City of Columbus
Special City Council Meeting
Alternative Meeting Format
MN Statute, Section 13D.021

08.25.2023

The 08.25.23 special meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 9 a.m. by Mayor
Jesse Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Rob Busch (via teleconference), Ron Hanegraaf
and Janet Hegland (via teleconference); City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Megan
Rogers and Public Communication Coordinator Connor Keith.

Not in attendance: City Councilmember Sue Wagamon

A. CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING
1. Call to Order Special Meeting—9 a.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of Agenda

Motion by Preiner to approve the agenda. Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf — aye;
Hegland - aye; Busch — aye; Preiner — aye. Motion carries.

4. Public Hearing, Discussion & Motion — Tobacco Ordinance
Preiner opened the public hearing at 9:02 a.m.

Rogers explained the reason for the amendment to Chapter 4 regulating the sale of tobacco products, in
particular the information required on the license application. Recently, Anoka County shifted tobacco
licensing to the City, which the City’s ordinance reflects, but the existing ordinance requires further
amendments to create the application requirements.

Rogers continued, explaining a resolution has been drafted to allow City Staff to issue temporary
tobacco licenses to the three existing retailers in the City’s jurisdiction to transition them from the
County’s September 1-August 31 licensing schedule to the City’s January 1-December 31 schedule.

Mursko said the ordinance also includes a housekeeping amendment pertaining to the liquor licensing,
which would permit people under the age of 21 to work in retail locations that sell alcohol while still
restricting them from being the ones to execute the sales.

Preiner closed the public hearing at 9:06 a.m.

Motion by Preiner to approve Resolution 23-11 to issue tobacco licenses to existing providers.
Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf — aye; Busch — aye; Hegland — aye; Preiner — aye.
Motion carries.
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Motion by Preiner to approve Ordinance 23-08, an ordinance amending Chapter 4 regulating the sale
of tobacco and related products and housekeeping amendments. Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll call
vote: Hanegraaf — aye; Busch — aye; Hegland — aye; Preiner — aye. Motion carries.

Motion by Preiner to approve the Publication Summary of Ordinance 23-08, an ordinance amending
Chapter 4 regulating the sale of tobacco and related products and housekeeping. Seconded by
Hanegraaf. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf — aye; Busch — aye; Hegland — aye; Preiner — aye. Motion carries.

5. Adjournment

Motion by Preiner to adjourn. Seconded by Hanegraaf. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf — aye; Busch — aye;
Hegland - aye; Preiner — aye. Motion carries.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m.

Respectively submitted:

Connor Keith

Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator
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