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ORDINANCE NO. 23-__ 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 7A -  ZONING REGULATIONS 
[SWIMMING POOLS AND HOUSEKEEPING] 

OF THE COLUMBUS CITY CODE 
 
The City Council of the City of Columbus ordains the following:  
 
SECTION I. The following sections of Chapter 7A – Zoning Regulations of the Columbus City Code are 
amended as illustrated with omitted provisions shown as deletions and new provisions shown as underlined. 
Gaps in ordinance sections affected by revisions are noted in the margin [***].   
 
SECTION 7A-201. WORDS AND PHRASES DEFINED.  Definitions.  The definitions contained in 
this Section shall apply to all land use, zoning and subdivision regulations in the City Code. 

 
*** 
 
104. “Swimming Pool, Private” - A swimming pool used exclusively by the residents and 
guests of a single household, a multi-family development, a community, the members and guests 
of a cClub, or the patrons of a mMotel or hHotel; an aAccessory uUse without paying an additional 
charge for admission. 

(a) “Inground Swimming Pool” – A swimming pool with sidewalls which are not 
exposed and are entirely or primarily below the surrounding grade. 
(b) “Aboveground Swimming Pool” – A swimming pool with any no part of any 
sidewall exposed above below the surrounding grade level. 

*** 
 

 
SECTION 7A-804. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR THE RURAL RESIDENTIAL (RR) 
DISTRICT AND PUBLIC UTILITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE FACILITY STANDARDS.   

 
*** 
 
J. Public Utilities and Public Service Facilities:  Public uUtilities and pPublic sService 
fFacilities may be allowed as conditional uses in several zoning districts and must adhere to the 
following additional standards: 
 
*** 

4. No unsafe, uncomfortable, or offensive vibrations, noises, visual effects, odors, or 
air pollutants shall be allowed to radiate across lLot lines.   

K. Cemeteries:  May be allowed as a conditional use and must adhere to the following 
additional standards: 

1. No cemetery plot or sStructure shall be placed within fifty (50) feet of any lot line 
and seventy-five (75) feet from the frontage.   

 
*** 

 
SECTION 7A-805. RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDINGS.   
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*** 

 
K. Multi-modal shipping (Conex) containers or portable on-demand storage (PODS) 
containers shall be allowed as an aAccessory bBuilding subject to the following: 
 
*** 
 

8. The temporary placement of containers, not meeting the requirements of 
paragraphs 1-7, in a front yard or side yard may be allowed by the City Administrator for 
a maximum of thirty (30) days when used for moving into or out of a dDwelling, or for a 
maximum of ninety (90) days when used for an extensive remodeling project.  The 
maximum timeframe for a container used during remodeling may be extended by the 
Building Official to coincide with the term of the building permit, not to exceed one 
hundred eighty (180) days. 

 
*** 

M. No garage, tent, camper, or accessory building shall, at any time, be used as living 
quarters, temporarily or permanently. 
 

*** 
SECTION 7A-807. SWIMMING POOLS.  The term “swimming pool” shall include any pool, “hot 
tub,” or “spa” with a water depth capacity of three (3.0) feet or greater, and shall include any such Structure 
with a capacity greater than 5,000 gallons. in this section shall include any containers or structures with a 
water capacity greater than 5,000 gallons and a depth greater than three (3) four (4) feet. Swimming pools 
are permitted subject to the following conditions:  

A. Swimming pPools shall be permitted only as an accessory use, on the same lot as, and 
intended for use by the occupants of, an accompanying residential unit or units. 
B. A building permit is required, except where specifically exempted by the Uniform Building 
Code.  Compliance with the Uniform Building Code is required.   
C. The property owner’s application for a bBuilding permit shall include a site plan scaled 
drawing showing the type and size of pool, location of pool, location of house, garage, fencing and 
other improvements on the lot, location of structures on all adjacent lots, location of filter unit and 
pump and writing indicating the types of such units, location of back-flush and drainage outlets, 
grading plan, finished elevations and final treatment (decking, landscaping, etc.) around pool, 
location of existing overhead or underground wiring, utility easements, trees and similar features, 
and location of any water heating unit.   
D. Pools shall not be located within twenty (20) feet of any septic tank/drainfield nor within 
six (6) feet of any principal structure or frost footing unless the pool is constructed entirely within 
the dwelling.  The edge of the pool shall be located no closer than twenty-five (25) feet from any 
side or rear lot line, and no closer than eighty (80) feet from the edge of any right-of-way or the 
front of the house (whichever is greater).  The required safety fencing or surrounding structure shall 
be located no closer than twenty (20) feet from any side or rear lot line and no closer than seventy-
five (75) feet from the edge of any right-of-way, unless the entire yard area with the inground pool 
is enclosed with fencing which meets the safety standards described at Paragraph K(1) below in 
which case the fence may be located on side or rRear lLot lLines.   
E. Pools shall not be located beneath overhead utility lines nor over underground utility lines 
of any type.   
F. Pools shall not be located within any private or public utility, walkway, drainage or other 
easement.   
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G. In the case of underground inground pools, the necessary precautions shall be taken during 
the construction, to:  

