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Background:

At the direction of City Council, city staff and MNSPECT have
developed proposed revisions to Chapter 14, Section 14 — 600
through Section 14 — 655 relating to Subsurface Sewage Treatment
Systems (SSTYS).

Attachment(s):

Attachment 1- Summary Memo, Redline and Clean Copy of
Proposed Revisions to City Code of Ordinances,
Chapter 14 — Public Health, Wells, Sewers and
Utilities, Section 14 — 600 through Section 14 — 655.



COLUMBUS

Rural Nature. Urban Access.

TO: Columbus Mayor & City Council Members

FROM: Carissa Kranz, Permit Coordinator and Chris Uebe, Septic Official
DATE: March 12, 2024

RE: Chapter 14 Ordinance Revisions

Summary of changes:

e We made multiple changes throughout the code to correct punctuation and
grammar and minor language changes (e.g., building official to department
and subsurface sewage treatment systems to SSTS).

o We changed "building official" to "department"” because the employee fulfilling
the requirement in a specific code section may not be a building official.

e In Section 14-601 Definitions, we eliminated all definitions because they repeated those
already located in the MIN SSTS code.

e InSection 14-631, Imminent Public Health and Safety Threat; Failing and Abandoned
Systems, replaced the word failing with non-compliant to align with the state code.

e In Section 14-632, Power to Enter Upon Property, removed the requirement of needing
the city council's consent if the property owner has consented to allow for a quicker
resolution of the septic issue.

o We also separated imminent health threats to clarify that the City does not need
consent to inspect and correct the threats.

e Moved some information from section 14-635 SSTS Design and Construction
Requirements to 14-633 Soil Treatment Area Required and indicated when a Type |l
system can be designed.

e In Section 14-635 SSTS Design and Construction Requirements cleaned up the entire
section by rearranging and removing wording because it is less restrictive than the state
code.

o Clarified language for when holding tanks are acceptable and the required
requirements.

o We removed leftover legacy tank requirements from the old Anoka County code.
We replaced them with state coding for garbage disposals, allowing for larger
sizing that was more uniform and aligned with state sizing.

o We indicated all setback requirements and introduced a wetland setback to
allow for a buffer to protect wetlands from septic construction.

o We removed letter G. Public Buildings, Churches, and Commercialbuildings
because an operating permit will indicate requirements.

e In Section 14-636 Septic Reports, removed the 3,000 square feet requirement, the
wording that the site needed to support the building's use was added, and the'number
of soil borings required for a secondary site'was clarified.
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e |n Section 14-637 Compliance Inspections clarified when a compliance inspection may
be required. We also clarified manhole requirements and removed the line about
pumping because that is now a state requirement.

o We cleaned up the escrow language under this section.

e In Section 14-639 Operation Permit Required, clarified when an operation permit would
be required, why it is necessary, and how long it is valid.

e In Section 14-641 Applications for Construction Permit, the requirement for copies of
licenses was removed because the City reviews licensing prior to permit issuance.

e In Section 14-643 Construction Inspection, clarified the required documentation for the
completion of the permit.

o We changed the requirement that installers submit documentation from 5 to 30
days, which is the state code and is more realistic for an installer to provide the
required paperwork.

e In Section 14-645 Maintenance Inspection and Pumping, the Minimum Maintenance
Standards language was removed because it is located in the state code and is
redundant in the city code.

e In Section 14-646, Pumping/Maintenance Permits and Fees, we changed the wording
from pumping to maintenance to align with the state code's language.

e In Section 14-649 Licensing, we clarified homeowner installation requirements.
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City of Columbus Anoka County, Minnesota City Code, Chapter 14: PUBLIC HEALTH, WELLS,
SEWERS, AND UTILITIES

ARTICLE VI PRIVATE SEWER SYSTEMS

SECTION 14-600. ADOPTION OF STATE CODE. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency,
Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems or “SSTS” standards, cited as Minn. R. Chs. 7080-7083,
and the Anoka County Sewage Treatment Ordinance (2018-52013-1) are hereby adopted by the
City of Columbus and are incorporated in the City Code of Ordinances as completely as if set out
in full with the additions thereto contained in this Article. Copies of the Codes are on file in the
office of the City Clerk.

SECTION 14-601. DEFINITIONS.

A. A—Department” means the City of Columbus Building Department or a qualified
designee of the Building Department.
B. All other definitions in this section are defined by Minn. R. Chs. 7080-7081. When-eot

SECTION 14-610. RESTRICTIONS. Except as herein provided by this Article, it shall be
unlawful to construct or maintain any Subsurface-Sewage TFreatment-SystemSSTS, privy, privy

vault, septic tank, aerobic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of
sewage.



SECTION 14-620. RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE.

SECTION 14-630. CONFORMANCE WITH STATE AND COUNTY REQUIREMENTS.
A. A-All Subsurface Sewage Treatment SystemsSSTS installed subsequent to the adoption

B.

of this Chapter and all alterations, extensions, and repairs to Subsurface-Sewage
Freatment- SystemsSSTS, irrespective of the date of original installation, shall conform to
this Chapter and to the state and county regulations hereinabove adopted.

B-All sewage generated, in unsewered areas shall be treated and dispersed by an SSTS as
approved under this Chapter or a system permitted by the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency.

SECTION 14-631. IMMINENT PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY THREAT, FAHING
NON-COMPLIANT AND ABANDONED SYSTEMS.

A. A-The owner of any Subsurface Sewage-Treatment-System-SSTS that is an Imminent

B.

Public Health Threat shall immediately abate the threat according to instructions by the
Buiding-OfficialDepartment and bring the SSTS into compliance with this Chapter in
accordance with a schedule established by the Bullding-OfficialDepartment, which will
not exceed ten (10) months.

B-A non-compliant fathing system or an SSTS that is not protective of groundwater as

C.

D.

defined in Minn. R. part 7080-1500, shall be brought into compliance within ten (10)
months after receiving notice from the Department.

C. C-Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-SystemsSSTS that are no longer in use must be
abandoned.

Includes all homes that do not meeting criteria of Section 14-637.

SECTION 14-632. POWER TO ENTER UPON PROPERTY.
A. Atthedirection-of the-City Council-and-w\With the consent of the owner of property

B.

subject to inspection, the BuHding-OfficialDepartment or a designated Inspector may be
authorized to enter upon any premises between sunrise and sunset when an issue has been

identified with a SSTS for the purpose of examining any Subsurface-SewageTFreatment
SystemSSTS, privy vault, privy, cesspool, septic tank or private drain, and shall be
permitted access to any and all parts of any dwelling or building within the City
necessary for such examination.

-In the event of an imminent threat to human-public health and safety, the Buiding
OfficialDepartment or a designated Inspector may enter upon any premises for the
purpose of inspecting and correcting such threat.

