (Columbus, Linwood and East Bethel) of the four (Ham Lake) in the Joint Powers 
Agreement have passed resolutions to withdraw, although only two were necessary to start the 
dissolution process. Ham Lake’s City Council has indicated that it will not take further action and will 
instead wait and see how the dissolution resolves. 

Hegland continued, sharing the Personnel Committee convened on June 27, 2023, to conduct a second 
interview with Grant Larson, a candidate for a summer internship. Following the interview, Larson was 
offered the position, which he accepted. Mursko said the internship will run from July 11 until August 
15, 2023. 

Busch shared that he spoke with Forest Lake Councilmember Sam Husnik to further discuss their Eureka 
Street project, which connects to the City’s Hornsby Street. Busch also requested an update regarding 
the nuisance property on West Iverson Street. Mursko said that the court date for this property has 
been postponed to August 3, 2023. 

13. Public Works Report

Windingstad brought the discussion to Hornsby Street near Love’s Travel Stop. Windingstad said that 
truckers are using the public road for overflow overnight parking when the station’s truck parking is full. 
Windingstad requested the Council approve posting “No Parking” signs along the entirety of Hornsby 
Street. Hegland voiced support for Windingstad’s proposal. Hanegraaf asked which side of the road 
trucks were parking on. Windingstad said most park on the east side of the road. Preiner asked how 
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many signs may need to be purchased. Windingstad estimated six. Preiner suggested Windingstad talk 
to Love’s manager to see if the City can work a deal without buying signs. 

Windingstad continued, turning to Outlot C behind St. Clair Lakes where a resident has brought to the 
City’s attention some dead trees that could fall on houses. Griffith said he would look into the question 
regarding the DNR’s rules in this situation, but said the City will need to take some type of action since 
the trees are on its property and someone has informed them of the risk. 

14. Public Communications Coordinator Report 

No report. 

15. City Administrator’s Report 

Hanegraaf asked about the Landings at Columbus apartment project. Mursko said approximately 30 
days remain in the 90-day extension, but at the last contact with the developers they indicated they are 
still moving forward with the project when contact was made with them approximately one month ago. 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 City Council Workshop Meeting July 11, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
 City Council Meeting July 12, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
 Planning Commission Meeting July 19, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
 Calendar of Meetings 

Mursko said the July 11, 2023, Workshop Meeting will focus on the policies regarding the Code 
Compliance Inspector. 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Hegland to adjourn. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; 
Hanegraaf – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 

Respectively submitted: 

 

 

 

Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator 
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