1. Avoid damage, hazards or inconvenience to adjacent or nearby property.   
2. Assure that proper care shall be taken in stockpiling excavated material to avoid 
erosion, dust or other infringements upon adjacent property.   
3. All access for construction shall be over the owner’s land and due care shall be 
taken to avoid damage to public streets and adjacent private or public property.   

H. To the extent feasible, back-flush water or water from pool drainage shall be directed onto 
the owner’s property or into approved public drainageways.   
I. The filter unit, pump, heating unit and any other noisemaking mechanical equipment shall 
be located at least fifty (50) feet from any adjacent or nearby residential sStructure and not closer 
than ten (10) feet to any lot line.   
J. Lighting for the pool shall be shielded and directed toward the pool and not toward adjacent 
property.   
K. All inground and aboveground pools must have a barrier that meet the requirements of the 
following standards: 

1. All inground pools shall be equipped with a non-climbable fence at least five (5) 
four (4) feet in height above grade. The fence shall completely enclose the pool, 
unless the pool is equipped with an automatic security cover, including a locking 
mechanism, which shall be closed when the swimming pool is unattended. 

2. Inground pool covers shall be locking (key operated), powered and automatic (not 
manual), and compliant with ASTM F1346, which shall be closed when swimming 
pool is unattended.   

3. All aboveground pools that have a non-climbable side-wall height of at least four 
(4) feet above grade need not be fenced or covered, but shall have removable steps, 
which must be removed when the swimming pool is unattended. Aboveground 
pools with side-wall heights less than four (4) feet above grade must include 
additional non-climbable fencing on the pool wall so that the lowest part of the 
fence is at least four (4) feet above grade. 

4. Aboveground pools with an accessory deck, constructed to a height of thirty (30) 
inches or greater above the surrounding grade and is adjacent to any part of an 
aboveground swimming pool, shall include on its entire outside perimeter, a three 
(3) feet high or greater guard rail or fence. The guard rail shall be constructed so 
that no open space within it is wider than four (4) inches. 

5. All entrance or exit gates shall be equipped with a self-closing and self-latching or 
locking devices placed inside the pool area at the top of the gate or otherwise 
inaccessible to small children. 

L. Water in the pool shall be maintained in a suitable manner to avoid health hazards of any 
type.  Such water shall be subject to periodic inspection by the local health officer.   
M. All wiring, installation of heating units, grading, installation of pipes and all other 
installations and construction shall be subject to inspections.   
N. Deviations from these standards for pools accessory to commercial uses may be considered 
by the City Council as part of the site plan review or conditional use permit review process. 

[§ 7A-808, formerly, § 7A-821, amended by Ord. No. 89-1, effective July 21, 1989, Ord. No. 98-4, effective September 24, 1998, Ord No. 98-9, 
effective December 31, 1998, Ord No. 01-01, effective May 17, 2000, and Ord. No. 02-01, effective May 17, 2002, § 7A-807, formerly 7A-808 
amended (renumbered) by Ord. No. 04-04A, effective June 3, 2004, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007; amended by Ord. No. 
21-09, effective December 8, 2021.] 
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SECTION 7A-808. CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS.   
 
*** 

   
D. No parking area shall be located within twenty (20) feet of lLot lines.   
E. No unsafe, uncomfortable, or offensive vibrations, noises, visual effects, odors, or air 
pollutants shall be allowed to radiate across lLot lines.   
 
*** 
 

SECTION 7A-810. EXPANSION OF EXISTING ANTENNAE TOWERS.   
 
*** 
 
 
D. The Interim Use Permit shall be valid until for the term of the permit or until the broadcast 
tower is no longer used for the purpose of broadcasting, transmitting, receiving or relaying radio 
frequency or telecommunications signals for a period of one (1) year.  The City Code shall apply, 
except where superseded by more restrictive provisions of this sSection. 
 