SECTION 14-633. SOIL TREATMENT AREA REQUIRED.
A. All [Lots shall maintain, at all times, two (2) tested soil treatment areas suitable for Type

I systems capable of supporting the use of the lot-two-{2)-tested-Seol-Treatment-Areas
s&ﬁab#eieﬁype—l—sys&em&as deflned by an R. u4es Ch 7080-7083. —mwder—te

SSTS designs shall identify a secondary soil treatment area suitable for a Type | system,

as defined by Minn. R. Ch. 7080-7083, capable of supporting the new or existing lot.
A Type Ill area will be allowed if there is no suitable site for a Type | soil

treatment area for an existing lot.
A design requires a minimum of four (4) soil observations for each SSTS site.

Only four (4) soil observations are required if the two sites are contiguous.
The location of accessory structures shall not be within either of the two (2) treatment

areas.



SECTION 14-634. VARIANCES. Variances to this Chapter may be granted as follows:
A. -A-The Building-OfficialDepartment, in consultation with the Zoning Administrator,
shall have the authority to grant administrative variances to the regulations of this

Chapter based on the landowner’s showing of the following findings:

1. 21-Practical difficulties exist in complying with the requirements of this Article
because of circumstances unique to the property, not created by the landowner.

2. 2-The landowner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner.

3. 3-Granting the variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Zoning
Ordinance and consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

4. 4-The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood
or Clty

B. G—Any aggrleved person may f|Ie an appeal of the deC|S|on of the Bw-ldrmg
OfficialDepartment regarding an administrative variance application following the
procedures as outlined in Section 4-104 of the City Code.

C. B-No variance shall be granted under this section to any criteria identified as a
prohibited variation under Minn. R. part 7082.0300, subp. 2.

SECTION 14-635-. SUBSURFACE-SEWAGE TFREATMENTSYSTEM-SSTS DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS.
The following shall apply to the design and construction of Subsurface-Sewage Treatment
SystemsSSTS:
A A—General Requirements.
1—Requ#edrM ust have an approved Subsurface-SewageTFreatment-SystemsSSTS
permit upgrades-shall-be-constructed-priorbeforeto-the issuance of a residential or

commercial building permit.
B. B-Design Requirements.
1. 2-Tank Requirements
a. _All new and replacement septic tanks shall be sized to meet the standards listed
in Minn. Rules part 7080.1930 Subp. 2 to provide for a garbage disposal.
b. The minimum capacity for lift stations shall be 1,000 gallons.
¢. Holding tanks may be allowed for the following applications: as a temporary
replacement to an existing non-compliant system or for an existing lot in which
an SSTS cannot feasibly be installed, and if the Department finds extenuating
circumstances. The owner of a holding tank must obtain an operating permit as
described in Section 14-639. A maintenance agreement must be provided to the
City stating that the property owner guarantees the removal of the tank contents
before overflow or discharge.
2. Determination of Hydraulic Loading Rate and SSTS Sizing:
a. The following tables are adopted by reference and shall be used to size
SSTS infiltration areas using the larger sizing factor of the two:




1. Table IX from Minn. R. part 7080.2150, Subp. 3(E) entitled
Loading Rates for Determining Bottom Absorption Area and
Absorption Ratios Using Detail Soil Descriptions; and

2. Table 1Xa from Minn. R. part 7080.2150, Subp 3(E) entitled
Loading Rates for Determining Bottom Absorption Area and
Absorption Ratios Using Percolation Test.

3. Floodplains
a. _An SSTS shall not be located in a floodway or floodplain. Location within
the flood fringe is permitted, provided the design complies with this
ordinance and all of the rules and statutes incorporated by reference.
4. Setback Requirements
a. _Septic tanks shall be placed a minimum of 20 feet from any building exit,
ten feet from a pool, ten feet from property lines, ten feet from structures,
and 30 feet from wetlands (Circular 39, type 3-8). Dispersal areas need to
be 20 feet from a pool, ten feet from property lines, 20 feet from
structures, and 30 feet from wetlands (Circular 39, type 3-8).

C. Construction Requirements

1. Soil treatment areas shall be clearly identified and protected before the

issuance of a building permit.

2. Soil treatment areas, including secondary areas, located on commercial
property shall be permanently protected from all vehicle traffic.
Inspection pipes shall be secured to prevent removal from the ground.
Design sheets shall be present during on-site inspections.

Wiring shall not be across any septic or lift tank.
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SECTION 14-636. SEPTIC REPORTS. A septic report shall be required for accessory
buildings and building additions over 240 square feet before a building permit will be issued. The
report shall include the following:
A. A-ldentification of an alternatesecondary Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-System-SSTS
site capable of supporting the use of the building efatleast-3;000-square-feet-and soils

suitable for a Standard-SystemType | System as defined by Minn. R. Ch. 7080. A
minimum of three soil borings are required, one which must be located in the
most restrictive area.

B. B-The location of all wells on the property.

SECTION 14-637. COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS.
A. A-A Compliance inspection on all existing on-site systems, as defined by Minn. R. Ch.




7080-7083, shall be required prior to the following:

1. 1-Sale or transfer of ownership of any building;

2. 2-Atany time when the Department deems appropriate, such as but not limited to
receiving a complaint, a notice of system malfunction, or when an addition,
enlargement, improvement, or remodeling of the structure or alterations that would
affect the water use, such as bedrooms, or bathrooms, the department may require
that the compllance demonstrates that the SSTS is both adequate and conforming.

B. B-A 15 Percent reduction of vertical separation (separation distance no less than 30.6
inches) may be determined to be compliant for existing systems to account for settling
and variable interpretation of soil characteristics.

C. -An SSTS found in compliance but lacking proper access to the maintenance hole shall
have the required risers installed and shall be brought to grade per Minn. R. Ch.
7080.1970, Letter C.

D. An SSTS found in noncompliance with the requirements of this Chapter shall be either:
1. 1-Brought into compliance; or

——2.2-Have established a Septic Compliance Escrow Account in accord with the provisions
of this Section prior to the sale or transfer of ownership, or at any time when the

department deems approprlate per sectlon 14 637 A 2. er—pner—te—the—eenstruenen—ef—a

Septlc Compllance Escrow Accounts are a temporary alternative to conformance on
the date of sale. Establishing a Septic Compliance Escrow Account is not in conformance
with the provisions of this section; however, it is a defense against enforcement.-guring

the-duration-of the-hardship- -A Septic Compliance Escrow Account may be established
whenever the seller demonstrates, and the Cib-CeuneH-Zoning Administrator finds that:

|!""

1. 1-The non-compliance was received December 1% through May 1% making it
impractical to bring the system into compliance during that timeframe; and

2. A-hardshipThe non-compliance was not created by the buyer or seller makinges it
impossible or impractical-teimpractical to bring the system into compliance; and

3. The buyer or seller agrees to bring the system into compliance within ten (10)
months; and

4. A locally available contractor does not have the equipment necessary to perform the
compliance repairs due to the soil being frozen to a depth of more than twelve (12)
inches and/or the locally available contractor is unavailable to make necessary

compllance repairs.

