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City of Columbus 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Alternative Meeting Format 
MN Statute, Section 13D.021 

07.26.2023 

The 07.26.23 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 6 p.m. by Mayor Jesse 
Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland and Sue 
Wagamon; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Bill Griffith, City Engineer Kevin Bittner, 
Code Compliance Inspector Sean Lessard, Public Communication Coordinator Connor Keith and Public 
Works Director Jim Windingstad. 

Also in attendance: Cindy Angel, Myron Angel, Planning Commissioner Barb Bobick, Thomas Vacha and 
Jennifer Waletzko (via teleconference), +1 651-353-7482 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
1. Call to Order Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance

B. CONSENT AGENDA
3. Agenda Approval with Additions
4. Approval of the 06-14-2023 City Council Meeting Minutes
5. Pay Bills as Posted

Motion by Hegland to approve Consent Agenda items Nos. 3- 5. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: 
Busch – abstain; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

C. PRESENTATION
6. Public Open Forum

No participation. 

7. Planning Commission Report

Reporting on the July 19, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting, Wagamon shared that the first order of 
business was a variance request by Thomas Vacha to reduce the accessory building front yard setback 
at 18760 Jennings St. by 18 inches. The Planning Commission recommended the application to the City 
Council for approval. 

Wagamon asked if the recommendation from staff would be to approve the variance as submitted or if 
the Council should wait until they could question the applicant about his intentions for the proposed 
“utility storage building.” Griffith said the Council could choose to take either course of action. 

Bobick clarified that she asked Vacha what he intended to do with the utility building, to which Vacha 
said he would be storing his mobile home and leftover trailers and tools from his former professional 
life. 
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Motion by Wagamon to approve a variance request at 18760 Jennings St. for front yard setback from 
75 feet to 73.4 feet based on Findings of Fact 1-6, subject to Conditions 1-2 as stated in the staff report 
dated July 25, 2023, adding Condition No. 3 stating the accessory building is for residential use only. 
Seconded by Preiner. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; 
Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

18760 Jennings St. Front Yard Setback Findings of Fact: 

1. The landowner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner. 
2. The practical difficulty or plight of the landowner is unique to the subject property and is not 

created by the landowner. 
3. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood or City. 
4. The terms of the variance are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 
5. The variance, if granted, is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance. 
6. The practical difficulty is not created solely by economic considerations. 

18760 Jennings St. Front Yard Setback Conditions: 

1. The Applicant’s proposed accessory structure shall not exceed the proposed dimensions as 
outlined in the Variance packet dated and complete June 8, 2023. 

2. The applicant must submit any and all other materials required by the Planning & Zoning and 
Building Departments to complete the building permit application review. 

3. The accessory building is for residential use only. 

Wagamon continued, sharing a public hearing and discussion was held on proposed Ordinance 23-02 
amending Chapter 7A Zoning Performance Standards in the Freeway District. The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the proposed ordinance, with edits to the draft including: restricting colors to 
a soft, neutral palette; changing the minimum square footage of buildings on properties equal to or 
greater than one acre to a minimum of seven percent of the total acreage; adding masonry to stucco; 
prohibiting standing, seamed, ribbed or corrugated metal panels; prohibiting corrugated metal or plastic 
fencing; requiring the finished side of the fence to face out from the property; and imposing limits on 
bright lighting. 

Pointing to Section 7A-665 (B)(1)(c)(5), Hegland asked if the sentence reading “Multiple color schemes 
are permitted, provided they are complementary and compatible,” should be completed by referencing 
what the schemes are complementary and compatible with, or if it is implied. The Council agreed to 
make all instances of this language match what was drafted in Section 7A-665 (B(1)(c)(5), including 
Section 7A-675 (B)(1)(c)(5) where descriptions after “complementary and compatible” were not 
removed. 

Busch asked for asphalt shingles to be explicitly permitted in the district, as well as strike the prohibition 
against standing seam roofing. Hegland said City Planner Dean Johnson leaned towards prohibiting the 
standing seam siding, but would be open to reviewing examples to determine if specific applications 
would be acceptable for the district. Wagamon voiced support for involving Johnson in this decision 
before taking a vote on the ordinance. 
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Hanegraaf asked how the City would handle a situation in which a potential fence would not be visible 
by any neighboring properties and if it would still require the “nice side” to be facing out. Griffith 
recommended waiting to see if this situation would arise before crafting an exception or variance 
process. 

Motion by Wagamon to continue Ordinance 23-02 amending Chapter 7A Zoning Performance 
Standards and housekeeping of the Columbus City Code to discuss with City Planner Dean Johnson 
standing seam with examples to the next City Council meeting. Seconded by Preiner. 

Griffith clarified that Busch was wanting to discuss using standing seam as a building material in addition 
to its being allowed for roofing. 

Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion 
carries. 

Wagamon concluded the Planning Commission report by sharing the discussion regarding swimming 
pool fencing standards. The Planning Commission’s drafted ordinance created different definitions for 
in-ground and above-ground swimming pools, and different requirements for barriers, covers and 
decking. The draft does not require fencing around above-ground pools if they are higher than 4 feet but 
must have removable steps that can be detached when the pool is not in use. Guard rails and/or fencing 
are required around pools with decking, and the fence should have a self-closing gate inaccessible to 
children. The Planning Commission did not pass a vote recommending the ordinance to Council for 
approval due to a tie vote. 

