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City of Columbus 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Alternative Meeting Format 
MN Statute, Section 13D.021 

08.23.2023 

The 08.23.23 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 6 p.m. by Mayor Jesse 
Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland and Sue 
Wagamon; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Bill Griffith (via teleconference), City 
Engineer Kevin Bittner, Public Communication Coordinator Connor Keith and Public Works Director Jim 
Windingstad. 

Also in attendance: Dick Hauer, Gene Hauer, Stephanie Hauer, Brooke Hobaugh, Steve Hursh, Bill 
Monson, Natalie Ryder (via teleconference), Brian Sjerven, Genia Sjerven, Tina (via teleconference) and 
Sara Vande Vrede 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
1. Call to Order Regular Meeting – 6 p.m. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 
3. Agenda Approval with Additions 
4. Approval of the 07-26-2023 City Council Meeting Minutes 
5. Pay Bills as Posted 

Motion by Hegland to approve Consent Agenda items Nos. 3 and 5. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call 
vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

C. PRESENTATION 
6. Public Open Forum 

No participation. 

7. Public Hearing, Discussion & Motion – Columbus Lions Club “One Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor 
License” Request for 16319 Kettle River Blvd. Premise 

Mursko said that the Columbus Lions Club would like to host a beer garden at the Columbus Fall Fest 
and have applied for a one-day liquor license. 

Preiner opened the public hearing at 6:03 p.m. 

Preiner closed the public hearing at 6:04 p.m. after no participation. 

Hegland asked if the time of the lease needs to be altered if the Lions Club wants to set up their tent the 
day before the event. Mursko said that would not be necessary. Hegland also provided a correction to 
the submitted diagram, which inaccurately said Fall Fest was scheduled for September 14 instead of 
Saturday, September 16. 
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Motion by Busch to approve Columbus Lions Club One Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License request 
on September 16, 2023, for the premise at 16319 Kettle River Blvd. in Columbus, Minn. Seconded by 
Preiner. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. 
Motion carries. 

8. Public Hearing, Discussion & Motion – Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores, Inc. “3.2 Percent Off 
Sale Malt Liquor License” Request for 15402 Hornsby St. Premise 

Preiner opened the public hearing at 6:06 p.m. 

Hobaugh presented to the Council representing Love’s Travel Stop as the location’s General Manager to 
renew its liquor license. Hobaugh confirmed that the location is not currently selling any alcoholic 
beverages but is renewing its license to retain the right should it choose to in the future. 

Preiner closed the public hearing at 6:07 p.m. after no participation. 

Mursko asked how Love’s Travel Stop had been doing in its first year. Hobaugh said that the Columbus 
location is the busiest gas-selling location in the company. 

Motion by Hegland to approve Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores Inc. 3.2 percent off-sale malt 
liquor license request for the period commencing on August 24, 2023, and terminating on March 31, 
2024, subject to Conditions 1-4 as listed in the Staff Memo dated August 23, 2023, for the premise at 
15402 Hornsby St. in Columbus, Minn. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – 
aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

15402 Hornsby St. 3.2 percent Off-Sale Malt Liquor License Conditions: 

1. This license is subject to compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, rules and 
regulations. 

2. No sale of 3.2 beer may be made between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m. on the days of Monday through 
Saturday, nor between 2 a.m. and 10 a.m. on Sunday. 

3. Love’s must continue to meet all additional liquor license conditions set forth in the City Code, 
Section 4-517: 

a. Licensee is responsible for the conduct of the place of business and the conditions of 
sobriety and order in it. The act of any employee on the licensed premises is deemed 
the act of a licensee as well, and the licensee shall be liable to all penalties provided by 
this ordinance and the law equally with the employee. 

b. Licensee shall allow any peace officer, health officer, City employee, or any other person 
designated by the Council to conduct compliance checks and to otherwise enter, inspect 
and search the premises of the licensee during business hours and after business hours 
during the time when customers remain on the premises without a warrant. 

c. Compliance with financial responsibility requirements of state law and of this ordinance 
is a continuing condition of any license.  
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d. The City may require the production of such documents or information, including but 
not limited to books, records, tax filings, audited financial statements or pro forma 
financial statements as it deems necessary or convenient to enforce these provisions. 
The City may also obtain its own audit or review of such documents or information, and 
all licensees shall cooperate with such a review, including prompt production of 
requested records. 

4. No person under the age of 18 years shall be employed to sell intoxicating liquors or 3.2 percent 
malt liquor. 
 

9. Public Hearing, Discussion & Motion – Interim Ordinance 23-07 Authorizing a Study and 
Imposing a Moratorium on the Operation of Cannabis Business within the City 

Griffith shared that this moratorium was discussed at the last meeting, but had to be held over to 
provide enough time to notice the public for the public hearing. Griffith said the moratorium could be in 
effect until January 1, 2025, but could be lifted earlier. 

Preiner opened the public hearing at 6:12 p.m. 

Preiner closed the public hearing at 6:13 p.m. after no participation. 