*** 

 
SECTION 7A-812. OFF-STREET PARKING AND MANEUVERING.  Specific parking 
requirements may be included within individual zoning district standards. If there is a conflict with differing 
parking standards anywhere in this Ordinance, the stricter provision shall apply.  

The following minimum areas shall be provided and maintained by ownership, easement or lease, 
for and during the life of the respective uses hereinafter set forth.  The maneuvering areas, access aisles, 
driveways and parking spaces shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet from the front property line or 
ten (10) feet to the side and rear property lines.  No parking shall occupy public easement areas. Parking 
spaces shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet by twenty (20) feet in area and served by a twenty-four (24) 
foot-wide aisle or driveway.  One-way parking aisles may be narrower, subject to site plan review and 
approval by the City Council.   

Access drives and required parking areas for all businesses, residential dwellings with public 
sewer and water, churches, and schools shall be surfaced with bituminous or concrete.  Approved 
business storage and maneuvering areas, and single family dwelling driveways in the Rural Residential 
District, may be constructed with all-weather aggregate materials.  Authorized drive-through facilities, 
such as restaurant and drug store drive-up windows and car washes, shall have a minimum stacking area 
for five (5) vehicles at each window or bay, which does not eliminate or encumber any required parking 
spaces. 

The general minimum parking requirements, except where specifically listed below, shall be one 
(1) parking space for each employee plus one (1) parking space for each two (2) invitees or one (1) parking 
space for each two hundred (200) square feet of gGross fFloor aArea of retail space, or one (1) parking 
space for each two thousand (2000) square feet of gGross fFloor aArea of warehouse space, whichever 
produces the higher number of parking spaces.  The Planning Commission may recommend and the City 
Council may modify parking requirements or establish parking standards, based upon findings that confirm 
a different number or configuration of parking spaces are adequate to serve a proposed use or if the use is 
not listed within these provisions. 

The Planning Commission may recommend and the City Council may reduce parking requirements 
for uses requiring a Conditional or Interim Use Permit, based upon findings that there is “proof of parking 
area” availability on the property that could be improved for additional parking in the future and that the 
City can require such additional parking when it makes findings that additional parking is needed. 
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*** 
   
Z. Warehouse, Storage, Handling of Bulk Goods.  The space which is solely used as office 
shall comply with office use requirements plus one (1) space for each 2,000 square feet of gGross 
fFloor aArea plus one (1) space for each employee on maximum shift and one (1) space for each 
company owned truck if not stored in the principal building.   
 
*** 
 

 
SECTION 7A-813. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, - RESIDENTIAL, AND INSTITUTIONAL 
USE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 

 
*** 

 
D. Restaurants, Cafes, and Drive-in Food Establishments.  Restaurants, cafes, and drive-
in food establishments shall regularly inspect their premises from lot line to lot line, adjacent street, 
sidewalks and alleys within one hundred (100) feet of the lLot and remove any litter found thereon.  
Upon failure of any food establishment to comply with the requirements of this section, after seven 
days written notice to the facility, costs of cleanup shall be assessed against the facility which is 
the source of the litter. 
 
*** 
 

 
SECTION 7A-814. GENERAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR ALL LAND USES.   

*** 
D. Odor.  The emission of odorous matter in such quantity as to be readily detectable at any 
point along lLot lines, and as to produce a public nuisance or hazard beyond lot lines is prohibited.   
*** 
G. Glare or Heat.  Any operation producing intense glare or heat shall be performed within 
a completely enclosed bBuilding in such manner as not to create a public nuisance or hazard along 
lLot lines.   
 
*** 
 

SECTION 7A-815. FEEDLOT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.   
 
*** 

 
C. Conditional Use Permits Required.  A Conditional Use Permit shall be required for any 
person owning or operating a proposed or existing animal feedlot having ninety-nine (99) or more 
animal units if: 
 
*** 

 
2. A change in operation of an existing feedlot is proposed; a change in operation 
includes: 

(a) An increase beyond the permitted maximum number of animal units.  The 
total number of animal units within a feedlot shall be based upon the animal 
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numbers currently within the fFeedlot plus the animal numbers that will be added 
through expansion; or 

*** 
 
D. Permit application.  A permit application shall include the following: 
*** 

3. Animal types and maximum number of animals of each type which will be 
confined at the fFeedlot; 

 
*** 

 
SECTION 7A-816. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE LOCATION, 
CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS AND ANTENNA.   

