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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

PARK BOARD MEETING 

INTERACTIVE MEETING FORMAT 

STATUTES SECTION 13D.021 

11-19-2024 

 

The 11-19-2024 Park Board meeting for the City of Columbus was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by 

Chair Brad Norling at the City of Columbus City Hall. Present were Board members Steven Ray, 

Bob Bodene and Andrea Messina. 

City Council Liaison Ron Hanegraaf, City Administrator Jack Davis, Planning and Zoning 

Technician Eleanor Hahn, and Recording Secretary Lorie Spangler were also present. 

Absent: Kris King. 

AGENDA APPROVAL: 

Motion by Norling to approve Park Board agenda for 11-19-2024 meeting as amended. 

Second by Ray. 

Roll call vote: Bodene-aye; Messina-aye; Norling – aye; and Ray – aye. 

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF PARK BOARD MINUTES: 

Motion Norling to approve the minutes of the 7-16-2024 Park Board meeting. 

Second by Ray. 

Roll call vote: Ray – aye; Norling – aye; Bodene – abstain; Messina - abstain. Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF PARK BOARD MINUTES: 

Motion Norling to approve the minutes of the 9-17-2024 Park Board meeting. 

Second by Ray. 

Roll call vote: Ray – aye; Norling – aye; Bodene – abstain; Messina - abstain. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM: 

No-one present for open forum. 

DISCUSSION: 

Park Lighting: Norling shared that the park lighting project was completed last week by Connexus. 

He added that the additional light illuminating the 165th parking lot area will need some adjusting to 

light up the parking lot area. This will be brought to Public Work Director Windingstad’s attention. 

Davis relayed that the project came in just under $2,400.00 

 

2025 Meeting Schedule: 

The 2025 meeting schedule was presented to the board. The meetings are scheduled to be held 

every 3 months on the third Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. 

Motion made by Norling to approve the proposed park board meeting schedule as presented for 

2025. 

Second by Bodene. 

Roll call vote: Ray – aye; Norling – aye; Bodene – aye; Messina - aye. 

All in favor. Motion carried 
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2025 Fee Schedule: 

The board reviewed the proposed 2025 Fee Schedule. They mentioned that last increase was in 2023 

and discussed increasing the field reservations slightly by $4 per reservation period of 4 hours. The 

new proposed fee is $32 per 4-hour rental. Additionally, the board agreed to increase the tournament 

reservation fee from $400 to $500 to cover the increased expenses that are incurred. The picnic 

shelter reservation fee of $40 for non-residents and no charge for residents will remain the same. 

 

Motion made by Norling to approve to increase the 4-hour field reservation fee from $28 to $32 

and increase the tournament fee from $400 to $500 and keep the picnic shelter fees the same as last 

year. 

Second by Ray. 

Roll call vote: Ray – aye; Norling – aye; Bodene – aye; Messina - aye. 

All in favor. Motion carried 

 

American Tower Lease Agreement: 

Davis gave a history of the existing tower in the park stating American Tower entered into a ground 

lease with the City for a cell tower site in the Columbus City Park in 2009. That lease was for a 26' X 

30' site including air space above and unrestricted access for the tenants use from the property's 

access point to the public right of way. An amendment to the lease was executed in 2013 to extend 

the terms of the lease to 7/2054. Davis informed the board that the 2024 lease payment will be 
$21,780. 

Davis shared American Tower’s proposed amendment to their current lease; expanding the area of 

the site (Attachment was included in packet) with the following offer: 

• One-time signing bonus of $10,000.00 

• Current rent to remain and increase as scheduled at 3% annually 

• Adding non-compete 300 sq ft radius, Adding Right of First Refusal, Updating Tax 

Language 

• Option to expand premise 500 sq ft for $300/month (the expansion area would be used for 

the carrier's equipment or generator, not another tower) 

• Final Expiration Date to remain 7/23/2054 

Davis shared with the board that these offers were low and the council advised going back to the 

company and expressing an increase in rent rate to $35,000 lease payment with a $25,000 signing 

bonus and giving Columbus first right of refusal. Board members agreed with council thoughts. Ray 

confirmed that the expansion would not impose on possible future extension of the trail. 