Wagamon explained that the moratorium is intended to allow the City to conduct a study on the state’s 
laws and ensure the City time to research ordinances it may want to implement. 

Busch asked Griffith if this moratorium would prohibit the growing of cannabis or simply retail sales. 
Griffith confirmed that all business pertaining to cannabis would be prohibited under this moratorium, 
but it does not impact usage on private property. 

Motion by Preiner to adopt interim Ordinance 23-07 authorizing a study and imposing a moratorium 
on the operation of cannabis businesses within the City. Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll call vote: Busch 
– aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

10. Planning Commission Report 

Reporting on the August 16, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting, Wagamon said the primary point of 
discussion was regarding pools. A public hearing was held, but no comments were received. Following 
edits to the definition of an above-ground pool (a pool with any sidewalls exposed), requiring gates to 
be “latch-able and lockable” and requiring all above-ground pools to have either removable or secured 
steps, the Planning Commission recommended the ordinance to City Council for approval. 

Hegland confirmed that pools less than 4 feet deep are not regulated by the City ordinance. 

Motion by Wagamon to adopt Ordinance 23-05 amending Chapter 7A swimming pools and 
housekeeping as presented. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon 
– aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 
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Motion by Wagamon to adopt Ordinance 23-05 amending Chapter 7A swimming pools and 
housekeeping publication summary as presented. Seconded by Preiner. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; 
Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

11. Kettle Kove Final Plat 

Hursh presented to the Council, sharing that he thinks the work is complete on preparing the final plat 
to finish the subdivision process. 

Mursko says all interested parties on City Staff have reviewed the document and provided a few 
conditions. Driveways will be private. Trees will not be removed until Anoka County Highway 
Department widens Kettle River Boulevard. 

Busch asked if driveway access for Block 2 would be on 159th Avenue. Hursh confirmed that was the 
case. 

Motion by Preiner to approve Kettle Kove Final Plat subject to the Title Memo dated August 9, 2023, 
conditions, Planners Report dated July 31, 2023, conditions 1-10 and delegate to City Staff the 
execution of development agreement and encroachment agreement. Seconded by Hegland. Roll call 
vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Kettle Kove Final Plat Title Memo Conditions: 

1. Legal Description: The legal description in the Commitment matches the legal description on the 
Final Plat. 

2. Fee Title: As of the date of the Commitment, fee title to the Property is vested in the following 
parties (“Owners”): Bruce J. Lind and Christine M. Lind, as trustees of the Bruce J. Lind and 
Christine M. Lind Revocable Trust Agreement date. The Owners and any party having an 
interest in the Property must sign or consent to the Plat. 

3. Taxes: The Commitment states that property taxes for Parcel No. 12-32-22-43-0001 for tax year 
2023 payable to Anoka County are half-paid. The remaining $2,494.45 is due November 15, 
2023. Notwithstanding the current due date, any levied or pending special assessments, 
penalties and interest for the Property which are due and payable in 2023 must be paid prior 
to, or contemporaneously with, the recording of the Final Plat. 

4. Encroachment Agreement: There is an existing building on Lot 4, Block 1. The Final Plat 
approval is contingent on Developer entering into an encroachment agreement that must be 
signed by the Applicant and Owners prior to release and recording of the Final Plat. 

5. Development Agreement: The Final Plat approval is contingent on the execution of a 
development agreement with the City consistent with the City Council approvals. The 
development agreement must be signed by the Applicant and Owners prior to release and 
recording of the Final Plat.  
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6. Reimbursement of Expenses: Applicant must reimburse the City for all expenses associated with 
plat review, processing, and approval (“Expenses”). Applicant must reimburse the City for any 
outstanding Expenses incurred to date prior to release of the Final Plat. Within 60 days of City 
approval, the City will prepare a final invoice (“Final Invoice”) to include any remaining un-
reimbursed Expenses and any outstanding utility fees. The Final Invoice will be due upon receipt. 

Kettle Kove Final Plat Planners Report Conditions: 

1. Detailed recommendations of the City Engineer. 
2. Title review and recommendations of the City Attorney. 
3. Requirements of the Anoka County Surveyor. 
4. Requirements of the Anoka County Highway Division. 
5. Requirements of the Rice Creek Watershed District. 
6. Permanent wetland buffer boundary plaques at intervals determined by the City. 
7. Cash in lieu of park land dedication. 
8. Reimbursement of all City expenses associated with plat approval. 
9. A drainage and utility easement encroachment agreement or exception is required for the 

existing residence on Lot 4, Block 1. 
10. Future development within the plat is subject to all laws and permitting requirements, including 

but not limited to driveway permits and stormwater management plans. 
 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 
12. Engineer Report 

Hegland thanked Bittner for his notes on the conversation between him, Rice Creek Watershed District 
(RCWD) and the DNR. Bittner said those notes will be updated after a DNR Drainage Advisory Board 
meeting on Friday, September 1, 2023. 

