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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

Alternative Meeting Format 

MN Statute, Section 13D.021 

07.12.2023 

The 07.12.23 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 6 p.m. by Mayor Jesse 

Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland and Sue 

Wagamon; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Bill Griffith, City Engineer Kevin Bittner, 

Public Communication Coordinator Connor Keith and Public Works Director Jim Windingstad. 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call to Order Regular Meeting – 6 p.m. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 

3. Agenda Approval with Additions 

4. Approval of the 05-24-2023 City Council Meeting Minutes 

5.   LMCIT Liability Coverage Waiver 

6. Pay Bills as Posted 

7.   Pay Bills as Posted 

Motion by Hegland to approve Consent Agenda items Nos. 3, 4 and 6. Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll 

call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

C. PRESENTATION 

8. Public Open Forum 

No participation. 

9. Planning Commission Report 

No report necessary as the Planning Commission did not meet on July 5, 2023. 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 

10. Engineer Report 

Bittner updated the Council on the West Freeway Drive project, sharing he anticipated the road being 

open for travel next week. Preiner asked Mursko if a ribbon cutting ceremony could be arranged. Bittner 

said the asphalt would be painted tomorrow. The Council agreed to host the ceremony on Monday, July 

17, 2023. 

Bittner continued, sharing that he’s been invited to a follow-up conversation tomorrow regarding Ditch 

No. 10-22-32 and plans for implementing Selection No. 4 moving forward. Hegland expressed concern 

about funding a plan that may not resolve the current problems, but said that she and Preiner would be 

in attendance. 
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Bittner continued, sharing that construction continues at the TruckALine project and its associated road 

improvements. 

11. Attorney Report 

Griffith shared a drafted Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) involving the Cities of Columbus and Lino Lakes 

in connection with an Alternative Urban Areawide Review (AUAR) for a project crossing the shared 

border. 55 acres of a proposed approximately 270-acre business park (approximately 20.4 percent) 

potentially accounting for 3.5 million square feet of industrial business space. The goal of the JPA is to 

streamline the environmental review process in a cost-effective way. 

Motion by Busch to approve the Joint Powers Agreement between the Cities of Columbus and Lino 

Lakes relating to the joint environmental review for Scannell Business Park. Seconded by Preiner. Roll 

call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Griffith continued, explaining why the City would or would not waive monetary limits on municipal tort 

liability. Griffith said that 83 percent of Minnesota Cities decline to waive the State statute’s monetary 

limits. 

Motion by Preiner to approve liability coverage waiver not waiving the monetary limits on municipal 

tort liability established by Minnesota Statute 466.04. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: 

Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

12. Mayor & City Councilmembers’ Report 

Wagamon updated the Council that MidCo has been installing internet lines in her area, as well as 

sharing that Anoka County has nearly finished the resurfacing project on the southern portion of Lake 

Drive with minimal disruption in the area. 

Hegland provided an update on the Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization JPA dissolution 

and reorganization, sharing that she’ll be part of a meeting on Friday to continue the discussion. 

Hegland continued, providing an update from the Personnel Committee requesting delegation from the 

Council for a variety of duties. Busch asked the Personnel Committee to consider allowing employees 

the option of being paid for overtime instead of only allowing compensatory time to be used for future 

time off. 

Motion by Hegland to approve delegation to the Personnel Committee the following action items: 

hiring/firing seasonal, temporary or interns when costs are covered in currently year budget; draft 

policy changes for employee handbook updates; draft and execute separation agreements; draft and 

execute compensatory time employee agreements. Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf 

– aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

13. Public Works Report 
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Hegland asked how many speed limit signs have been stolen. Windingstad said only the signs on 

Crossways and Furman have been stolen twice. 

14. Public Communications Coordinator Report 

Keith informed the Council that preliminary planning has begun on the autumnal edition of the City 

Newsletter. Intentions are for the newsletters to optimally be in the mail in the first or second week of 

September so they may promote Fall Fest. 

15. City Administrator’s Report 

Mursko provided an update on the wetland credits Columbus is requesting from Rice Creek Watershed 

District, sharing that the board discussed the Memorandum of Understanding at its workshop meeting 

on Monday, July 10, 2023, without alerting the City. Despite RCWD not agreeing thus far with the City’s 

request, Mursko and Griffith felt the Council should continue to plead its case to the board to honor the 

agreement it reached with the City. 

Mursko continued, sharing that 2024 Budget workshop meetings have been scheduled for August 8 and 

September 12, 2023. 

Mursko continued, requesting the Council delegate authority to the City Administrator to sign Fall Fest 

agreements for activities. Griffith suggested the Council only approve up to a specific value. 

Motion by Hegland to approve delegation to the City Administrator to sign contract agreements for 

the 2023 Fall Fest activities up to a total of $6,500. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – 

aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

➢ Planning Commission Meeting July 19, 2023, at 6 p.m. 

➢ City Council Meeting July 26, 2023, at 6 p.m. 

➢ Planning Commission Meeting August 2, 2023, at 6 p.m. 

➢ Calendar of Meetings 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Preiner to adjourn. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; 

Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

Respectively submitted: 

 
 

 
Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator 