 
*** 
 
M. Additional Submittal Requirements.  In addition to the information required elsewhere 
in this Code, development applications for towers and antennae shall include the following 
supplemental information: 

1.  A report from a qualified professional engineer licensed by the Sstate of Minnesota 
which (a) describes the tower and antennae height and design including a cross section and 
elevation; (b) documents the height above grade for all potential mounting positions for 
co-located antennae and the minimum separation distances between antennae; (c) describes 
the tower’s capacity, including the number and type of antennae that it can accommodate; 
and (d) includes an engineer’s stamp and registration number. 
 

*** 
4. A written statement from a qualified electrical engineer licensed by the Sstate of 
Minnesota stating that use of the proposed tower and antenna will not interfere with 
established telecommunications. 

 
*** 
 
O. Existing Antennae and Towers.  Antennae and towers in existence as of January 1, 1996, 
which do not conform to or comply with this Section are subject to the following provisions: 

1. Towers may continue in use for the purpose now used and as now existing but may 
not be replaced or structurally altered without complying in all respects with this sSection. 
2. If such towers are hereafter damaged or destroyed due to any reason or cause 
whatsoever, the tower may be repaired and restored to its former use, location, and physical 
dimensions upon obtaining a building permit therefore, but without otherwise complying 
with this Section; however, if the cost of repairing the tower to the former use, physical 
dimensions, and location would be fifty (50) percent or more of the cost of a new tower of 
like kind and quality, then the tower may not be repaired or restored except in full 
compliance with this sSection. 

 
*** 
 
Q. Violations.  Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this sSection shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 
*** 
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SECTION 7A-822. MINERAL EXTRACTION. 
 

*** 
 

F.      Supporting Documentation.  Every application for a mineral extraction Interim Use Permit 
shall include submission of the following supporting documentation: 
 
*** 

 
12. A description of the potential impacts to adjacent properties resulting from 
mMineral eExtraction and off-site transportation, including but not limited to noise, dust, 
surface water runoff, groundwater contamination, traffic and aesthetics. 

 
*** 
 
G. Performance Standards.  Performance standards for mMineral eExtraction shall include 
but may not be limited to the following: 

 
*** 

 
3.  The City may require that any mineral extraction facility be enclosed with security 
fencing and gate-controlled access roads. 

 
*** 

 
9. Mineral extraction operations must comply with all other Ffederal, Sstate, regional, 
county and local laws and regulations. 
 

*** 
 

15. The City shall require a performance bond, cash escrow or a letter of credit, in a 
form acceptable to the City, to guarantee compliance with this Ordinance and the terms 
and conditions of the mineral extraction Interim Use Permit.  The amount of financial 
guarantee shall be equal to sSix tThousand dDollars ($6,000.00) for every acre subject to 
disturbance.  The financial guarantee shall be in full force and effect for at least six (6) 
months beyond the termination date of the mineral extraction Interim Use Permit. 

[§ 7A-822, added by Ord. No. 16-12, effective December 22, 2016; amended by Ord. No. 21-09, effective December 8, 2021.] 

SECTION 7A-823.  PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR ASPHALT/CONCRETE 
PRODUCTION FCILITIES.  All aAsphalt/cConcrete pProduction fFacilities shall meet the following 
minimum performance standards, in addition to any conditions of approval that may be established pursuant 
to a conditional use permit. 
 

*** 
 

E. Dust/Particulate Management Plan:  The owner/operator of an aAsphalt/cConcrete 
pProduction fFacility must submit and comply with a dust management plan that includes, at a 
minimum, the following: 
 
*** 
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G.      Traffic Management Plan:  The owner/operator of an aAsphalt/cConcrete pProduction 
fFacility must submit and comply with a traffic management plan and planned haul route detailing 
anticipated traffic demands and proposed haul routes.  Except for local deliveries, any such plan 
shall direct all truck traffic to/from the facility on a “Principal Arterial” or an “A Minor Reliever 
Arterial” roadway as identified in the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 

SECTION II. Effective Date. Ordinance Number 23-     was adopted this     day of         , 
2023 and shall become effective after its summary publication. 
 
 
        __________________________ 

Jesse H. Preiner, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 
 
 
 
 
Published in the Forest Lake Times on         , 2023. 
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