F. FF.. The Septic Compliance Escrow Account will be established and maintained by the

buyer and seller. Felowing-the-finding-of-hardshiptThe buyer and seller will obtain



estimates of the cost of compliance repair. The City-Building-OfficialDepartment will
review these estimates. Buyer and seller shall establish a Septic Compliance Escrow

Account, naming the City of Columbus as a necessary party for the release of escrow
funds. (An-example-of a-suitable-agreementis-included-in-Appendib-A)Y-Buyer and seller
shall then deposit an amount equal to 125% of the estimated compliance repair cost into
the escrow account. Upon a showing that the buyer and seller have entered into the
required escrow agreement, the City shall approve the sale contingent on the successful
completion of compliance repairs and closing of escrow. The contingency may be
recorded against the property. Upon completion of compliance repairs, the City shall
authorize the release of escrow funds and remove the contingency recorded against the

property.

SECTION 14-638. CLASS V INJECTION WELLS. All owners of new or replacement SSTS
that are considered to be Class V injection wells, as defined in the Code of Federal Regulations,
title 40, part 144, are required by the Federal Government to submit SSTS inventory information
to the Environmental Protection Agency.

SECTION 14-639. OPERATING PERMIT REQUIRED.
A. An operating permit shall be required of all owners of systems serving other

establishments, holding tanks, Type IV and V systems and Mid-Size Subsurface Sewage
Treatment Svstems or “MSTS” An—epetat—mg—pe#mﬂ—sha—#be—mqw#ed—ef—a“—ewne#s—eﬁ

system&as deflned in Mlnn R Ch 7080 and any other SSTS that the Department has

determined requires operational oversight.
The purpose of an operating permit is to define the frequency of monitoring and

maintenance, under MPCA rule 7082.0600 Subp. 2.
Operating permits are valid for three (3) years. The operating permit fee and renewal

operating permit fee shall be determined by the City Council and published in a fee
schedule.

SECTION 14-640. CONSTRUCTION PERMIT REQUIRED.
A. No person shall install, alter, excavate, repair, replace, or extend any SSTS or any

@

component thereof, including, pipes, tanks-drep-bexes-distribution-bexes, and drain

fields, in the City without first obtaining a construction permit therefore from the
Building-OfficialDepartment for the specific installation, alteration, excavation, repair, or
extension. No land disturbing activities in furtherance of such construction shall be
permitted until a determination has been made by the Zoning Administrator as to the
applicability of Chapter 7D to the proposed construction. A construction permit for these
purposes shall only be applied for and issued to a licensed Installer. A Construction
Permit for an SSTS is separate from a Building Permit issued under Chapter 13 of this
City Code. For new construction, the applications for a construction permit, building
permit, and zoning permit (Ch. 7A) shall be processed together.

B. The City Council may refuse to issue a construction permit for cause or upon the

recommendation of the Butding-OfficialDepartment or Sity-Zoning Administrator for
noncompliance with this Chapter or any rule, statute, or ordinance incorporated herein.

The City Council may revoke a permit for cause for any violation of this Chapter or any
other provisions of the City Code, or for falsification or misrepresentation of any
documents, records or reports submitted to obtain a permit.

SECTION 14-641. APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT. Application for a
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construction permit shall be made in writing to the Building-OfficialDepartment on such forms as
they may from time to time designate, and shall include such information as may be required,
including but not limited to, the following:

A. A-The correct legal description, street address, and PIN (property tax I.D. number) of the
property.

B. B-Asite plan showing the location of any proposed or existing buildings located on the
property with respect to the boundary lines of the property, including the location of the
required Soil Treatment Areas, complete plans of the proposed SSTS with the
substantiating data showing compliance with the minimum standards of this Chapter and
with the site evaluation requirements of Minn. R. Ch. 7080-7083, and, if applicable, a
Storm Water Management Plan pursuant to Chapter 7D of this City Code. A complete
plan shall include the location, size, and design of all parts of the Subsurface-Sewage
Freatment-System-SSTS to be installed, altered, repaired or extended. Fhe-site-evatuation
report-shall-be-signed-by-a-Site-Evaluater—The SSTS design shall be signed by a licensed
Designer.

C. &-The present or proposed location of water supply facilities and water supply piping.

D. B-The name, address and telephone number of the licensed Installer who is to install the

F. +-Permit applications for new and replacement SSTS shall include a management plan
for the owner that includes a schedule for septic tank maintenance.

SECTION 14-642. CONSTRUCTION AND INVESTIGATION PERMIT FEES.

A. A-The construction permit fee for new and replacement Subsurface-SewageTFreatment
SystemsSSTS shall be determined by the City Council and published in a fee schedule

B. B-When an investigation is deemed necessary by the Building-OfficialDepartment, an
investigation fee shall be charged in an amount not less than the actual cost to the City.

C. &-The Construction Permit shall be valid for a period of sixty (60) days from date of
issuance, unless issued simultaneously with a building permit for new construction, in
which case it shall be valid for the same period as the building permit.

SECTION 14-643. CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION.
A. A-General Provisions. The Buiding-OffictalDepartment shall make such inspection as is
necessary to determine compliance with this Chapter. The Installer must request
inspections 48 hours prior to scheduling-. No part of an SSTS shall be covered until it has

been inspected and accepted by the Buiding-OfficialDepartment. It shall be the

responsibility of the Installer to notify the Building-OfficialDepartment that the job is
ready for inspection or reinspection. Pursuant to the authority granted by Minn. Stat. §

115.04, as amended, whenever it is necessary for the purposes of this Chapter, the
Buiding-OfficialDepartment or other authorized Inspector, upon presentation of
identifying credentials to the owner or occupant, may enter upon any property, public or
private, for the purposes of obtaining information or conducting surveys, investigations
or inspections. It shall be the duty of the owner or occupant of the property to give the

Buiding-OfficialDepartment or other authorized Inspector, free access to the property at
reasonable times for the purpose of making such inspections. The following
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documentation, if applicable, shall be submitted within thirty (30) days of completion of

any permitted SSTS: as-built form, pump and alarm verification form, tank identification

document and abandonment formAs—b&Ht—deeamentaHen—ee%eatten—and—draMngs

Sewage—ﬁe&tumeméystem It shall be the Installer s respon51b111ty to 1nsta11 the

Subsurface-Sewage Freatment-System-SSTS and all components thereof to the
specifications of the submitted Subsurface-Sewage TreatmentSSTS design and in

compliance with applicable state and local regulations. Upon satisfactory completion and
final inspection of the system the Building-OfficialDepartment shall indicate approval on
the application. If upon inspection the Building-OfficialDepartment discovers that any
part of an SSTS is not constructed in accordance with the minimum standards provided in
this Chapter, they shall give the Installer written notification describing the defects. The
Installer shall pay an additional fee-ef-$15.06-f per the City’s Fee Schedule for each
reinspection that is necessary. The Installer shall be responsible for the correction or
elimination of all defects and no Subsurface-Sewage Treatment System-SSTS shall be
place or replaced in service until all defects have been corrected or eliminated.