Hegland attested that RCWD’s meeting minutes claim that the City is fully onboard with their proposed 
solution to Ditch No. 10-22-32 despite her not recalling that to be the case. Hegland expressed concern 
that this misunderstanding could lead to the City receiving a bill for work it had not approved, as she 
wanted to make sure taxpayers’ money was being spent on a long-term solution. 

The Council reached a consensus to have City Staff draft a letter to RCWD indicating that while the City 
supports the due diligence, it wants to make sure it understands the costs before it actually agrees to a 
solution if it costs City dollars. 

Bittner advised that the solution RCWD has expressed interest in pursuing is work he would recommend 
being done whether more work would need to be done in the future or not.  
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13. Attorney Report 

Griffith pointed the Council to proposed Rules of Procedure following input at the August City Council 
Workshop Meeting. The rules cover general procedures and open forum, but Griffith said the Council 
did not feel bylaws were necessary. 

Wagamon asked what bylaws would do that these Rules of Procedures don’t. Griffith said these rules 
don’t address councilmembers’ conduct or absenteeism. Busch said he felt the rules covered most 
situations in a normal meeting, but asked Hegland what she thought was missing. Hegland said she felt 
the behavioral part of absenteeism should be added like the City’s volunteer committees and felt these 
items should be included in advance of an issue arising instead of as a result. Busch countered that the 
voting public already holds the Council to these types of standards. 

Wagamon voiced support for Hegland’s request, and a consensus agreed to Griffith adding bylaws based 
on the discussion. 

14. Mayor & City Councilmembers’ Report 

Hegland shared that the Fall Fest is getting near and plans are starting to come into fruition. Hegland 
expressed her thanks to Lynn Carver-Quinn and Karen Flemming for co-chairing the volunteer 
committee. 

Hanegraaf reported on the August 22, 2023, Park Board meeting, sharing that the group discussed 
installing fencing along Notre Dame Street, adding two lights in the park, what to do with the 
deteriorating tennis court and a request to amend the park budget. Bids for the fence and lighting will 
be collected before the next Park Board meeting in September for potential submittal to the Council in 
October. Windingstad’s goal for these bids will be for the contractors to honor those bids in Spring 2024 
should the Park Board and City Council choose to pursue one. Finally, Hanegraaf said the Park Board 
passed a motion to have City Staff update the Park Capital Fund No 403 and Land Fund No. 404. Mursko 
said City Planner Dean Johnson is considering completing the City’s Park Master Plan. 

15. Public Works Report 

Windingstad informed City Council that the cost to cap the light pole stand on Hornsby Street has been 
bid not to exceed $1,200, and moving the stand and all seven of the lights still standing to the east side 
of the road would cost approximately $18,000. Preiner expressed interest in capping the light stand, and 
encouraged the Council to drive through the area at night to assess whether the City should consider 
moving the lights in the future. 

Motion by Hegland to approve Forest Lake Contracting to remove the concrete base of lighting fixture 
that has been knocked down by cars multiple times and to cap off the wires, not to exceed $1,200. 
Seconded by Wagamon. 

Hanegraaf asked if the City or insurance is paying for the new poles. Windingstad said of the six light 
poles hit, only two of the offenders were known so the City’s insurance had to cover them. Hanegraaf 
asked how much a light pole costs. Windingstad recalled them costing approximately $5,500, leading 
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Hanegraaf to estimate a cost exceeding $38,000 to replace all the poles should they be hit, which made 
him feel that the $18,000 to move them could be a much more cost-effective solution. 

Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion 
carries. 

Bittner suggested incorporating any changes in lighting in the grant application the City is pursuing with 
the state to complete the northernmost portion of Hornsby. 

Continuing, Windingstad said that soil corrections are necessary on the south side of Hornsby because of 
an automobile accident, and that asphalt repairs will likely be necessary in the near future.  

16. Public Communications Coordinator Report

Keith informed the Council that Fall Fest is being promoted on the digital billboards on I-35, and that it 
should expect to see a draft of the newsletter very soon. 

17. City Administrator’s Report

Mursko pointed the Council to an ordinance amending Chapter 4, which pertains to the City’s 
regulations on the sale of tobacco which is to be discussed at the Special City Council Meeting on Friday, 
September 25, 2023. 

Mursko continued, pointing the Council to the shoreland ordinance which requires modifications to 
make all numbering align. Making those changes requires the ordinance to be re-adopted. 

Motion by Preiner to adopt Ordinance 22-02 amending Chapters 7A and 7E for consistency with state 
shoreland regulations approving numerical changes. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – 
aye; Hegland – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS
 Special City Council Meeting August 23, 2023, at 9 a.m.
 Planning Commission Meeting September 6, 2023, at 6 p.m.
 EDA & City Council Workshop Meeting September 12, 2023, at 5:30 p.m.
 City Council Meeting September 13, 2023, at 6 p.m.
 Calendar of Meetings

F. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Busch to adjourn. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hegland – aye; 
Wagamon – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 

Respectively submitted: 

Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator 
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