Hegland said she appreciated the Commission differentiating between different types of pools, but still 
felt all pools should be held to the same ultimate height barrier requirements and felt that height should 
be a minimum of 4 feet whether it is an in-ground pool with a 4-foot fence, an above-ground pool under 
4 feet tall that has the sidewall extenders or a 4-foot-tall fence, or an above-ground pool more than 4 
feet tall that does not require a fence. Hegland felt all gates should have latches out of reach of 
children, but that they should not be self-latching. Hegland suggested striking “…or primarily…” in 
Section 7A-201 (104)(a). Finally, Hegland recommended altering “Inground pool covers shall be locking 
(key operated), powered…” in Section 7A-807 (K)(2) to “…locking mechanism…” and striking the 
exclusion of manually operated covers. 

Motion by Wagamon to call for a Public Hearing on August 16, 2023, for Chapter 7A Ordinance 
amending Swimming Pool Standards with Hegland’s recommended changes. Seconded by Busch. Roll 
call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

8. Coon Creek Watershed Vacancy

Preiner shared that a member of the Coon Creek Watershed Board of Managers has resigned and a new 
resident of the district is needed to replace them. Preiner asked if the City would be sending out mailed 
notification to Columbus residents in the watershed. Wagamon asked if the vacancy could be posted to 
the City’s website given the short turnaround time for applications and the lack of response in the past. 
Busch also suggested posting the vacancy to the City’s digital sign. 
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D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 
9. Engineer Report 

No report. 

10. Attorney Report 

Griffith pointed the Council to the Code Enforcement Policy, listing edits from the previous discussion. 

Motion by Hegland to approve the Columbus Code Enforcement Policy as presented. Seconded by 
Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. 
Motion carries. 

Griffith continued, sharing a request for a purchase agreement extension contingency period has been 
submitted by David Harchanko of Landings at Columbus with City subsidies. Harchanko requested either 
a 90-day extension at no additional cost or a one-year extension with a $10,000 deposit. Griffith 
recommended agreeing to the 90-day extension. Mursko added that the only special assessment costs 
against the property are the regional ponds and utility extensions, but not the road improvements. 

Preiner voiced support for approving the extension. 

Griffith recommended the Council take separate votes on the purchase agreement extension and 
conditional use permit extension, and further recommended basing that potential CUP extension on the 
City’s decisions and not those of other entities. 

Motion by Preiner to approve the Harchanko purchase agreement extension contingency period for 
another 90 days to expire on November 2, 2023. Seconded by Wagamon. 

Hegland requested confirmation that approval of the extension did not mean the City agreed to further 
concessions. Griffith confirmed that was the case. 

Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion 
carries. 

Motion by Preiner to extend Landing at Columbus’ CUP PUD to December 31, 2023. Seconded by 
Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. 
Motion carries. 

Following the City Administrator’s Report, Griffith requested an official motion from City Council 
permitting City Staff to negotiate and execute the Harchanko purchase agreement extension. 

Motion by Busch to give authority to Staff to negotiate and execute the extension. Seconded 
by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; 
Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 
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Griffith continued, providing a brief on the state’s passage of cannabis legalization and what controls the 
City could implement. Griffith confirmed that the City is able to restrict cannabis use on public property, 
but cannot restrict use on personal property. 

Hegland said she’d heard that some Cities are adding the smoking of marijuana to their “Clean Air Acts” 
and asked if the City had a Clean Air Act or if the Council wanted to consider one to ban multiple types 
of smoking in public spaces. Mursko confirmed that the current Park ordinance does not prohibit 
smoking in the park. Preiner and Wagamon said they’d like to focus on cannabis. 

The Council reached a consensus to draft an ordinance banning cannabis in public places. 

11. Mayor & City Councilmembers’ Report 

Hegland announced that Associate City Planner Frank Koenen resigned last week. 

Motion by Hegland to accept Frank Koenen’s resignation effective July 20, 2023. Seconded by 
Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. 
Motion carries. 

Hegland continued, sharing that another meeting for the Sunrise River Watershed Management 
Organization Joint Powers Agreement was arranged for August 2, 2023, at 2:30 p.m. at East Bethel’s City 
Hall. 

12. Public Works Report 

Windingstad presented a drafted resolution to post “No Parking Anytime” signs on Hornsby Street 
outside Love’s Travel Plaza. Hegland asked if this resolution banned parking of all vehicles or only 
semitrucks. 

Griffth suggested adding “Whereas since the opening of Love’s Travel Stop, the City has experienced 
numerous reports of truck parking on Hornsby Street NE,” to the preamble. 

Motion by Hegland to approve Resolution 23-09 posting no parking signs on Hornsby Street South as 
indicated in Exhibit A. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; 
Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

13. Public Communications Coordinator Report 

No report. 

14. City Administrator’s Report 

Mursko said she was recently notified of a necessary amendment to the City’s tobacco ordinance, as 
Anoka County’s tobacco permits expire in October yet the City’s run from January to December. 
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Motion by Busch to call for a special meeting on August 25, 2023, at 9 a.m. for final vote on tobacco 
ordinance amendments. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon 
– aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Griffith requested an official motion from City Council permitting City Staff to negotiate and execute the 
Harchanko purchase agreement extension. 

Motion by Busch to give authority to Staff to negotiate and execute the extension. Seconded by 
Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. 
Motion carries. 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 Joint City Council & Planning Commission Meeting August 2, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
 City Council Workshop Meeting August 8, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
 City Council Meeting August 9, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
 Calendar of Meetings 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Hegland to adjourn. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; 
Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 

Respectively submitted:  

 

 

Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator 
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