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City of Columbus 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Alternative Meeting Format 
MN Statute, Section 13D.021 

11.08.2023 

The 11.08.23 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 5:58 p.m. by Mayor 
Jesse Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland and 
Sue Wagamon; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Bill Griffith (via teleconference), City 
Engineer Kevin Bittner, Public Communication Coordinator Connor Keith and Public Works Director Jim 
Windingstad. 

Also in attendance: unidentified Columbus Lions, Nicole, Paul Peterson, Natalie Ryder (via 
teleconference), Myra Shear, Gina Sjerven and +1 651- 353-7482  

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
1. Call to Order Regular Meeting – 5:58 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance

B. CONSENT AGENDA
3. Agenda Approval with Additions
4. Approval of the 09-21-2023 City Council Meeting Minutes
5. Approval of the 09-27-2023 City Council Meeting Minutes
6. Approval of the 10-11-2023 City Council Meeting Minutes
7. Pay Bills as Posted

Motion by Hegland to approve Consent Agenda items Nos. 3 and 7. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: 
Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

C. PRESENTATION
8. Public Open Forum

Sjerven of 14496 Genega Ave. N in Hugo, Minn., presented with other members of the Columbus Lions 
Club to inform the City Council about the organization’s efforts, both within and beyond the City, and to 
recruit membership. The Lions Club helps support the Scouts, local parks, area schools, the food shelf 
and other charitable efforts in the City and surrounding area, holding meetings on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. 

9. Planning Commission Report

Reporting on the November 1, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting, Preiner shared that the first order 
of business was discussing a kennel IUP renewal application by Myra Shear for her residence at 7538 W. 
Broadway Ave. The Anoka County Sheriff’s Office and no reports associated with the property, and a 
neighbor testified on Shear’s behalf, affirming how well she’s taken care of her dogs. The Planning 
Commission unanimously recommended approval. 
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Motion by Preiner to approve the Residential Kennel IUP application for Myra Shear at 7538 W. 
Broadway Ave. for a maximum of 10 dogs over the age of six months for a term of 10 years subject to 
Conditions Nos. 1-28 in the planner memo dated October 26, 2023. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call 
vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Residential Kennel IUP for Myra Shear at 7538 W. Broadway Ave. Findings of Fact: 

1. An IUP application for a Residential Dog Kennel IUP was received from Myra Shear (hereafter 
the “Applicant”), 7538 W. Broadway Ave. (hereafter the “Property”), on October 9, 2023. 

2. The application was found to be complete on October 9, 2023. 
3. The 60-day review for the application terminates on December 8, 2023. The 120-day review, if 

necessary, will terminate on February 6, 2024. 
4. The City Council agreed to suspend enforcement of the Applicant’s previous Residential Dog 

Kennel IUP, which expired on November 14, 2022, for one year due to extenuating 
circumstances. 

5. The Applicant has held City licenses and one Interim Use Permit for a residential dog kennel 
since 1998. 

6. The Applicant keeps dogs for breeding and showing. 
7. The Property is zoned Rural Residential. 
8. The Property contains 8.87 acres, according to Anoka County GIS. Based on the size of the 

Property, a maximum of 10 adult dogs are allowed. 
9. All dogs are kept within the residence or within kennels in an accessory building. 
10. The kennel accessory structure has running water, heat and electricity. 
11. The outdoor kennel runs are located more than 75 feet from the nearest property line 

(westerly). 
12. There are no residences within 150 feet of the outdoor kennels. 
13. The outdoor “play yard,” which surrounds the kennel structure and outdoor kennel runs, is 

entirely enclosed by a 6-fot chain link fence on three sides, and a wood privacy fence on the 
street-facing side. 

14. The Applicant has provided certificates of rabies vaccination for each of the 10 dogs. 
15. The Applicant completed the required annual review for all 10 years of the previous IUP. 
16. The application for a Residential Dog Kennel IUP is consistent with the kennel regulations in the 

City Code. 
17. Anoka County Sheriff’s Office was contacted on October 12, 2023, and had no records of 

complaints related to the presence of a Residential Dog Kennel on the Applicant’s Property. 
18. An Animal Control Officer conducted an inspection of the Residential Dog Kennel on October 24, 

2023. 
19. The Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on the proposed IUP on November 1, 

2023. 