B. B-Inspection Requirements.

1

2.

w

1-A contracted SSTS licensed business by an appropriately certified SSTS installer
shall be present on-site during the construction and inspection of a Subsurface
SowpgereatrmenteysiemSS TS,
2-An inspection shall take place upon each of the following:
a. {a)y-Ground scarification for at--grades and mound systems;
b b. {b)-Installation of rock and pipes;

c. {e)Installation of septic tank, manhole covers, risers, and inspection pipes; and

d d. {e)-After the Subsurface-Sewage TFreatment-System-SSTS is finished, graded and
erosion control has been established.is-cevered-and-the—finish-is-graded.

e. Other inspections deemed necessary.

3. 3-Inthe event the required inspection cannot be performed by the City, photographs

of the installed Subsurface-SewageTreatmentSystem-SSTS shall be furnished with

the required as-built documentation. This provision shall only apply if permission
from the Building-OfficialDepartment or Zoning Administrator is obtained at least 48

hours in advance of the installation of the Subsurface-Sewage Treatment
SystemSSTS. The decision to grant permission is within the sole discretion of the

Buiding-OfficialDepartment or Zoning Administrator.

SECTION 14-644. BACKFILLING. Backfilling above the cover level of any sewage tank or
similar tank, or any building sewer, shall not commence until permission has been granted by the

Building-OfficialDepartment.
SECTION 14-645. MAINTENANCE INSPECTION AND PUMPING.

A. A-Triennial Pumping. Each-Subsurface-Sewage Freatment-System-Septic and holding

tanks shall be pumped every three years unless required more often per a management or

operating plan. A certified maintainer shall file a pumping report with the City. ata
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B. BEC. Owner Responsibility.
1. 1-The Owner of each Lot upon which the improvements are served by an

Subsurface-SewageTFreatment-System-SSTS is responsible for the lawful operation

and maintenance of each on-site system. “Owner,” as used herein, shall mean the fee
owner(s) and, if applicable, the contract-for-deed purchaser. Ownership interests
shall be determined by reference to the records of the Anoka County
Recorder/Registrar of Titles.

2. 2-The owner of each Lot is responsible for having the inspection or pumping of their

histher-Subsurface-Sewage TFreatment-System-SSTS completed and for submitting a

written inspection or pumping report to the City. The owner shall hire an Inspector or
Maintainer to conduct the inspection or pumping and to complete the required report.
The Maintainer shall file a complete inspection or pumping report with the Zening
AdministraterDepartment within thirty (30) working days following the actual date

upon which the Subsurface-Sewage TFreatment-Syster-SSTS was eleaned-of
pumpedmaintained. The required reports shall, at a minimum, certify that the

Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-System-SSTS meets the standards of this Section. The
reports shall be signed by the-ownerand-the Inspector. All parties signing the reports
shall attest to the following statement:

“Under penalties of law, I declare that I have examined this Report and all of its

attached pages and drawings, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, they are true,

correct, accurate and complete

C. B Inspection by City. If the owner of a Lot fails to file the required reports, every three
(3) years, or files incomplete reports, the Zening-Administrator-Department shall, by
certified mail, notify the owner that a complete report shall be filed with the City within
thirty (30) days from the date of the notice. In the event the owner fails to file a complete

report with the City within the thirty (30) day period, the Buiding-taspecterDepartment

or other qualified Inspector shall inspect the Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-System-SSTS
and file the report on behalf of the owner. The City’s costs of such inspection shall be

reimbursed to the City within thirty (30) days of the date upon which an invoice is mailed
to the owner.

SECTION 14-646. PUMPING/MAINTAINACE PERMITS AND FEES. A permit shall be
obtained for each pumpingjebmaintenance activity. An application for the permit shall be
submitted to the City-AdministraterDepartment or designee by the Maintainer. The application
for any pumping-maintenance permit shall be on a form approved by the City Administrator and
shall include sufficient information to identify and locate the Maintainer dumping facility, and to
identify the Maintainer and approved pumping vehicle. The fee for a permit shall be determined
by the City Council and published in thea-fee schedule. The City Council may refuse to issue a
pumpiag-maintenance permit for cause or upon the recommendation of the Buiding
OffieialDepartment or Sity-Zoning Administrator. The City Council may revoke a permit for
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cause, for any violation of this Chapter or any other provisions of the City Code or for
falsification or misrepresentation of any documents, records or reports submitted to obtain a
permit.

A. A-Routine PumpingMaintenance. A “routine-purmping maintenance” permit is issued
for a pumping-maintenance which occurs twelve (12) months or more after the
previous cleaning. The permit fee for a routine pumping-maintenance shall be
determined by the City Council and published in the a-fee schedule.

B. B-Frequent Pumping. The application for a third pumping permit within a twelve
(12) months period is indicative of a failing Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-System
SSTS and requires an inspection of the system (see § 14-647).

C. S-Emergency Pumping. An “emergency pumping” is defined as a pumping (1)
which is required because of the Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-System’sSSTS’s
failure to meet the minimum standards of Section 14-645, especially failure of
plumbing fixtures to drain properly or effluent backing up from the system, and (2)
which occurs or is necessitated during hours or days when the City-Zoning
Administrator or designee is not available at the City Hall to issue a pumping
maintenance permit. The Maintainer shall obtain a pumping-maintenance permit
within five (5) working days following the date of the emergency cleaning or

pumping.

SECTION 14-647. ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS. The issuance of three (3) or more-pumping
maintenance permits (see Section 14-646) within a twelve (12) month period for the same

Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-System-SSTS shall be considered strong evidence by the City that

the system is approaching failure or is inadequately designed. Upon the issuance of a third

pumping-maintenance permit within a twelve (12) month period, the Buiéding-OfficialDepartment
shall review the inspection and pumping reports and then, at his-their discretion, inspect the entire
Subsurface-Sewage Treatment-System-SSTS to determine that it is in compliance with the
minimum standards of Section 14-645. A non-compliant faHed Subsurface-SewageFreatment
System-SSTS shall be cleaned, repaired, maintained, reconstructed, or relocated, as determined

by the Building-OfficialDepartment.

