
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Recycling Events 
 

This year's Recycling Calendar brings back 
all the events Columbus residents have 
come to expect. 
Bicycle Drop-Off                                        
May 6th & September 16th, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
Recycle and help those in need at the    
same time by donating bicycles in any 
condition to be repaired and re-distributed  
by Bikes4kids. 

Paper Shredding                       
Saturday, May 9th & October 3rd, 9 a.m.- 12 
p.m. Columbus residents may securely 
destroy documents for free. Destruction 
observation is available. 

Curbside Recycling Pick-Up           
Week of July 13th-17th. Make arrangements 
to take advantage of the City covering pickup 
fees and two recycled items with coupon. 
You will need to call the City to get on the  
list before July 15th. 

Recycling Drop-Off                        
May 9th & October 3rd, 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. 
Columbus residents can recycle two (2) 
items for free with coupon from the   
recycling flyer. 

Political Sign Recycling                   
The City will be offering a drop off site for 
corrugated plastic signs (yard, political) and 
plastic bags starting in mid-June. 
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City Unveils New Logo And Brand Identity 

 

 

 

The new logo features a stylized “C” 
with a northern star guiding the way, 
set against a vivid night sky and 
framed by silhouettes of evergreens. 
This imagery highlights Columbus’s 
natural beauty, close-knit community, 
and its position just outside the Twin 
Cities — offering the tranquility of 
rural life with convenient access to 
the metro area. 

“This rebrand is more than a new 
look,” said Mayor Ron Hanegraaf. 
“It’s a fresh expression of who we are 
as a community — close enough to 
the action, yet far enough to enjoy 
the peace and space that define our 
way of life.” 

The City of Columbus is proud to announce the official launch 
of its new brand and logo, unveiling a bold, modern visual 
identity that reflects the city’s unique spirit, values, and 
location. At the heart of the rebrand is a new tagline: “Just 
North Enough” a phrase that captures what makes Columbus 
a distinctive place to live, work, and visit. 
 

The tagline “Just North Enough” resonates with both 
longtime residents and newcomers. It reflects Columbus’s 
unique location just north of the Twin Cities, offering a rare 
blend of accessibility and serenity. It also speaks to the 
community’s independence, neighborly spirit, and strong 
connection to nature — while embracing a forward-looking 
perspective. 

“This is an exciting new chapter for Columbus,” said City 
Administrator Jack Davis. “The new brand speaks to the 
heritage, location, and character of Columbus.” 

Davis noted that the effort began in August 2019, when the 
City’s Economic Development Authority (EDA) approved the 
formation of a Branding Subcommittee. The rebranding 
process was guided by community input and a commitment to 
authentically reflect the city’s identity.  
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Jobs And Volunteering 
We welcome you as an application for 
employment, as a volunteer or as a 
board member!  

All opportunities are segmented into three 
categories: City Staff positions (full and 
part time, hourly and salaried positions.  

City Boards/ Commissions (Economic 
Development Authority, Park Board, 
Planning Commission, Public Works 
Advisory Board, Watershed Boards, etc.  

Volunteer Opportunities (park 
beautification, community service, Fall 
Fest, etc.  

See our Jobs & Volunteering page at: 
www.ci.columbus.mn.us/jobs-boards-
volunteering 
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Christmas Eve Now A Full Day 
Holiday 

City Seeks Input On Large Animal Ordinance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and perspectives are essential in helping us ensure the ordinance 

reflects the needs of our rural community. 

Please take a moment to share your feedback by completing our 

short survey. Your input will directly guide the next steps in this 

ordinance review.           

 

 

 The Preliminary 2026 Budget - By The Numbers 

• The 2026 City of Columbus Preliminary Budget for the General 
Fund Levy was set at $4,373,747 on September 24, 2025.   

• This amount is $142,242 over the 2025 levy of $4,231,505 and 
resulted in a projected 3.4% levy increase.  

• This amount will be reduced by $55,676 to $4,318,071 for the 
2026 Final Budget due to adjustments in bond payment charges 
and law enforcement contract costs. 

• These changes will result in a Final Levy increase proposal of 
2.0%. 

• The Final Budget is scheduled for approval at the December 10, 
2025 City Council meeting.  

• Law enforcement and fire services contract increases in the 
amount of $61,000 were the primary drivers for the additional 
expenditures for the proposed 2026 budget. 