Residential Kennel IUP for Myra Shear at 7538 W. Broadway Ave. Conditions: 

1. The Applicant shall be allowed to keep a maximum of 10 dogs, over the age of six months. 
2. The Residential Dog Kennel IUP is contingent upon the recommendations of the Animal Control 

Officer. 
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3. Breeding, training, showing and selling of the permitted dogs are allowed. 
4. All dogs require up-to-date rabies vaccinations. 
5. All dogs allowed out of doors will be contained on the Applicant’s Property by a security fence, 

an electronic or “invisible fence,” a tether, a leash or will be under supervision and voice control. 
6. Dogs kept out of doors unattended for six or more hours shall have access to water and shelter, 

which keeps the dogs dry, allows the dogs to retain body heat and is large enough to stand, turn 
freely and lie down in a natural position. 

7. Dog kennels shall be kept in the current location or in any other location consistent with Section 
7A-809 of the City Code. 

8. Dogs shall have access to clean water at all times. 
9. Dogs shall be fed nutritious foods on a daily basis. 
10. Food and water supplies shall be kept in sanitary conditions. 
11. Dog food shall be kept in locations and containers sufficient to prevent vermin infestation. 
12. All dogs, including those under the age of six months, shall be kept in safe conditions and 

treated in a manner promoting the dogs’ health and comfort. 
13. Dog excrement shall be removed and disposed property from out of doors containment areas 

on a regular basis to prevent odor and infestation. 
14. All other applicable requirements and provision for animal control, as described in Chapter 4 of 

the Columbus City Code, shall be met. 
15. Dogs shall not be allowed to habitually bark and cause a public nuisance, as described in Chapter 

5 of the Columbus City Code. 
16. The Applicant shall operate the Residential Dog Kennel consistent with all other requirements of 

the Columbus City Code. 
17. Dogs shall be kept and provided for in a manner consistent with the Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture’s “Best Management Practices for Care of Dogs and Cats by Dealers, Commercial 
Breeders and Brokers,” pursuant to 1994 Minnesota Laws, Chapter 642, Section 8, as may be 
amended from time to time. 

18. The Applicant shall operate the Residential Dog Kennel consistent with the application 
submitted to the City. 

19. Dogs shall be kept in compliance with all other federal, state and local laws, rules, regulations, 
guidelines and ordinances. 

20. The Applicant shall complete the annual permit review requirements established by the City. 
21. Failure of the Applicant to complete the annual review requirements within the established 

timeframe required shall be grounds for permit revocation. 
22. The Applicant shall allow City personnel and its agents access to the kennel facilities at any time, 

upon reasonable notice, to inspect the facilities. 
23. Dog Kennel IUP fees are intended to cover the City’s costs in administering kennel permitting, 

including at least one on-site inspection. 
24. The costs of additional inspections and remedial actions, required as a result of prior inspection 

follow-ups or resulting from complaints about the facility, shall be borne by the Applicant. 
25. Issuance of a Residential Dog Kennel IUP is not a substitute for or intended to replace other 

applicable requirements for permits, licenses or regulations by federal, state or other units of 
government. 
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26. The term of the IUP shall be 10 years from the date of City Council approval of the IUP, 
contingent upon annual administrative review and the 5-year, mid-term animal control officer 
compliance inspection as defined in Section 7A-809 (2 e). 

27. Upon expiration of a Dog Kennel Interim Use Permit, a permittee may reapply for an Interim Use 
Permit according to the procedures prescribed in this City Code. 

28. Violations of the conditions of the Residential Dog Kennel IUP shall be grounds for permit 
revocation. 

Preiner invited Peterson to present the LATV budget. Peterson shared that the 2024 budget is not 
balanced due to a decrease in cable subscriptions and increases in wages, building rent and other costs. 
Peterson estimates the LATV budget will operate on a $9,000 deficit in 2024 and will be forced to dip 
into its reserves, but he is brainstorming solutions to cover the shortfall including sponsored livestreams. 