SECTION 14-648. RECORDS. The Building-OfficialDepartment shall coordinate a record
keeping systems so that a separate city file is maintained for each SSTS. The record for each
SSTS shall, at a minimum, include:

A. A-Property address, legal description and PIN (county auditor’s property
identification number);

B. B- Property site plan showing buildings, wells, Individual Sewage Treatment-System
SSTS components, drain-field, lakes, streams, wetlands, and surface drainage
patterns;

C. C-Site evaluation data and analysis of soils (by percolation tests and soil borings),
detailing water table depth, mottled soil depth, types of soils, depth of “hardpan,” and
other soils data;

D. B-Construction Permit history;

E. E-Cleaning-and-pumpingMaintenance permit history; and,
F. F-Inspection history.

SECTION 14-649. LICENSING. All design, construction, installation, alteration, repair,

maintenance, cleaning, pumping or inspections activity for an Subsurface-Sewage Freatment
System-SSTS shall be completed by an appropriately licensed businesses or certified qualified

employee, or a person exempted from licensing under Minn. R. 7083.0700, subp. 1.- A copy of
the license shall be filed with the City prior to the commencement of the Subsurface-Sewage
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Freatment-System-SSTS design, construction, installation, alteration, repair, maintenance,
operation, cleaning, pumping, or inspection.

A. -A property owner installing a SSTS to treat wastewater solely from their own dwelling
or a seasonal dwelling may install their own system without a license providing the
following conditions are followed:

1. Homeowner exemption will be limited to Type | gravity trench systems only and any
assistance provided to the system owner in construction of a system under this item
must be performed by a licensed installation business.

SECTION 14-650. EMPTYING SEPTIC TANKS. No Maintainer or other person shall empty
or remove the contents of any vault, privy, cesspool, septic tank or drain, otherwise than in a
container made tight and closely covered and at such hours or times of the day or night as the

health-officer-or Building-OfficialDepartment may direct.

SECTION 14-651. STORAGE DISTANCE FROM BUILDINGS. No Maintainer or other
person shall place, keep, or store, when not in actual use, any equipment associated with a
pumping business, including pumping box, cask, cart, tank, vessel, container, vehicle, or tools,
used in pumping services, within 300 feet of any private residence, school building, church
building, public grounds, or commercial building, unless stored in a Garage or Accessory
Building. The temporary storage of septage or holding tank waste shall require a permit from the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

SECTION 14-652. DISPOSAL OF CONTENTS. Within the jurisdictional limits of the City,
no Maintainer or other person shall dispose of the contents of any vault, privy, cesspool, septic
tank, or other private drain in any place without first notifying the Building-OfficialDepartment,
in writing, of the place where it is proposed to make such disposal and obtaining a permit
therefore.

SECTION 14-653. SURFACE DISCHARGE. Surface discharge of sewage is prohibited
without a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued by the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

SECTION 14-654. VIOLATIONS. Any violation of, or neglect to comply with, the provisions
of this Chapter on the part of any person, or any neglect or refusal of any owner or occupant of
any premises to permit theirhis premises to be examined as herein provided, and the same to be
cleaned, repaired, reconstructed, or abandoned shall be a violation of this Code and shall be found
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine or imprisonment
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1, Section 1-109 of this City Code.

SECTION 14-655. CONFLICT RESOLUTION. For SSTS systems regulated under this
ordinance, conflicts and other technical disputes over new construction, replacement, and existing
systems will be managed in accordance with the procedure as defined in City Code Section 4-
104, which governs appeals to the City Council. If a documented discrepancy arises on the depth
of the periodically saturated soil between and-SSTS licensed businesses or-and- the City of
Columbus for SSTS design or compliance purposes, the procedure outlined in Minn. R.
7082.0700, subp. 5(A & B) shall be followed.
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City of Columbus Anoka County, Minnesota City Code, Chapter 14: PUBLIC
HEALTH, WELLS, SEWERS, AND UTILITIES

ARTICLE VI PRIVATE SEWER SYSTEMS

SECTION 14-600. ADOPTION OF STATE CODE. The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems or “SSTS” standards, cited as Minn. R.
Chs. 7080-7083, and the Anoka County Sewage Treatment Ordinance (2018-5) are
hereby adopted by the City of Columbus and are incorporated in the City Code of
Ordinances as completely as if set out in full with the additions thereto contained in this
Article. Copies of the Codes are on file in the office of the City Clerk.

SECTION 14-601. DEFINITIONS.
A. “Department” means the City of Columbus Building Department or a qualified
designee of the Building Department.
B. All other definitions in this section are defined by Minn. R. Chs. 7080-7081.

SECTION 14-610. RESTRICTIONS. Except as herein provided by this Article, it shall
be unlawful to construct or maintain any SSTS, privy, privy vault, septic tank, aerobic
tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of sewage.

SECTION 14-620. RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE.

SECTION 14-630. CONFORMANCE WITH STATE AND COUNTY
REQUIREMENTS.

A. All SSTS installed subsequent to the adoption of this Chapter and all alterations,
extensions, and repairs to SSTS, irrespective of the date of original installation,
shall conform to this Chapter and to the state and county regulations hereinabove
adopted.

B. All sewage generated, in unsewered areas shall be treated and dispersed by an
SSTS as approved under this Chapter or a system permitted by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency.

SECTION 14-631. IMMINENT PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY THREAT;
NON-COMPLIANT AND ABANDONED SYSTEMS.

A. The owner of any SSTS that is an Imminent Public Health Threat shall
immediately abate the threat according to instructions by the Department and
bring the SSTS into compliance with this Chapter in accordance with a schedule
established by the Department, which will not exceed ten (10) months.

B. A non-compliant system or an SSTS that is not protective of groundwater as
defined in Minn. R. part 7080-1500, shall be brought into compliance within ten
(10) months after receiving notice from the Department.

C. SSTS that are no longer in use must be abandoned.

D. Includes all homes that do not meeting criteria of Section 14-637.

SECTION 14-632. POWER TO ENTER UPON PROPERTY.
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A.

With the consent of the owner of property subject to inspection, the Department
or a designated Inspector may be authorized to enter upon any premises between
sunrise and sunset when an issue has been identified with a SSTS for the purpose
of examining any SSTS, privy vault, privy, cesspool, septic tank or private drain,
and shall be permitted access to any and all parts of any dwelling or building
within the City necessary for such examination.

In the event of an imminent threat to public health and safety, the Department or a
designated Inspector may enter upon any premises for the purpose of inspecting
and correcting such threat.

SECTION 14-633. SOIL TREATMENT AREA REQUIRED.

A

All lots shall maintain, at all times, two (2) tested soil treatment areas suitable for
Type | systems capable of supporting the use of the lot as defined by Minn. R. Ch.
7080-7083.

SSTS designs shall identify a secondary soil treatment area suitable for a Type |
system, as defined by Minn. R. Ch. 7080-7083, capable of supporting the new or
existing lot.

A Type Il area will be allowed if there is no suitable site for a Type | soil
treatment area for an existing lot.

. A design requires a minimum of four (4) soil observations for each SSTS site.

Only four (4) soil observations are required if the two sites are contiguous.
The location of accessory structures shall not be within either of the two (2)
treatment areas.

SECTION 14-634. VARIANCES. Variances to this Chapter may be granted as follows:

A

B.