 

Park Master Plan Update: 

Norling stated that a few subcommittee park master plan meetings have been held, primarily to 

prepare for the joint council and park board meeting to discuss budget and viability of the park 

amenities. It was the consensus to schedule a subcommittee meeting before the first scheduled 

meeting in January. Davis shared that he has set a target to complete the park masterplan by 

September 2025. The importance of a master plan is to give direction and serve as documentation 

for public and grant money. 
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Proposed Potomac Street Trail Project: 

Davis informed the board that Anoka County is going to begin a reconstruction project next year on 

Potomac Street and their projects now include an option to include trails, however, with this project 

being a non-county state aid highway, the municipality is responsible for the expense of the trail. 

This trail is proposed to be 2 miles long going from Lake Drive to Broadway and the estimate for 

construction of this trail is 1.5 million dollars, not including right of way purchases. The location of 

this trail is essentially a neighborhood trail with no trailhead for parking. The Anoka highway 

department hosted an open house 2 months ago and the majority of those who attended were not in 

favor of this project. Norling stated that any trail enhancement that does not link up to the park or 

any other trail does not make any sense. The park board’s opinion was not to accept this opportunity. 

 

Park Board Terms: 

Messina and Ray’s terms are expiring December 31, 2024, and if they are interested in being re- 

appointed for another term, they are to reply via email to Administrator Davis to bring forward for 

consideration at the City Council’s annual organizational meeting. 

 

PARK BOARD MEMBERS OPEN DISCUSSION: 

Dugout Covers: Norling, Hanegraaf and Davis looked at dugout options in Forest Lake. Photos 

were provided of four different dimensions with different materials used as well. The Fenway 

field dugouts are constructed with cyclone fence and a steel pitched roof. Other dugouts were 

made of wood pillars with steel roofs, however, the board felt this would have maintenance issues 

with the wood frames. Additional dugouts were made with 4x4 steel posts and wrapped with 

cyclone fence material. Bodene stated that wind and snow load will need to be considered as well 

as possibly screening for sun protection when choosing design and materials. The board’s 

consensus was to have Windingstad get a quote for a 23-26-foot-long dugout that would be 

approximately 8 feet wide, 8 feet high in the front and 7 feet in the back with 1 gate for access. 

The board chose the cyclone fence with the pitched steel roof design. Once quotes are received 

the board would like to invite FLAFA to a meeting to discuss possible cost-sharing opportunities. 

 

Holiday Lights: 

Council member Hanegraaf informed the board that he ordered blue holiday lights to be placed 

along the roof line of the picnic shelter. Countyview Electric has placed 4-foot extension for 

power. Hanegraaf also stated he has a lighted tree to be placed on City Hall property next to the 

flag area for power. Norling suggested they start small to see how the first season goes. 

 

Trees: Norling stated he has observed an increase in the green ash diseased trees in the park along 

the path that are potential safety hazards. The board requested that Windingstad receive 2 quotes 

for removal and present these quotes at the next meeting in January. 

Additionally, Norling commented on the Eagle Scout project that was completed in the fall by 

Matthew Magastad, stating he was pleased at the finished project and liked the fact that fencing 

was placed around each of the trees in the park and at Hidden Park. Davis suggested a plaque be 

considered to place in the park recognizing the Eagle Scout project along with an article in the 

upcoming winter newsletter. 

 

FLAFA Email inquiry: FLAFA inquired when we would be opening up field reservations as 
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they have questions regarding Forest Lakes requirement for them to use their fields. Spangler 

replied to the President stating a meeting is being held to discuss 2025 fees and the policy is to 

submit reservation requests January 1st to be considered, 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next scheduled park board meeting is Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

ADJORN: 

Motion made by Norling to adjourn. 

Second by Ray. 

Roll call vote: Ray – aye; Norling – aye; Bodene – aye; Messina - aye. 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Lorie Spangler, Deputy Clerk 