Motion by Hegland to approve 2024 Cable Commission Budget as presented in handout Pages 42-46. 
Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; 
Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Peterson also proposed an idea to the Council to turn Mayor’s Message, Council Corner or other 
editorial content into a podcast. 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 
10. Engineer Report 

Bittner said to complete the LRIP funding application for the (North) North Hornsby Street project 
associated with the City of Forest Lake’s improvement project for Eureka Avenue, the City needs to pass 
a resolution of support for the project for the application. Columbus’ portion of the project will be 
sponsored by Anoka County. 

Motion by Preiner to approve North North Hornsby Street LRIP application and resolution 2023-16 
supporting the improvement of the northly 1,200 feet of Hornsby Street up to the easterly City Limit. 
Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; 
Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Bittner continued, sharing that he’d attended a Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) workshop 
meeting on Monday with Hegland, Mursko and Preiner concerning Anoka County Ditch 10-22-32. Bittner 
said that according conversations had at the meeting, lowering the Pine Street culvert does not seem 
like it will have environmental or permitting problems, but doing the same work on Jodrell Street and 
137th Avenue’s culverts may prove more difficult due to public waters and wetland laws. RCWD is 
requesting further information from the DNR to determine the best path forward for these public water 
culverts. While attending the November 8, 2023, RCWD City/County Partner Meeting, Hegland said 
she’d had the opportunity to speak with RCWD managers who expressed interest in the City and its 
attorney partnering with the RCWD in conversations with the DNR. 

11. Attorney Report 
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Griffith recapped a meeting held with City Staff and committed and potential investors in the apartment 
project planned for Hornsby Street, including David Harchanko, David Fisher and Rise Capital. An 
amendment to the purchase agreement has been drafted at the Council’s previous direction with a new 
closing date on or before April 15, 2024. A contingency date has been scheduled for December 31, 2023: 
all market studies and documents, including the development agreement, must be submitted to the City 
by this date, and the investors will no longer be able to get out of the agreement, the earnest money 
becomes non-refundable and the closing date of no later than April 15 goes into effect. The investors 
are requesting the flexibility to start the project in either 2023 or 2024, but the City has set an absolute 
deadline of 2024. 

12. Mayor & City Councilmembers’ Report 

Reporting on behalf of the Personnel Committee, Hegland summarized the previous night’s special City 
Council meeting at which the Council interviewed Jack Davis for the role of interim City Administrator. 

Motion by Hegland to direct the Personnel Committee to draft and negotiate a Professional Services 
Agreement with Mr. Davis and bring that agreement back to City Council at the November 20, 2023, 
City Council Meeting. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; 
Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Busch shared that the mayor of Rosemount thanked him and the City Council for approving the conduit 
bonding at a previous meeting. 

13. Code Enforcement Report 

No report. 

14. Public Works Report 

No report. 

15. Public Communications Coordinator Report 

No report. 

16. City Administrator’s Report 

Mursko’s first report was the proposed pay scale for 2024 Election Judges in Columbus. The head judge 
was proposed to earn $15 per hour, the two assistant head judges and technology coordinator judges 
earning $14 per hour and all remaining election judges earning $13 per hour. 

Motion by Preiner to approve the 2024 Election Judge hourly wage scale as follows: election judges 
$13 per hour; assistant head judge $14 per hour; and the head judge $15 per hour. Seconded by 
Hegland. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. 
Motion carries. 
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Mursko continued, turning to the City’s proposed participation in the Public Employees Insurance 
Program for staff medical and dental insurance. Mursko recommended the City re-enrolling. 

Motion by Preiner to approve the Minnesota Public Employees’ Insurance Program group application 
for 2024. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; 
Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Mursko requested to close City Hall on December 26, with half of the day being considered a holiday 
and the other half requiring employees to take PTO or no pay. 

Motion by Preiner to approve closing the office on December 26 with the understanding that 
employees will use vacation or no pay for the half day. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – 
aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 City Council & EDA Workshop Meeting November 14, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
 Planning Commission Meeting November 15, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
 City Council Meeting November 20, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
 Calendar of Meetings 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Hanegraaf to adjourn. Seconded by Hegland. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – 
aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

Respectively submitted:  

 

 

Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator 
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