The Department, in consultation with the Zoning Administrator, shall have the
authority to grant administrative variances to the regulations of this Chapter based
on the landowner’s showing of the following findings:

1. Practical difficulties exist in complying with the requirements of this
Avrticle because of circumstances unique to the property, not created by the
landowner.

2. The landowner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner.

3. Granting the variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the
Zoning Ordinance and consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

4. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood or City.

Any aggrieved person may file an appeal of the decision of the Department
regarding an administrative variance application following the procedures as
outlined in Section 4-104 of the City Code.

No variance shall be granted under this section to any criteria identified as a
prohibited variation under Minn. R. part 7082.0300, subp. 2.

SECTION 14-635. SSTS DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS
AND CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS.
The following shall apply to the design and construction of SSTS:

A.

General Requirements.
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1. Must have an approved SSTS permit before issuance of a residential or

commercial building permit.

B. Design Requirements.
1. Tank Requirements.

a. All new and replacement septic tanks shall be sized to meet the

standards listed in Minn. Rules part 7080.1930 Subp. 2 to
provide for a garbage disposal.

. The minimum capacity for lift stations shall be 1,000 gallons.

Holding tanks may be allowed for the following applications: as
a temporary replacement to an existing non-compliant system or
for an existing lot in which an SSTS cannot feasibly be installed,
and if the Department finds extenuating circumstances. The
owner of a holding tank must obtain an operating permit as
described in Section 14-639. A maintenance agreement must be
provided to the City stating that the property owner guarantees
the removal of the tank contents before overflow or discharge.

2. Determination of Hydraulic Loading Rate and SSTS Sizing:

a. The following tables are adopted by reference and shall be used

to size SSTS infiltration areas using the larger sizing factor of the
two:

1. Table IX from Minn. R. part 7080.2150, Subp. 3(E) entitled
Loading Rates for Determining Bottom Absorption Area
and Absorption Ratios Using Detail Soil Descriptions; and

2. Table IXa from Minn. R. part 7080.2150, Subp 3(E)
entitled Loading Rates for Determining Bottom Absorption
Area and Absorption Ratios Using Percolation Test.

3. Floodplains.

a. An SSTS shall not be located in a floodway or floodplain.

Location within the flood fringe is permitted, provided the design
complies with this ordinance and all of the rules and statutes
incorporated by reference.

4. Setback Requirements.

a. Septic tanks shall be placed a minimum of 20 feet from any

building exit, ten feet from a pool, ten feet from property lines,
ten feet from structures, and 30 feet from wetlands (Circular 39,
type 3-8). Dispersal areas need to be 20 feet from a pool, ten feet
from property lines, 20 feet from structures, and 30 feet from
wetlands (Circular 39, type 3-8).

C. Construction Requirements.

1.

ok w

Soil treatment areas shall be clearly identified and protected before the

issuance of a building permit.

Soil treatment areas, including secondary areas, located on commercial

property shall be permanently protected from all vehicle traffic.

Inspection pipes shall be secured to prevent removal from the ground.

Design sheets shall be present during on-site inspections.
Wiring shall not be across any septic or lift tank.
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SECTION 14-636. SEPTIC REPORTS. A septic report shall be required for accessory
buildings and building additions over 240 square feet before a building permit will be
issued. The report shall include the following:
A. ldentification of a secondary SSTS site capable of supporting the use of the
building and soils suitable for a Type | System as defined by Minn. R. Ch. 7080.
A minimum of three soil borings are required, one which must be located in the
most restrictive area.
B. The location of all wells on the property.

SECTION 14-637. COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS.
A. A Compliance inspection on all existing on-site systems, as defined by Minn. R.
Ch. 7080-7083, shall be required prior to the following:

1.
2.

Sale or transfer of ownership of any building;

At any time when the Department deems appropriate, such as but not
limited to receiving a complaint, a notice of system malfunction, or when
an addition, enlargement, improvement, or remodeling of the structure or
alterations that would affect the water use, such as bedrooms or
bathrooms, the department may require that the compliance demonstrates
that the SSTS is both adequate and conforming.

B. A 15 Percent reduction of vertical separation (separation distance no less than
30.6 inches) may be determined to be compliant for existing systems to account
for settling and variable interpretation of soil characteristics.

C. An SSTS found in compliance but lacking proper access to the maintenance hole
shall have the required risers installed and shall be brought to grade per Minn. R.
Ch. 7080.1970, Letter C.

D. An SSTS found in noncompliance with the requirements of this Chapter shall be

either:
1.
2.

Brought into compliance; or

Have established a Septic Compliance Escrow Account in accord with the
provisions of this Section prior to the sale or transfer of ownership, or at
any time when the department deems appropriate per section 14-637 A. 2.

E. Septic Compliance Escrow Accounts are a temporary alternative to conformance
on the date of sale. Establishing a Septic Compliance Escrow Account is not in
conformance with the provisions of this section; however, it is a defense against
enforcement. A Septic Compliance Escrow Account may be established whenever
the seller demonstrates, and the Zoning Administrator finds that:

1.

2.

3.

4.

The non-compliance was received December 1 through May 1% making it
impractical to bring the system into compliance during that timeframe; and
The non-compliance was not created by the buyer or seller making it
impossible or impractical to bring the system into compliance; and

The buyer or seller agrees to bring the system into compliance within ten
(10) months; and

A locally available contractor does not have the equipment necessary to
perform the compliance repairs due to the soil being frozen to a depth of
more than twelve (12) inches and/or the locally available contractor is
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unavailable to make necessary compliance repairs.

F. The Septic Compliance Escrow Account will be established and maintained by
the buyer and seller. The buyer and seller will obtain estimates of the cost of
compliance repair. The Department will review these estimates. Buyer and seller
shall establish a Septic Compliance Escrow Account, naming the City of
Columbus as a necessary party for the release of escrow funds. Buyer and seller
shall then deposit an amount equal to 125% of the estimated compliance repair
cost into the escrow account. Upon a showing that the buyer and seller have
entered into the required escrow agreement, the City shall approve the sale
contingent on the successful completion of compliance repairs and closing of
escrow. The contingency may be recorded against the property. Upon completion
of compliance repairs, the City shall authorize the release of escrow funds and
remove the contingency recorded against the property.

SECTION 14-638. CLASS V INJECTION WELLS. All owners of new or
replacement SSTS that are considered to be Class V injection wells, as defined in the
Code of Federal Regulations, title 40, part 144, are required by the Federal Government
to submit SSTS inventory information to the Environmental Protection Agency.

SECTION 14-639. OPERATING PERMIT REQUIRED.

A. An operating permit shall be required of all owners of systems serving other
establishments, holding tanks, Type IV and V systems and Mid-Size Subsurface
Sewage Treatment Systems or “MSTS” as defined in Minn. R. Ch. 7080 and any
other SSTS that the Department has determined requires operational oversight.

B. The purpose of an operating permit is to define the frequency of monitoring and
maintenance, under MPCA rule 7082.0600 Subp. 2.

