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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

Hybrid Interactive Technology Format 

MN Statute, Section 13D.021 

03.13.2024 

The 03.13.2024 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor 

Jesse Preiner at City Hall. Present were Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland and 

Sue Wagamon; Interim City Administrator Jack Davis, City Attorney Bill Griffith, Public Works Director 

Jim Windingstad, City Engineer Kevin Bittner. 

Also in attendance: Aaron Bedessem and Shannon Stewart from Running Aces Casino, Hotel and 

Racetrack, Anthony Kukacka from Loves Travel Stop, and Tony Hoffman from Holiday Stationstores. Barb 

Bobick, John Young, Brent Jensen, Curt Strandlund, Myron & Cindy Angel were also in attendance. 

Not in attendance: None. 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call to Order Regular Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Adoption of Agenda 

 

Motion by Hegland to adopt the agenda.  Seconded by Preiner. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hanegraaf 
– aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approval of the 02-20-2024 Joint City/Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

2. Approval of the 02-28-2024 City Council Meeting Minutes 

3. Pay Bills as Posted 

Motion by Hegland to approve Consent Agenda items Nos. 1 – 3 with a few minor edits made to the 

Minutes and forwarded to the City Administrator. Seconded by Busch. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; 

Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

C. PRESENTATION 

1. Public Open Forum  

No participation. 

2. Liquor License Approvals for Holiday, Love’s, and Running Aces 

Preiner opened the public hearing. 

Aaron Bedessem, Running Aces, stated they were looking to renew their liquor license for the upcoming 

year. 
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Tony Hoffman, Store Manager from Holiday, stated they were seeking a 3.2 liquor license renewal. 

Anthony Kukacka, General Manager from Loves Travel Stop, stated they were looking to renew their 

liquor license as well. Love’s is currently not selling liquor but wanted to keep their license current in 

case they wish to sell it in the future. 

Griffith stated inspections were done at each site and there were no concerns.  He indicated there were 

conditions of approval for each of the licenses.   

With no testimony from those in attendance in-person or online, Preiner closed the public hearing. 

Busch asked if any of the applicants had any offenses within the last year.  Griffith responded there were 

no problems of which they were aware. 

Motion by Preiner to approve the 3.2 % Off Sale Malt Liquor License for Holiday Station Store #274608, 

3.2 % Off Sale Malt Liquor License for Loves Travel Stop #832, and On Sale, Sunday and 2 AM Liquor 

License for North Metro Harness Initiative LLC (dba Running Aces Casino, Hotel & Racetrack). Seconded 

by Busch.   Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Preiner – 

aye. Motion carries. 

 

3. 2024 Pavement Management Project Bids 

Davis reported the 2024 Pavement Management program would consist of crack sealing, chip sealing, 

and micro-surfacing for approximately 15 miles of City streets as well as the surface lot surrounding the 

Public Works and Fire Hall buildings. 

Kevin Bittner, City Engineer, reviewed the bids noting all of the low bids came in under budget and 

recommended awarding the contracts. He indicated he had no concerns awarding the bids.  Bittner 

recommended the awarding of the crack-sealing contract to SealTech, Inc. in the amount of $114,850; 

awarding the chip sealing contract to Allied Blacktop Co. in the amount of $357,559.90; and awarding 

the micro-surfacing contract to Asphalt Surface Technologies Corp. in the amount of $214,711.70. 

Windingstad noted each company would be required to post bonds with the City along with proof of 

insurance.   

Motion by Preiner to approve the contract awards for the bids for the crack-sealing contract to 

SealTech, Inc. in the amount of $114,850; awarding the chip sealing contract to Allied Blacktop Co. in 

the amount of $357,559.90; and awarding the micro-surfacing contract to Asphalt Surface 

Technologies Corp. in the amount of $214,711.70. Seconded by Wagamon. Roll call vote: Hanegraaf – 

aye; Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Busch – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

 

4. North Pines Aggregate Site Plan Review 

Davis reviewed the staff’s report noting North Pine Aggregate wanted to expand their existing office by 

demolishing and rebuilding the same building footprint with the addition of a second story. The new 

building extends 754 square feet beyond the current footprint, only a 2.8 percent increase of the 
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existing building size. There is no intensification of use as a result of this project. The application was 

approved by the Planning Commission at their March meeting. 

Motion by Hanegraaf to approve the site plan review for North Pines Aggregate for an office renovation 

site rebuild as presented.  Seconded by Wagamon.  Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; 

Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 

1. Engineer Report  

No report. 

 
2. Attorney Report 

Griffith updated the Council on the Affordable Housing Bill introduced at the Legislature.  He highlighted 

how this would affect the City of Columbus if it passed with respect to single family lots, commercial 

districts, multifamily developments, along with other issues.  He believed there would be challenges to 

this Bill.  He stated the League of Minnesota Cities is lobbying against this bill also.   

3. Mayor & City Council Member’s Report  

Hanegraaf had no report. 
 
Wagamon had no report. 
 
Hegland reported on the Carlos Avery master plan public input meeting she, Hanegraaf and Busch 
attended.  She stated the entire Council was also at the Cities on the Hill event recently and it was a good 
event.  She indicated she had also attended the Rice Creek Watershed Workshop this week where Ditch 
10-22-32 was discussed.   
 
Busch stated Hegland had covered his report. 
 
Preiner reminded everyone about the ColumBiz event at TruckAline tomorrow. 
 

4. Code Enforcement Report  
 
No report. 
 

5. Public Works Report 

Windingstad asked if the City could post No Trespassing signs on West Freeway Drive north of the 
roundabout due to large trucks driving on the property and tearing it up.  It was the Council’s consensus 
to proceed with the No Trespassing signage. 
 

6. Public Communications Coordinator Report 

No report. 
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7. Interim City Administrator’s Report  

 

Davis informed the Council that the Presidential Primary went well and there were over 400 ballots cast.   

 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

➢ ColumBiz Business Breakfast Meeting, March 14, 2024, 8:00 AM @ TruckAline, 9515 150th 
Avenue, Columbus, MN 

➢ Planning Commission Meeting March 20, 2024, at 6 p.m.  

➢ City Council Meeting March 27, 2024, at 6 p.m. 

➢ March Meeting Calendar 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Hanegraff to adjourn. Seconded by Hegland. Roll call vote: Busch – aye; Hanegraaf – aye; 

Wagamon – aye; Hegland – aye; Preiner – aye. Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 

Respectively submitted: 

 
Connor Keith, Public Communications Coordinator 
 
Drafted by: Kathy Altman 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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