• The adjusted 2026 Columbus Preliminary Levy of 2.0% is the 
second lowest of the 21 municipalities in Anoka County. 

• The City also reduced the City HRA Budget from $120,000 to 
$5,000. This is listed as a special levy on the 2026 Anoka County 
tax statement but is not part of the General Levy. The impact of 
this reduction could be on average a decrease of $70 per 
household on individual tax bills.    

• The Preliminary Anoka County Levy increase is proposed to be 
9.9% and the range of increases for the other municipalities in 
the county (excluding the City of Bethel) is 2.09% – 16.2%. 

      If you have any questions, please call Jack Davis at 651-419-9011. 

The City of Columbus is reviewing 

potential updates to its Large 

Animal Ordinance and wants to 

hear from you. Your experiences 

 

 

On October 8, 2025, the City Council 
approved expanding the Christmas Eve 
Holiday from a half-day to a full-day 
holiday for all City Staff.  

This change recognizes the importance 
of the holiday season for families and 
provides additional time for employees to 
travel, prepare and celebrate spiritual 
family traditions.  

City offices will now be closed the entire 
day on December 24.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3JR6BWD 
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The City Welcomes Susan Bautch 
As New Deputy City Clerk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MN Veterinarian Neurology Grand Opening 

 On September 29, 2025, City officials proudly participated in 

the ribbon cutting and opening of Minnesota Veterinary 

Neurology (MVN), Minnesota’s first, and only, hospital 

dedicated exclusively to veterinary neurology and 

neurosurgery.  

Founded by board-certified veterinary neurologist Dr. Missy 

Carpentier, MVN, located at 15186 West Freeway Drive, 

provides 24/7 specialized care for pets experiencing 

seizures, spinal injuries, trauma, and other neurologic 

emergencies.  

The custom-built, 12,000-square-foot facility features 

advanced MRI, electrodiagnostics, gait analysis, a dedicated 

neurosurgical suite, and a full rehabilitation center with an 

underwater treadmill. 

MVN’s grand opening marks an 

exciting step forward for pets, 

families, and veterinarians across 

the Midwest—expanding access 

to expert neurologic care when 

every second counts. 

 

The City of Columbus is 

pleased to announce the 

hiring of Susan Bautch, 

as the new Deputy City 

Clerk. Susan joined the 

Administration Dept. in 

November and will play 

a vital role in day-to-day city operations, 

supporting council and commission meetings, 

licensing, elections, records management, 

recycling, and customer service at City Hall. 

Bautch joins the City of Columbus as a previous 

active member of the Columbus Planning 

Commission and former Linwood Township 

Zoning Administrator. Her practical experience 

with recycling programs, event coordination, 

elections, licensing, document management, and 

recordkeeping, along with her excellent 

interpersonal skills are essential for serving the 

public and supporting city operations. 

“We’re excited to welcome Susan to the team,” 

said City Administrator Jack Davis. “Her 

experience, professionalism, and energy will be a 

great benefit to our organization.” 

Davis added that bringing Susan on board further 

supports the City’s focus on efficiency, 

transparency, and outstanding service for our 

residents. 



 Teamwork Makes Safer Winter Roads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help keep our crews safe and our roads clear, the City asks residents to follow these recommendations:  

• Keep garbage and recycling cans off the street. Place containers on your driveway, not in the roadway. 
Public Works recommends clearing a spot 3–5 feet off the edge of the pavement to keep containers level 
and out of the plow zone. 

• Do not push or place snow into the roadway. Shoveling, blowing, or plowing snow from your property 
onto the street creates hazards for drivers and plow operators. 

• Keep the right-of-way clear of obstacles. This includes removing visual or physical hazards from ditches 
and right-of-way areas. Property owners are also responsible for keeping mailboxes accessible and safely 
cleared. 

Thank you for helping protect our Public Works team and keeping winter driving safer for everyone. 

 

16319 Kettle River Blvd. 
Columbus, MN 55025 

Winter conditions can make even the hardiest Minnesotans' 

heart skip a beat while driving. Between reduced visibility, a 

slippery driving surface and other drivers on the road facing the 

same obstacles, motor vehicle accidents are far from a rarity in 

the winter wonderland we call home. Those winter hazards are 

exponentially impactful on Public Works plow operators, 

especially when they’re working in the middle of the night.  
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