C. Operating permits are valid for three (3) years. The operating permit fee and
renewal operating permit fee shall be determined by the City Council and
published in a fee schedule.

SECTION 14-640. CONSTRUCTION PERMIT REQUIRED.

A. No person shall install, alter, excavate, repair, replace, or extend any SSTS or any
component thereof, including, pipes, tanks and drain fields, in the City without
first obtaining a construction permit therefore from the Department for the
specific installation, alteration, excavation, repair, or extension. No land
disturbing activities in furtherance of such construction shall be permitted until a
determination has been made by the Zoning Administrator as to the applicability
of Chapter 7D to the proposed construction. A construction permit for these
purposes shall only be applied for and issued to a licensed Installer. A
Construction Permit for an SSTS is separate from a Building Permit issued under
Chapter 13 of this City Code. For new construction, the applications for a
construction permit, building permit, and zoning permit (Ch. 7A) shall be
processed together.

B. The City Council may refuse to issue a construction permit for cause or upon the
recommendation of the Department or Zoning Administrator for noncompliance
with this Chapter or any rule, statute, or ordinance incorporated herein. The City
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Council may revoke a permit for cause for any violation of this Chapter or any
other provisions of the City Code, or for falsification or misrepresentation of any
documents, records or reports submitted to obtain a permit.

SECTION 14-641. APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT. Application
for a construction permit shall be made in writing to the Department on such forms as
they may from time to time designate, and shall include such information as may be
required, including but not limited to, the following:

A.

B.

nm

The correct legal description, street address, and PIN (property tax 1.D. number)
of the property.

A site plan showing the location of any proposed or existing buildings located on
the property with respect to the boundary lines of the property, including the
location of the required Soil Treatment Areas, complete plans of the proposed
SSTS with the substantiating data showing compliance with the minimum
standards of this Chapter and with the site evaluation requirements of Minn. R.
Ch. 7080-7083, and, if applicable, a Storm Water Management Plan pursuant to
Chapter 7D of this City Code. A complete plan shall include the location, size,
and design of all parts of the SSTS to be installed, altered, repaired or extended.
The SSTS design shall be signed by a licensed Designer.

The present or proposed location of water supply facilities and water supply
piping.

The name, address and telephone number of the licensed Installer who is to install
the SSTS.

A complete copy of the SSTS design.

Permit applications for new and replacement SSTS shall include a management
plan for the owner that includes a schedule for septic tank maintenance.

SECTION 14-642. CONSTRUCTION AND INVESTIGATION PERMIT FEES.
A. The construction permit fee for new and replacement SSTS shall be determined

B.

C.

by the City Council and published in a fee schedule.

When an investigation is deemed necessary by the Department, an investigation
fee shall be charged in an amount not less than the actual cost to the City.

The Construction Permit shall be valid for a period of sixty (60) days from date of
issuance, unless issued simultaneously with a building permit for new
construction, in which case it shall be valid for the same period as the building
permit.

SECTION 14-643. CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION.
A. General Provisions. The Department shall make such inspection as is necessary to

determine compliance with this Chapter. The Installer must request inspections 48
hours prior to scheduling. No part of an SSTS shall be covered until it has been
inspected and accepted by the Department. It shall be the responsibility of the
Installer to notify the Department that the job is ready for inspection or
reinspection. Pursuant to the authority granted by Minn. Stat. § 115.04, as
amended, whenever it is necessary for the purposes of this Chapter, the
Department or other authorized Inspector, upon presentation of identifying
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credentials to the owner or occupant, may enter upon any property, public or
private, for the purposes of obtaining information or conducting surveys,
investigations or inspections. It shall be the duty of the owner or occupant of the
property to give the Department or other authorized Inspector, free access to the
property at reasonable times for the purpose of making such inspections. The
following documentation, if applicable, shall be submitted within thirty (30) days
of completion of any permitted SSTS: as-built form, pump and alarm verification
form, tank identification document, and abandonment form. It shall be the
Installer’s responsibility to install the SSTS and all components thereof to the
specifications of the submitted SSTS design and in compliance with applicable
state and local regulations. Upon satisfactory completion and final inspection of
the system the Department shall indicate approval on the application. If upon
inspection the Department discovers that any part of an SSTS is not constructed in
accordance with the minimum standards provided in this Chapter, they shall give
the Installer written notification describing the defects. The Installer shall pay an
additional fee per the City’s Fee Schedule for each reinspection that is necessary.
The Installer shall be responsible for the correction or elimination of all defects
and no SSTS shall be place or replaced in service until all defects have been
corrected or eliminated.

B. Inspection Requirements.

1. A contracted SSTS licensed business by an appropriately certified SSTS
installer shall be present on-site during the construction and inspection of
a SSTS.

2. An inspection shall take place upon each of the following:

a. Ground scarification for at-grades and mound systems;

b. Installation of rock and pipes;

c. Installation of septic tank, manhole covers, risers, and inspection
pipes; and

d. After the SSTS is finished, graded and erosion control has been
established.

e. Other inspections deemed necessary.

3. Inthe event the required inspection cannot be performed by the City,
photographs of the installed SSTS shall be furnished with the required as-
built documentation. This provision shall only apply if permission from
the Department or Zoning Administrator is obtained at least 48 hours in
advance of the installation of the SSTS. The decision to grant permission
is within the sole discretion of the Department or Zoning Administrator.

SECTION 14-644. BACKFILLING. Backfilling above the cover level of any sewage
tank or similar tank, or any building sewer, shall not commence until permission has been
granted by the Department.

SECTION 14-645. MAINTENANCE INSPECTION AND PUMPING.
A. Triennial Pumping. Septic and holding tanks shall be pumped every three years
unless required more often per a management or operating plan. A certified
maintainer shall file a pumping report with the City.
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B. Owner Responsibility.

1. The Owner of each Lot upon which the improvements are served by a
SSTS is responsible for the lawful operation and maintenance of each on-
site system. “Owner,” as used herein, shall mean the fee owner(s) and, if
applicable, the contract-for-deed purchaser. Ownership interests shall be
determined by reference to the records of the Anoka County
Recorder/Registrar of Titles.

2. The owner of each Lot is responsible for having the inspection or pumping
of their SSTS completed and for submitting a written inspection or
pumping report to the City. The owner shall hire an Inspector or
Maintainer to conduct the inspection or pumping and to complete the
required report. The Maintainer shall file a complete inspection or
pumping report with the Department within thirty (30) working days
following the actual date upon which the SSTS was maintained. The
required reports shall, at a minimum, certify that the SSTS meets the
standards of this Section. The reports shall be signed by the Inspector. All
parties signing the reports shall attest to the following statement:

“Under penalties of law, I declare that I have examined this Report and all
of its attached pages and drawings, and to the best of my knowledge and
belief, they are true, correct, accurate, and complete.”

