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City of Columbus
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
City Code Amendment to Chapter 14-320
Restricted Hours for Sprinkling
Interactive Technology Format
(Statutes Section 13D.02)

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City of Columbus City Council on
August 13, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as parties may be heard, the hearing will be
conducted in person and by Interactive Technology at the Columbus City Hall located at 16319 Kettle
River Blvd., Minnesota to consider a City Code amendment to Chapter 14-320 Restricted Hours For
Sprinkling. A full copy of the proposed ordinance is available for review during regular business hours
in the City Administrator’s Office at the address listed above or viewed on the City Website. Members
of the public interested in attending in person, monitoring the meetings, or wanting more information
should contact the City Offices at 651-464-3120 or visit the City Website at ColumbusMN.us. The
hearing shall continue until all evidence and testimony has been received.

Jack Davio

Jack Davis, Zoning Administrator

Submitted to the Forest Lake Times on Thursday, July 24, 2025
Published in the Forest Lake Times on Thursday, July 31, 2025 and August 7, 2025
Posted on Thursday, July 31, 2025
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SECTION 14-320. RESTRICTED HOURS FOR SPRINKLING.

A. RESTRICTIONS ON WATER USAGE. In the event that the governor declares a /{ Formatted: Font color: Text 1
critical water deficiency, the city is required to take immediate action by publicly posting Formatted: Indent: Left: 043" No bullets or
a formal notice of the emergency declaration. This notice shall be displayed at City Hall numbering

and published on the city's official website to ensure residents are promptly informed of
the situation and any associated water usage restrictions or guidelines.

Whenever it is determined by either the Mayor or the City Council that a shortage of water
supply may be imminent, either may act in accordance with the procedures hereinafter
described to limit the uses of City water and the time and hours during which water from
the City water supply may be used.

B. CITY COUNCIL ACTION. Upon the governor's declaration of a critical water deficiency
and public notification, the city shall enforce the following mandatory restrictions on
nonessential municipal water use to conserve resources:

1. Prohibit irrigation of non-agricultural lands, such as lawns and ornamental landscapes.

2. Ban washing or spraying of paved surfaces, except when necessary for public health and
safety.

3. Restrict the outdoor use of water-based recreational equipment, including sprinklers and
water toys.

4. Prohibit the filling of swimming pools, fountains, or other decorative water features.

5. Forbid washing of vehicles or mobile equipment, except for those requiring frequent

cleaning to ensure public health, safety, or welfare, such as emergency or service
vehicles.

These measures aim to prioritize essential water use and protect the community’s water supply
during the emergency.

The City Council may act by resolution to limit water usage. The resolution shall state in
detail the restrictions imposed on water usage and the charge for instances of
noncompliance. The restrictions shall become effective 24 hours after passage of the
resolution. The City Council shall take such action as is reasonably practicable to inform the
general public of the imposition of the restrictions on water usage and of the charges and
other penalties which could be imposed for violation of such restrictions and post notice of
water restrictions in public places where other City notices are posted.

C. ACTION BY THE MAYOR. The Mayor may act by filing with the City Clerk a written
certification that there is an imminent shortage of water supply. The certification shall
specify in detail the restrictions on water usage and the charge for instances of
noncompliance and shall become effective 24 hours after being filed. The City Clerk shall
endorse on each filing the time and date of filing. The Mayor shall take such action as is
reasonably practicable to inform the general public of the imposition of restrictions on
water usage and of the charges and other penalties for violation of such restrictions and



post notice of the water restrictions in public places where other City notices are posted.
Restrictions imposed by the Mayor may be revoked by written directive from the Mayor to
the City Clerk, who shall endorse on such directive the date and time of receipt, or by action
of the City Council.

D. PENALTIES.

1. For each instance of noncompliance with water usage restrictions imposed by this
section, a charge of up to $25.00 shall be assessed against the property on which the
violation occurred and added to the water bill for such premises. The amount of the charge
shall be specified by the City Council in its resolution and the Mayor in his certification to
the City Clerk.

2. Failure to comply with water usage restrictions after two warnings shall be cause for
the discontinuance of water service.

3. Failure to comply with water usage restrictions shall be a petty misdemeanor
punishable by the maximum fine allowed by law for such offenses.

[Chapter 14, Article III § 14-320, added by Ord. No. 06-01, effective March 2, 2006]