C. Inspection by City. If the owner of a Lot fails to file the required reports, every
three (3) years, or files incomplete reports, the Department shall, by certified mail,
notify the owner that a complete report shall be filed with the City within thirty
(30) days from the date of the notice. In the event the owner fails to file a
complete report with the City within the thirty (30) day period, the Department or
other qualified Inspector shall inspect the SSTS and file the report on behalf of the
owner. The City’s costs of such inspection shall be reimbursed to the City within
thirty (30) days of the date upon which an invoice is mailed to the owner.

SECTION 14-646. PUMPING/MAINTAINACE PERMITS AND FEES. A permit
shall be obtained for each maintenance activity. An application for the permit shall be
submitted to the Department or designee by the Maintainer. The application for any
maintenance permit shall be on a form approved by the City Administrator and shall
include sufficient information to identify and locate the Maintainer dumping facility, and
to identify the Maintainer and approved pumping vehicle. The fee for a permit shall be
determined by the City Council and published in the fee schedule. The City Council may
refuse to issue a maintenance permit for cause or upon the recommendation of the
Department or Zoning Administrator. The City Council may revoke a permit for cause,
for any violation of this Chapter or any other provisions of the City Code or for
falsification or misrepresentation of any documents, records or reports submitted to
obtain a permit.

A. Routine Maintenance. A “routine maintenance” permit is issued for maintenance
which occurs twelve (12) months or more after the previous cleaning. The permit
fee for routine maintenance shall be determined by the City Council and
published in the fee schedule.

B. Frequent Pumping. The application for a third pumping permit within a twelve
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(12) months period is indicative of a failing SSTS and requires an inspection of
the system (see § 14-647).

C. Emergency Pumping. An “emergency pumping” is defined as a pumping (1)
which is required because of the SSTS’s failure to meet the minimum standards of
Section 14-645, especially failure of plumbing fixtures to drain properly or
effluent backing up from the system, and (2) which occurs or is necessitated
during hours or days when the Zoning Administrator or designee is not available
at the City Hall to issue a maintenance permit. The Maintainer shall obtain a
maintenance permit within five (5) working days following the date of the
emergency cleaning or pumping.

SECTION 14-647. ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS. The issuance of three (3) or more
maintenance permits (see Section 14-646) within a twelve (12) month period for the same
SSTS shall be considered strong evidence by the City that the system is approaching
failure or is inadequately designed. Upon the issuance of a third maintenance permit
within a twelve (12) month period, the Department shall review the inspection and
pumping reports and then, at their discretion, inspect the entire SSTS to determine that it
is in compliance with the minimum standards of Section 14-645. A non-compliant SSTS
shall be cleaned, repaired, maintained, reconstructed, or relocated, as determined by the
Department.

SECTION 14-648. RECORDS. The Department shall coordinate a record keeping
systems so that a separate city file is maintained for each SSTS. The record for each
SSTS shall, at a minimum, include:

A. Property address, legal description and PIN (county auditor’s property
identification number);

B. Property site plan showing buildings, wells, Individual SSTS components,
drainfield, lakes, streams, wetlands, and surface drainage patterns;

C. Site evaluation data and analysis of soils (by percolation tests and soil borings),
detailing water table depth, mottled soil depth, types of soils, depth of “hardpan,’
and other soils data;

D. Construction Permit history;

E. Maintenance permit history; and,

F. Inspection history.

b

SECTION 14-649. LICENSING. All design, construction, installation, alteration,
repair, maintenance, cleaning, pumping or inspections activity for a SSTS shall be
completed by an appropriately licensed businesses or certified qualified employee, or a
person exempted from licensing under Minn. R. 7083.0700, subp. 1. A copy of the
license shall be filed with the City prior to the commencement of the SSTS design,
construction, installation, alteration, repair, maintenance, operation, cleaning, pumping,
or inspection.

A. A property owner installing a SSTS to treat wastewater solely from their own
dwelling or a seasonal dwelling may install their own system without a license
providing the following conditions are followed:

1. Homeowner exemption will be limited to Type | gravity trench systems
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only and any assistance provided to the system owner in construction of a
system under this item must be performed by a licensed installation
business.

SECTION 14-650. EMPTYING SEPTIC TANKS. No Maintainer or other person shall
empty or remove the contents of any vault, privy, cesspool, septic tank or drain,
otherwise than in a container made tight and closely covered and at such hours or times
of the day or night as the Department may direct.

SECTION 14-651. STORAGE DISTANCE FROM BUILDINGS. No Maintainer or
other person shall place, keep, or store, when not in actual use, any equipment associated
with a pumping business, including pumping box, cask, cart, tank, vessel, container,
vehicle, or tools, used in pumping services, within 300 feet of any private residence,
school building, church building, public grounds, or commercial building, unless stored
in a Garage or Accessory Building. The temporary storage of septage or holding tank
waste shall require a permit from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

SECTION 14-652. DISPOSAL OF CONTENTS. Within the jurisdictional limits of the
City, no Maintainer or other person shall dispose of the contents of any vault, privy,
cesspool, septic tank, or other private drain in any place without first notifying the
Department, in writing, of the place where it is proposed to make such disposal and
obtaining a permit therefore.

SECTION 14-653. SURFACE DISCHARGE. Surface discharge of sewage is
prohibited without a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
issued by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

SECTION 14-654. VIOLATIONS. Any violation of, or neglect to comply with, the
provisions of this Chapter on the part of any person, or any neglect or refusal of any
owner or occupant of any premises to permit their premises to be examined as herein
provided, and the same to be cleaned, repaired, reconstructed, or abandoned shall be a
violation of this Code and shall be found guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
thereof shall be punished by a fine or imprisonment in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 1, Section 1-109 of this City Code.

SECTION 14-655. CONFLICT RESOLUTION. For SSTS systems regulated under
this ordinance, conflicts and other technical disputes over new construction, replacement,
and existing systems will be managed in accordance with the procedure as defined in City
Code Section 4-104, which governs appeals to the City Council. If a documented
discrepancy arises on the depth of the periodically saturated soil between SSTS licensed
businesses or the City of Columbus for SSTS design or compliance purposes, the
procedure outlined in Minn. R. 7082.0700, subp. 5(A & B) shall be followed.
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'E Administration Dept.
aﬁ 16319 Kettle River Blvd

Columbus, MN 55025

C@]U mbug Telephone: (651) 464-3120

City of Columbus Council Workshop Meeting

March 12 2024

Agenda Item Number: Item C.2

Agenda Item: 2025 Fall Fest Organizatonal Discussion

Background:

City staff and Councilmember/2023 Fall Fest Organizatonal
Chairperson, Janet Hegland, have had discussions regarding the
organizational structure for the 2025 Fall Fest Event.

In order to move the planning for Fall Fest forward, City Council is
requested to consider and discuss placing the coordination and
management of Fall Fest 2025 as a City Council/Staff function. The
Workshop Meeting will initiate the discussion of the feasibility of this
format for this event.
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